
August 2014 Action Sheet  

Building success 
Developing relationships, growing your groups 
 

Taking stock after a busy seven months 

We’ve had a great first half of the year with all of our grassroots campaigning. We have helped secure a £2 million 

investment from the UK Government into tackling the TB epidemic in Southern Africa’s gold mines, a huge success for 

our campaign which has been running for the past 18 months; and we led a coalition of organisations calling for the 

world to step up and fund the Global Partnership for Education, achieving billions of pounds of new investment from 

governments around the world. We mobilised over 1000 people to call for the UK government to play their part, and 

we launched the #becauseofschool Twitter campaign, which reached over a million people. 

From September we’ll be getting started with our final campaign of 2014, securing a major UK contribution to the 

Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisations (GAVI), an incredible organisation that works to deliver vaccines to 

children in some of the world’s hardest to reach places. From September until the end of the year we’ll be working 

hard on ensuring GAVI has all the support and resources they need to keep giving kids the best start possible in life. 

So, before we pivot over to our work on GAVI, we’re taking another month to build on our recent successes and 

strengthen our growing network. We’re giving groups a ‘menu’ of actions this month, so you can pick and choose 

which you’d like to undertake. We’re asking you to: (1) focus on growing your group, either through personal contacts 

or through organising a small event; (2) meet your MP while they are back in local constituencies, talking them 

through our issues; and/or (3) working to get a meeting with your newly elected MEPS, or sending them some actions 

they can take. 

1. Grow your group – challenge yourselves to undertake some expansion 

During the summer it’s great to focus on bringing new people into your RESULTS group. So the first action we’re 

asking you to take is to get some new members along to your next meeting. You can do this in one of two ways: 

1. Simply utilise your network of local contacts to invite someone who has previously expressed an interest in 

RESULTS, or in development, or just someone you think might be interested in what we do. If you challenge 

everyone in your group to bring one new person to the next meeting, your group will double in size. 

2. Hold a small event in your community – organise a BBQ, run a stall at a local fair - and use it to have some 

conversations with local people about the work of RESULTS. For a full range of ideas and tips for how to 

expand your group, see background sheet 1 

 

2. Catch up with your MP 

We’ve all been working hard with our MPs over the year, and many of them have contributed to our successes on TB 

and Mining and the GPE replenishment. Now that Parliament is on recess for the summer, they should be spending 

more time back in their local constituencies (as well as taking some holidays) so this is a good time of year to catch up 

with them. We’re suggesting you make an appointment to visit your MP at a drop-in surgery. You can use this 

opportunity to: 

1. Thank them for any work they have done on the GPE replenishment and on TB and Mining. 

2. Take along our one-pager on the GAVI Alliance, and explain you’ll be asking for their help with the campaign 

over the coming months. 

3. If your MP is supportive of international development, ask them to speak in the debate on the forthcoming 

Private Members Bill, to be debated on September 12th, which would enshrine the UK Government’s 

commitment to spending 0.7% of GNI on overseas aid into law. –See Background Sheet 2 for full details of all 

of these asks 

3.     Get development on the agenda of your new MEPs 

On May 22nd the people of the UK voted in the elections to decide who will represent us in the European Parliament. 

Now, we have a whole host of new MEPs who are keen to get to work when the parliament begins its next session in 



September. Right now is a great opportunity to let them know that there are people in their region who care 

passionately about issues of international development. Since the EU is the world’s largest giver of overseas aid, 

having supportive MEPs is crucial to ensuring that money is spent in the best way possible.  

Getting a meeting with an MEP is pretty tricky, and may not be possible. Even so, it’s well worth getting in touch with 

their offices and starting to build a relationship. It’s also worth getting in touch with your fellow RESULTS groups in 

the same region of the UK as you reach out to MEPs, to avoid duplication.  If you can get a meeting with your MEP 

then these are the ‘asks’ to make of them. If you can’t get a meeting, you can still make these requests in a letter or 

phone call to their offices.  

1. Welcome them to their role as MEP, explain the work of RESULTS. Try and find out what has motivated them 

to run for the European Parliament. What do they want to achieve in their time in office? What are their 

goals and ambitions? 

2. Give them a copy of our briefing ‘Global Health Guide – European Parliament 2014-2019 (attached as 

Background sheet 3)’ which includes key information about our global health work in the EU.  

3. Ask them if they would like to find out more about how they can become involved with the work of RESULTS 

and our colleagues working in Brussels on global development issues. See Background sheet 1 for full details 

of these asks of European Parliamentarians 

How do you know if you got a new MEP? 

MEPs represent ‘regions’ of the UK. Every region other than Northern Ireland has at least one new MEP, some have 

up to three. These are the MEPs we suggest you focus your attention on. Look below to see who theys are: 

Region RESULTS Groups in the region New MEPS  

East Midlands Leicester Andrew Lewer, Conservative.  

London South London, Central London Seb Dance, Labour 

Lucy Anderson, Labour 

North East Newcastle Paul Brannen, Labour 

Jude Kirton-Darling, Labour 

North West Macclesfield, Manchester Theresa Griffin, Labour 

Afzal Khan, Labour 

Julie Ward, Labour 

Scotland Edinburgh, Glasgow, Linlithgow Ian Duncan, Conservative 

South East Oxford, Reading  Annalise Dodds, Labour 

South West Poole, Bristol, Bath Clare Moody, Labour 

Molly Scot Cato, Green 

West Midlands Birmingham, Leamington Sion Simon, Labour 

Neena Gill, Labour 

Yorkshire and the Humber Sheffield Central, Sheffield South Richard Corbett, Labour 

 

If you’re unsure who your MEPs are, you can check out this website for full details - 

http://www.europarl.org.uk/en/your_meps.html 

http://www.europarl.org.uk/en/your_meps.html

