
August 2016 Background Sheet 

Media action on malnutrition in the run-up 

to the Rio ‘media event’ on 4th August.  

 
Please call on the UK Government to continue building momentum around nutrition at Rio by writing a Letter to 
the Editor of your local media, and by sharing tweets and Facebook posts with your social media networks.  
 
Talking points for your Letter to the Editor 

● Good nutrition in the first 1,000 days of life lays a strong foundation for development and progress. It 
ensures a better start to life and allows children to reach their full potential. 

● We have made progress in tackling global hunger, but malnutrition is still a severe problem. We live in a 
world where malnutrition affects 1 in 3 people and contributes to 45% of child deaths. 

● Despite this, it has been a relatively invisible issue. The world is way off track to meet agreed targets for 
nutrition, and to achieve the aims of the Global Goals to “end hunger and malnutrition by 2030”.  

● Of the 700 million children under 5 years old in the world, 159 million are too short for their age, 50 million 
are too thin for their height, and millions suffer from deficiencies of vitamins and minerals. 

● The UK has been a world leader in tackling malnutrition. The Government must now show its continued 
commitment and meet its objective of improving nutrition for 50 million people over the next 5 years.  

● On 4th August 2016, the Brazilian Government is hosting an event alongside the Rio Olympics to assess 
progress in tackling malnutrition, and to find a way forward. It is now time for the UK government to lead 

once again, and drive progress toward investment in improving nutrition. 
 
Social media suggestions 
 
Sample tweets 

Millions of malnourished children fail to survive & thrive. Is the UK #ReadyforRio to change this at 
#Nutritionforgrowth on 4th Aug?  

Time for @DFID_UK to raise #InvestInNutrition to unlock the potential in all children at Rio 
#Nutritionforgrowth bit.ly/2aqmuHz 

.@patel4witham Rio is the UK's chance to extend its #Nutritionforgrowth legacy. Is @DFID_UK #ReadyforRio 
to deliver nutrition success? 

.@patel4witham each day 8,000 malnourished children fail to reach their 5th birthday. Attend Rio 
#Nutritionforgrowth to ensure #Healthylives 

.@Patel4witham the UK must be #ReadyforRio and lead the race to end #malnutrition so all children have 
#HealthyLives bit.ly/2aqmuHz 

Now is the time to raise #Nutritionforgrowth momentum. @patel4witham will you demonstrate UK 
leadership in Rio & #InvestinNutrition? 

 
Why not join our Thunderclap?  This will release a simultaneous tweet on 3rd August from everyone who has 
signed up, so that our message is seen by thousands of people. We are sharing this with other organisations 
working on global malnutrition. Please sign up in advance and share with your networks. 
 
Sample Facebook Post 
Malnutrition is a global challenge affecting 1 in 3 people on our planet. In 2013, the UK co-hosted a ‘Nutrition 

for Growth’ summit with Brazil, pledging new resources to end malnutrition. This momentum must not be lost. 

Is the UK #ReadyForRio? Watch our video which shows how all children around the world have the potential to 

lead #HealthyLives: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63uvc1K9TgE 

http://bit.ly/2aqmuHz
http://bit.ly/2aqmuHz
http://thndr.me/EzKWqn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63uvc1K9TgE

