
August 2014 Background Sheet 2: 

Building relationships with MPs & MEPs 
Gaining their support for your issues 
 

MEETING YOUR MP 

Summer can be a great time to meet with your MP to build your relationship with them. Parliament is on recess from 

July to September, so MPs are often back in their local constituencies for a lot of August (of course, they may also 

take a well-deserved holiday for some of the time!). This is the last summer before next May’s General Election, so 

MPs will be keen to meet their constituents and build local support.  

Make an appointment to visit your MP at one of their drop-in surgeries. If you don’t succeed in doing that, there 

may be other opportunities to speak to your MP when they are at local events like summer fairs or festivals. Failing 

that, why not drop them a friendly email to remind them about the issues you care about. 

You will know better than us how good a relationship you currently have with your MP and what makes most sense 

to talk to them about. Here are our ideas for what you could discuss. Remember to focus on the outcome you want 

from the meeting – their commitment to stay in contact and pursue the issues you, as their constituent, care about 

in Parliament. 

1. Tell them about your recent campaigning successes, and thank them for their help 

We’ve seen real progress already this year on several fronts. It’s crucial to thank your MP if they have helped to 

pursue these issues for you. And if they haven’t, you’ll be demonstrating how powerful your advocacy is (so maybe 

they’ll pay more attention in future!). 

You could tell them about… 

The UK’s leading pledge to support the Global Partnership for Education 

From joining global grassroots calls to writing to MPs to Tweeting Ministers, your advocacy delivered a very proud 

moment in June, when the UK Government led the way at the Global Partnership for Education replenishment 

conference. The UK pledged to contribute up to £300 million to the GPE over the next four years. Our Minister stood 

proudly alongside Ministers from developing countries as they collectively pledged to secure a good education for 

29 million children from 2015-18. Developing country governments pledged US$26 billion in their own domestic 

financing for education – a great step towards aid independence! 

The powerful commitments Ministers have made to prioritise disabled people in UK aid 

Thanks to your tireless campaigning for years on this issue, the last 12 months have seen dramatic progress in the 

UK’s support for education for disabled children in developing countries. Last year, Minister Lynne Featherstone 

pledged that all future schools built with UK aid money would be accessible to disabled children. This year, DFID have 

committed to publishing a new “disability framework” by November. More than ever before, we’ll know that UK aid 

money is prioritising the most marginalised people in our world and helping them to fulfil their potential. 

The progress that the UK is supporting in tackling the TB epidemic in South Africa’s mines 

In April the UK finally made public the details of their £2 million investment into tackling the problem of tuberculosis 

in the gold mining industry of Southern Africa. This announcement has been followed by investments from the World 

Bank (of $100 million) and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria (also of $100 million) to tackle the 

epidemic. This is hugely welcome and represents a massive step forward for our campaigning and for bringing the 

epidemic under control. Thank them for any and all action they have taken on this issue. 

2. Ask for their help with the GAVI replenishment campaign 

Globally, 6.6 million children under the age of five die every year, equating to 18,000 deaths every day. Yet the vast 

majority of these deaths are preventable and treatable, particularly through vaccines. Sadly, one in five children are 

unable to access even the most basic vaccines. The GAVI Alliance is playing a vital role in changing this. GAVI has just 

announced that their replenishment conference will take place in January 2015. Donors like the UK have been asked 



to commit money to support immunisation programmes in developing countries between 2016 and 2020. A fully 

funded GAVI would support countries to immunise an additional 300 million children, leading to five to six million 

lives being saved. We want the UK to make an early pledge in the autumn, setting a high bar to persuade other 

donors to also step up to reach the target. Give your MP a copy of our one-pager on GAVI and ask for their support 

in raising this issue when Parliament returns in September. 

3. Ask them to speak in Parliament in support of spending on overseas aid 

As you’ll know, the current UK Government has fulfilled a long-standing commitment to spend 0.7% of Gross National 

Income on overseas aid and development. The UK is the first G8 country to deliver on a promise made 35 years ago! 

But so far, the Government have not put that pledge into law, which means any future government could decide to 

reduce aid spending. Now there is an opportunity to get the 0.7% commitment fixed in law for the future. On 12th 

September, Parliament will be debating a ‘Private Members Bill’ led by Michael Moore MP which, if passed, would 

enshrine the UK Government’s commitment to spending 0.7% of GNI on overseas aid into law. If you know your MP 

is supportive of the life-changing work that UK aid spending delivers in developing countries, urge them to attend 

the debate and speak in support of the Bill.  

ENGAGING YOUR NEW MEPs  

On May 22nd the UK went to the polls to vote for our representatives to the next European Parliament. Labour, UKIP 

and the Green Party all made significant gains in the election and they have a big group of new MEPs about to take 

office. The EU is still the largest aid-giving institution in the world and has a huge role to play in international 

development. We want to make sure it is on the agenda of our new MEPs before they head to Brussels for the first 

time.  

We’re asking you to try and fix up a meeting with your newly elected MEPs to raise the issues we work on, and to 

let them know there is a powerful and committed group of constituents who care about these issues, that will 

want to work closely with them over the term of the Parliament. 

1. Working with other RESULTS groups that share the same MEPs as you, work to set up a meeting with your 

newly elected MEPs. If you can’t get a face-to-face, then send a letter instead.  

2. Take along (or send) our ‘Global Health Guide to the European Parliament’ which has been created along with 

our partners working from Brussels. 

a. In a 2010 communication, the European Commission recognised that the EU has a major role to play 

in improving global health. To make this a reality the communication set out a framework for a more 

effective EU contribution to support developing countries in achieving the health related Millennium 

Development Goals which was supported by the European Parliament.  

 

b. However, despite these concrete discussions four years later the EU still lacks a clear strategy and 

implementation plan to maintain its leadership in global health. Without a ‘program of action’ along 

with dedicated financial resources, the EU’s approach to global health will remain scattered rather 

than being a focused, long term strategy. 

 

c. Your MEP can work in several ways to ensure that a programme for action on global health is 

developed in this new parliament. Through the tabling of parliamentary resolutions, declarations, and 

questions, your MEP can call on the EC to develop a time-bound “Global Health Programme for 

Action” to implement EU commitments on global health, through a participatory and inclusive 

process, in close consultation with civil society and MEPs.   

 

3. If your MEP agrees to a meeting, then let us know in the RESULTS office. We have been doing research on all 

of our new representatives and we can help you prepare a briefing that is specific to them.    

  Our suggestions for the new MEPs to focus on, and the regions they represent, are on the Action Sheet. If you’re 

unsure who your MEPs are, you can also check out this website for full details - 

http://www.europarl.org.uk/en/your_meps.html 


