
August 2017 Action Sheet  
 

Answers on a postcard, please! 
Ask your MP to champion UK aid in Parliament when they return from their summer break.  
 

 

Over the first half of 2017 you've encouraged your 

MPs to raise RESULTS’ issues in Parliament; from 

becoming polio champions, to writing to Priti Patel 

about the Global Partnership for Education, or urging 

Theresa May to prioritise TB at the G20. As 

campaigners, it sometimes feels like there are so many 

issues we’d like our MPs to address, and we’re always 

thinking about the next thing we ask them to do! It’s 

really important to acknowledge the positive actions 

our MPs have taken, and the summer recess is an 

opportune moment to do just that. And whether or 

not your MP has taken action in the past, it’s also the 

perfect time to let them know that as a passionate 

advocate for issues like health and education, you are 

also a proud supporter of high quality UK aid, and 

would like them to champion this in Parliament.   

The vital importance of UK aid  

UK aid is making a real difference to the lives of the 

world’s poorest people every year. For example since 

2011, UK aid has supported 11.3 million children into 

primary and lower secondary education, ensured 5.6 

million births are attended by skilled birth attendants, 

and with UK’s latest pledge to the Global Fund, will 

help save 8 million lives from AIDS, TB and malaria. 

The UK is committed to spending 0.7% of our Gross 

National Income on overseas development, a promise 

that has been enshrined in law since 2015.  

But with 263 million young people currently out of 

school, and 1 in 10 infants missing out on essential 

vaccines, we know there's a lot more still to do to 

meet the Global Goals and ensure no-one is left 

behind. Good quality UK aid is a vital part of achieving 

this.  

Aid under attack in the national press 

Yet over the past year, UK aid has faced regular attacks 

in the national media, with calls for the 0.7% target to 

be scrapped and the aid budget to be massively 

reduced. Headlines from the Daily Mail and the Sun 

have claimed of a ‘foreign aid cash point’ or ‘Britain 

exporting the dole’ over the UK’s use of cash transfers, 

one of the most effective ways of delivering aid. 

Yenga, a group using music to address barriers to girls’ 

education, was vilified as ‘the Ethiopian Spice Girls’.  

Negative coverage has focused on accusations of 

waste and corruption, as well as presenting false 

choices between helping the most vulnerable people 

in the world and helping people here in the UK. In 

recent months, aid sceptic politicians have also joined 

calls for aid money to be diverted towards UK 

spending demands. In contrasting ‘generous’ aid 

spending with stretched domestic services, media 

attacks have failed to mention that, as the one of the 

world’s richest nations, we are big enough to do both.  

 

 

The great British summer is officially here and as you get ready for the summer break, Members of Parliament are 
doing the same. The House of Commons is in recess and MPs have returned to their constituencies. Now is an 
opportune moment to remind them that we want them to be champions of UK aid, making sure it continues to be 
of high quality and focused on helping the world’s poorest, when they return from the summer recess. Thanks to 
your advocacy, many of your MPs have been supportive of international development this year. So as Parliament 
breaks for the summer, it’s the perfect time to acknowledge their contributions to our campaigns. We know that 
together you’ve been making a real difference to the lives of some of the world’s most marginalised people. But 
we also know there is a lot more to do to create a more equal world, and that good quality UK aid will continue to 
be a vital part of achieving this. Yet in recent months, Britain’s overseas aid has faced negative coverage in the 
media. In the face of these attacks in the national press, it’s really important that MPs hear directly from you that 
there is firm support in their constituency for lifesaving UK aid. As an increasing proportion of the UK’s aid budget 
is spent across a number of Government departments, not just by the Department for International Development, 
there are also new challenges to address as we make sure that UK aid continues to be of a high quality and 
focused on poverty eradication. This month, we’re asking you to send your MP a handwritten postcard, thanking 
them for their support this year, and telling them why you want them to stand up for high quality UK aid when 
they return to Parliament after the summer.  

https://capx.co/giving-people-money-is-a-great-way-to-tackle-poverty/


Take action 

1. Please send your MP a postcard, thanking them for any actions they’ve taken to support international 

development this year. Give them some examples of the powerful and transformative things UK aid 

achieves (see the Background Sheet), and tell them why you want them to champion good quality UK 

aid, focused on poverty reduction, in Parliament. 

