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August 2013 Background Sheet 2: 

Case studies from ex miners  
And a timeline of key events 
 
 

Personal stories from the frontline of TB in South 

Africa’s Gold Mines 

Every year, thousands of miners contract TB whilst 

working in the gold mines of southern Africa. These 

numbers are shocking, but the human impact of the 

epidemic is best illustrated through some of the stories 

of those who have been affected. These personal 

accounts come from former miners in South Africa, 

Lesotho and Swaziland who have contracted HIV, 

occupational TB or even-more-deadly drug resistant 

occupational TB whilst working at the mines, and can 

be used to illustrate the devastating impact the twin 

epidemics are having on the lives of former miners and 

their families once they are sent home from the mines.   

Musa Ernest Mkoko, Swaziland 

Musa Ernest Mkoko, a 52-year-old ex-miner contracted 

MDR-TB five years ago whilst work as a driller in a gold 

mine in South Africa. He lives in KaShoba in the 

Lubombo region of Swaziland with his wife and five 

children aged between 9 and 27 years. Co-infected with 

HIV, Mr Mkoko has been on treatment for MDR-TB for 

the last four years. The disease has diminished Mr  

Mkoko's lung capacity and rendered him too weak to 

work.   

In the early 

1980s, Mr Mkoko 

boarded a train to 

South Africa to 

work in the 

mines. He was 

employed as a 

general labourer 

in the old Vaal Reef gold mine, now owned by 

AngloGold Ashanti. After nearly 16 years of working in 

the stopes - the frontline where the actual gold reef is 

mined – Mr Mkoko developed lung problems, and 

shortly after was retrenched (made redundant) and 

repatriated to Swaziland. Since his return home, Mr 

Mkoko has suffered with lung problems that have 

made it extremely difficult for him to find and retain 

work to provide for his family.  Eventually he was 

diagnosed with MDR-TB in 2008 and was on treatment 

until 2011, when his MDR was finally cured.  

Apart from the normal retrenchment package owed to 

workers, Mr Mkoko hasn't received any compensation 

or support from the mine for the lung disease he 

contracted during his time there. He was only able to 

access treatment for his MDR because his wife took a 

job cleaning a bank in Mbabane, a day’s drive their 

home. She would spend the week working there and 

would return at the weekend to give him his medicines. 

His children left school to help care for him and his 

whole family life effectively became consumed by his 

illness. Since he finished his treatment for MDR-TB, Mr 

Mkoko has become a powerful and passionate for 

better TB control in the mines and has visited the 

International AIDS Society conference in Washington 

DC and is spearheading education and advocacy 

initiatives among Swazi ex-miners. It is thanks to his 

family’s extraordinary commitment and dedication to 

his recovery that this was possible, many thousands of 

men are not so lucky. 

Somisewu Mookozo, Lesotho 

 Mr Somisewu Mookozo, 44, contracted TB after 16 

years working in a gold mine near Johannesburg.  Upon 

returning home to his village in Lesotho, his wife and 

children abandoned him. He now relies on assistance 

from his mother and her old age pension for support 

and cannot afford to see a doctor. In his own words: 

“We were told about the danger of dust. Yes, we were 

told but we were not given any precaution measures 

only face masks. It was very dangerous and risky to 

blast the rock while underground but we had no 

choice. I was not informed about anything...... I did not 

suffer from TB while working. I got sick after I arrived 

home. I have suffered from TB since leaving the mines, 

and I was admitted for 3 months in the hospital here. 

My chest is painful as we speak. It gets tight when 

breathing and I am often out of breath”. 

TB and Mining timeline  

Over the past few years, this is an issue that has risen 

from relative obscurity to being actively on the agendas 

of major actors such as DFID and the World Bank. In no 

small part this is thanks to the work of RESULTS and our 

partners worldwide. This short timeline notes some of 

the key dates in the story of TB and Mining.   
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June 2010: 2nd South Africa TB Conference Aaron 

Motsoaledi, Health Minister for South Africa famously 

says “if TB is a snake, and I say this to the mining 

companies, if TB is a snake then its head is here in 

South Africa” 

July 2010: health ministers from Swaziland, South 

Africa and Lesotho call on SADC leaders to act on TB 

and mining.  

