
August 2017 Background Sheet  
 

Sending your MP a postcard  
Example messages for your postcard and case studies on UK aid  
 
 
This month we’re asking you to send your MP a handwritten postcard, telling them why you want them to stand up 
for high quality UK aid in Parliament when they return from their summer break.  
 
You may want to start your postcard by thanking your MPs for any contributions they’ve made towards our 

campaigns so far this year, unless you have a new MP, or one who has been less engaged. If you’re not able to pick 

out a specific action to thank your MP for, you could welcome the opportunity to work with them more closely on 

international development. Whatever your theme, please try to give them the message that there is support for the 

UK’s international development efforts – and that effective UK aid is needed to achieve that. 

Please feel free to use any of the detailed information in this month’s Action Sheet in your postcard. Here are some 
example messages you may find useful for your postcard – though do please use your own worlds.  

 
Suggestions for a supportive MP 
 

 As you return to [name of constituency] for the summer recess, I want to 
thank you for your support of international development this year.  

 Together we’re making a real difference to the lives of some of the world's 
most marginalised people. But if we are to reach the Global Goals by 2030 
there’s a lot more to do.  

 Despite what you see in some of the national press, I want you to know 
that there is firm support in [name of constituency] for UK aid and the 
things it achieves.  

 I want all UK aid to be of a high quality, transparent and effective, including 
aid money spent by departments other than DFID.   

 When you return to Parliament after the summer break, please champion 
Britain’s international development efforts and help to make sure that all 
UK aid continues to be high quality and focused on poverty eradication.  

Suggestions for an MP who is new or less engaged  
 

 As you return to [name of constituency] for the summer recess, I want to 
wish you a nice summer break, and let you know that I’d welcome the 
opportunity to work with you more closely on international development 
issues when you return to Parliament in September.  

 I’m a passionate advocate for global education and health, and proud of 
the role that UK aid plays in saving and improving millions of lives each 
year.  

 