2. You can download a RESULTS postcard to send to your MP from our website - please print it out double 

sided on thin card. Alternatively, you could buy a postcard with a holiday theme! As MPs are back in 

their constituencies, you’ll need to post it to their constituency address which you can find on the 

Parliament website. Don’t forget to include your postcode when you sign off your message. Please let 

us know when you’ve sent a postcard by emailing madeline.moore@results.org.uk.   

3. Help us increase the impact of the campaign by sharing the action. Give a postcard to a friend or family 

member, and ask them to write a message on UK aid to their MP too.  

 

What about the facts?  

In light of the recent media attacks, it’s helpful to look 

behind the headlines. The UK’s overseas aid 

programme is one of the most transparent in the 

world, with DFID providing verifiable assurance of its 

impact and quality. Devtracker makes it easy to see 

where and how money is spent, and DFID in the news 

also regularly responds to media coverage of UK aid 

and provides useful facts and figures. UK aid is helping 

ensure that we have the resources needed to meet 

the Global Goals, and our commitment to spending 

0.7% of our national income on international 

development actually helps to make sure that aid 

provides good value for money, since secure finances 

allow programmes to be planned in advance.  

Making sure UK aid is of a high quality 

To achieve the Global Goals, we not only need high 

quality development programmes and firm public 

support for aid, but we also need to be consistently 

making sure that all UK aid is effective, transparent 

and high quality. When we talk about the ‘quality’ of 

aid, we’re assessing its focus on poverty: whether it 

delivers the maximum impact for the most 

disadvantaged people in the world. High quality aid 

should focus on poverty eradication and sustainable 

development.  

UK aid delivered by DFID is the most transparent in the 

world, but as a higher proportion of aid money is 

spent across other government departments (OGDs), 

there are new challenges to address in ensuring this 

same level of quality and accountability. Currently 

DFID is responsible for 74% of UK aid spending, with 

14 OGDs or cross-government funds also spending aid 

money. While this could be positive for more joined-

up working, it also brings potential problems if money 

spent by OGDs is less transparent, or there is a risk of 

diluting its poverty focus.  

Last month, the National Audit Office produced a 

report into how the UK government manages its 0.7% 

target. The report showed that while DFID had 

improved its ability to spend smoothly throughout the 

year, OGDs who spend aid money have work to do in 

ensuring that they met the same high accountability 

and transparency standards as DFID.  

Why send your MP a postcard?  

With an increasing amount of negative press coverage, 

it’s easy for politicians to think that there is little 

support for UK aid. That's why it's so important that 

your MP hears directly from you about why you’re 

supportive of what UK aid achieves. While it’s not a 

front page spread in the national press, showing your 

MP that there’s firm support within their constituency 

for overseas aid is actually really powerful.  

It’s also important for MPs to know that, as a 

supporter of well-spent UK aid, you also want to see 

aid money spent by all Government departments to be 

of the highest quality and focused on poverty 

reduction, and that you want them to champion this in 

Parliament. Your MP is there to represent you, and so 

explaining why you’re passionate about international 

development gives them the mandate they need to 

stand up for it in the House of Commons, whether that 

means defending specific policies on global health or 

education, or engaging in debates over aid quality.  

This month we’re asking you to send your MP a 

postcard with your message of support for high quality 

UK aid, and suggesting that you write your message by 

hand. We often hear from MPs that personalised 

letters have the most impact. Creative campaigner 

Sarah Corbett has shown us how taking the time to 

send a handcrafted message can strengthen the 

quality of the relationship with your MP. A 

handwritten postcard will help your message to stand 

out in your MP’s mailbox!  
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