November 2011: Chamber of Mines SA’s Mine health 

and Safety Council hold TB, HIV and AIDS Summit 

which calls for action on TB and mining This reflects 

recognition within the industry that TB is a huge issue 

that needs prioritisation.  

February 2012: RESULTS staff meets Jonathan Smith 

on TB Delegation to South Africa RESULTS staff meets 

epidemiologist and director Jonathan Smith and discuss 

plans for a UK–wide screening of ‘They Go To Die’ to 

support RESULTS work on TB and mining.  

July 2012: TB REACH announces a call for Wave 3 

proposals. Their third round of proposals, this time 

specific calls are made for projects which are aimed at 

mines and mining communities. TB REACH seeks 

innovative pilot projects to reach communities 

currently without access to diagnostic services. Since its 

inception TB REACH has diagnosed thousands of cases 

of TB that would have otherwise gone undetected. 

August 2012: 16 Heads of State sign the SADC 

Declaration on TB and Mining. In an unprecedented 

act of political will, the leaders of the 16 SADC 

governments signed this declaration which commits  to 

taking tangible actions like establishing independent 

mining ombudsmen to handle health-related 

complaints, harmonising treatment protocols related to 

addressing HIV, TB and silicosis on the mines. 

November 2012: First action on TB and Mining 

Grassroots take their first TB and Mining action, calling 

on the UK government to invest £30 million over the 

next 3 years into TB REACH, a funding mechanism that 

works to find more people with TB earlier and with 

more accuracy, particularly in remote locations such as 

the villages and communities where mineworkers 

return to after leaving the mines.   

December 2012: Joint APPG reception on TB and 

Mining 

The APPG on Global TB and HIV host a joint Christmas 

reception on TB and Mining in Parliament and shows 

some short clips of ‘They Go To Die’.   

March 2013: Dying for Gold tour. UK wide screening of 

‘They Go To Die’ begins!  Felix, Saoirse and Jonathan 

travel the length and breadth of the UK to screen the 

film in the towns and cities of our grassroots 

volunteers. Over 1000 action cards are signed and 

nearly 2000 people see the film, securing several 

national pieces of media.  

March 2013: Swaziland Statement signed. Heads of 

state from regional and donor governments, 

multilaterals like the Global Fund and World Bank and 

NGOs come together to make a renewed commitment 

to tackling TB and HIV, with a focus on TB in mines and 

mining communities. At the meeting the UK pledges 

$220,000 to a match funding project aimed at 

mobilising private sector investment and the Institute 

of Migration announced a $6.5 million project on 

health and mobility in the sector. 

April 2013: Over 30 Academic Researchers send a 

letter to Justine Greening. Letter is sent to Justine 

Greening MP from academic researchers calling on the 

UK to announce a substantial pledge to the Global Fund 

to fight AIDS, TB and malaria and to invest in TB REACH.  

They received a reply one month later from Lynne 

Featherstone, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 

at DFID stating the UK’s intention to tackle TB in mines 

through a project bringing together stakeholders from 

across the region; echoing our positive assessment of 

TB REACH; and stating the UK’s intention to fully 

support the Global Fund. 

June 2013: Meeting secured with Justine Greening to 

discuss TB and Mining RESULTS and a group of MPs 

from the APPG-TB meet with Justine Greening to 

discuss TB and Mining and the importance of the 

Global Fund in the response to the issue. Ms Greening 

states strong political will to positively tackle TB in 

mining. 

July 2013: Lynne Featherstone, Junior Minister at 

DFID, holds meetings with executives from mining 

companies across the Southern African region. 

Later in 2013: World Bank economic analysis on 

financial impact of TB.  

 


