
 

 

Ask your MP to vote for effective UK aid 
Help influence the upcoming vote in Parliament! 
 

 

Why is UK aid important?  

UK aid helps to alleviate poverty and contributes to sustainable development around the world. It 

tackles the global challenges of our time - poverty and disease, humanitarian emergencies, insecurity 

and conflict. Aid is important because more than 700 million people still live in extreme poverty — on 

less than $1.90 a day.     

UK aid is funded by taxes, accounting for 0.7% of the UK’s Gross National Income (GNI). The government 

has committed to keeping their manifesto commitment of spending 0.7% of GNI on international 

development, but the contraction in the economy caused by the effects of COVID-19 means there will 

be less overall funding this year and probably for some time to come. The money is mainly channelled 

through to the new Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), following the merger of 

the Department for International Development and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in 

September 2020.  

Why this vote and why now? 

Support is urgently needed from MPs 

in a vote on how Government aid 

spending will be scrutinised in future. 

Following the creation of the new 

FCDO, the Government has said it will 

scrap the International Development 

Committee (IDC), and instead, the 

Department’s international 

development work will be watched 

over by the Foreign Affairs Select 

Committee, in addition to its remit to 

review diplomacy and foreign policy.  

The Foreign Affairs Select Committee does not have the capacity or expertise to properly scrutinise aid 

spending, and a new committee enabling MPs to question decisions on all aid spending (also known as 

Official Development Assistance or ODA) is being proposed, to replace the IDC. This will be vital, to help 

ensure the focus of aid spending on poverty reduction, and that it is spent well. 

We don’t often ask you to take two actions in one month, so when we do, it’s because we’ve got an 
urgent opportunity to make a tangible difference. 

There’s a vote coming up in Parliament this month that will affect how UK aid is scrutinised. We’re 
asking you to contact your MP as soon as you can, asking them to vote in favour of a new Official 
Development Assistance (ODA) committee that will help make sure UK aid is transparent and focused 
on poverty reduction. 
 

 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview


 

 

What is the IDC and why should it be replaced? 

In the House of Commons, ‘Select Committees’, made up of cross-party groups of MPs, examine the 

work of Government departments. Since 1997, the International Development Committee (IDC) has 

examined the UK’s spending on ODA and the work of the Department for International Development 

(DFID), holding inquiries and making recommendations for improvements. Since September, the 

creation of the new FCDO has meant that new parliamentary arrangements are needed to scrutinise its 

work. The Government intends to abolish the IDC, leaving the Foreign Affairs Select Committee to 

scrutinise aid expenditure. 

How will the vote work? 

The Government has stated that the vote in the House of Commons, expected this side of Christmas, 

will be a ‘free vote’ meaning that MPs can vote according to their own conscience and not official party 

policy. If the vote happens, the Government Chief Whip Mark Spencer will table a Motion before the 

House, setting out how the Government proposes the Committee structures to operate. The existing 

IDC Chair, Sarah Champion MP, is working with a cross-party group of MPs to propose how a new ODA 

committee would work. 

 

Talking points for your MP 

• Following the DFID and FCO merger, the Government wants to scrap the International 

Development Committee (IDC) and hand oversight of aid spending to the Foreign 

Affairs Select Committee.  

• The IDC helps make sure aid money is well spent. The Foreign Affairs Select Committee 

does not have the capacity or expertise to take on this work on top of its foreign policy 

portfolio. 

• A new committee is being proposed to scrutinise aid spending by all Government 

Departments. When the motion is brought to the House, please vote for setting up a 

separate ODA committee that examines all UK aid spending. 

For all MPs (including critics of UK aid): 

• This new committee is a crucial way for MPs to make sure our aid budget is 

transparent, and an effective use of taxpayers’ money 

• It is important that Parliament be able to properly hold the Government to account. 

 

 

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-committee/role/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-committee


 

 

For MPs who are supportive of UK aid: 

• In addition to the above, an effective ODA committee will help ensure UK aid is 
focused on reducing poverty. 
 

 
Take action 
 

• Please ask your members to contact their MP’s office as a matter of urgency, by email or 

phone, informing them of the proposed vote and asking them to vote for the new committee 

when a Motion is proposed to the House. Explain why it is important, using the talking points 

above. As always, make it as personal as you can. You don’t have to be an expert about aid or 

parliamentary procedure - just say why this matters to you. 

• If your MP is Conservative, you might also want to ask them to contact the Government Chief 

Whip, Mark Spencer, asking him to support a Motion for the creation of an ODA committee, if 

and when the Government’s proposal to abolish the IDC is brought before the House. You may 

also want to tweet @Mark_Spencer to inform him directly of your views (make sure you also 

include your MP’s twitter handle so he knows why you are contacting him). 

We don’t yet know when the vote will be, and the Government doesn’t have to give much advance 

notice, but it could be as early as next week, and Parliamentary arithmetic shows that every vote 

counts! 

 

Top tips 

You can find out who your MP is, how they have voted in the past, and their parliamentary roles at 

www.theyworkforyou.com and their Westminster and constituency contact details at 

www.parliament.uk.  

If you need some tips on contacting your MP, read our handy guide to writing to your MP here. 

• If you email your MP and don’t hear back within a few days, if you are able to, please follow up 

with another email or phone call to make sure they have read it. 

• It may be that your MP is able to meet with you (virtually) to discuss your concerns in more detail. 

However, because time is pressing, it is better to inform them of the vote straight away rather 

than waiting for a meeting. 

 

Thank you if you are able to take this urgent action! 

 

Please let us know how it went as soon as you can Dela on dela.anderson@results.org.uk  

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/
http://www.parliament.uk/
https://www.results.org.uk/guides/how-write-your-mp
mailto:dela.anderson@results.org.uk
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