
 

 

August 2021 Action Sheet 

 

Keeping our promises on global health 
Despite the aid cuts, the UK must honour its existing commitments to global health funds. 

 
 
Cuts to the UK aid budget 

Last month, a motion was passed in the House of 

Commons that effectively means the UK Government 

will retain the reduction in spending on Overseas 

Development Aid (ODA) from 0.7% to 0.5% of Gross 

National Income (GNI).  

Over recent months, the scale of these cuts, amounting 

to around £4.5 billion this year alone, has been 

becoming clear only very slowly, with much of the detail 

still not yet announced. For example, funding for global 

education programmes is being cut by an estimated 

40%, even while girls’ education is stated as a 

Government priority, and UK funding for global efforts 

to eradicate polio is being cut by 95%.  

On 21 April this year, the Foreign Secretary, Rt. Hon. 

Dominic Raab MP, announced that one of the priorities 

for the reduced ODA budget was global health security, 

and the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 

Office’s delivery plan states: “The FCDO will support the 

fair and equitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines 

and mitigate the indirect health impacts of COVD-19 by 

supporting delivery of essential health services. We will 

work towards the manifesto commitment of ending 

preventable deaths of mothers, new-borns and 

children by 2030”. RESULTS believes that it is vital that 

the UK keeps its promise to the world’s poorest and 

most marginalised people and returns ODA spending to  

 

0.7% of GNI as quickly as possible. However, even 

within the reduced ODA budget of around £10 billion 

this year, the UK should continue to meet existing 

international commitments to partners, as a key part of 

its commitment to global health. Multilateral global 

health funds such as Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and the 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria are among 

the most effective ways to support the strengthening of 

health systems, prevent avoidable deaths, and deliver 

vital disease prevention programmes, contributing 

strongly to Sustainable Development Goal 3 (good 

health and wellbeing) and making a big contribution to 

overcoming poverty. 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance is a public-private 

partnership, launched in 2000, that consists of national 

governments, non-governmental organisations, 

multilateral agencies and the private sector. Its main 

role is to increase the equitable and sustainable use of 

vaccines. In April 2020, the UK made a historic pledge 

equivalent to £330 million per year to Gavi (£1.65 

billion over 5 years) to help protect 75 million children 

in the world’s poorest countries against diseases like 

measles, polio and typhoid, and to contribute to 

building the health systems needed to protect people 

for the future. See our Background Sheet for an 

example of the kind of work supported by Gavi. 

Last month, MPs effectively voted to retain the reduction in UK spending on Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
from 0.7% to 0.5% of Gross National Income (GNI), a cut of around £4.5 billion in funding in 2021 for programmes 
that assist people living in poverty around the world. Over recent months, the scale of these cuts has been slowly 
becoming clearer, with funding for global education being cut by an estimated 40%, and funding for efforts to 
eradicate polio cut by 95%. 
 
In April 2020, the UK made a historic pledge of £1.65 billion over 5 years to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance to help protect 
75 million children in the world’s poorest countries against diseases like measles, polio and typhoid. This became 
even more important with the COVID-19 pandemic putting the brakes on vaccination programmes in many 
countries. Similarly, in 2019, the UK pledged up to £1.4 billion to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, 
helping to save 2 million lives from the three diseases, again, at a time when the pandemic has now set back progress 
by many years. This month, please ask Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab MP to honour the commitments the UK has 
already made to these vital global health funds, and to continue to disburse these existing financial pledges. 

https://www.results.org.uk/results-uk-statement-vote-roadmap-uk-oda-spending
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-official-development-assistance-oda-allocations-2021-to-2022-written-ministerial-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foreign-commonwealth-development-office-outcome-delivery-plan/fcdo-outcome-delivery-plan-2021-to-2022
https://www.gavi.org/our-alliance/about
https://www.results.org.uk/results-uk-statement-uk%E2%80%99s-support-immunise-75-million-children-through-gavi-vaccine-alliance
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/August%202021%20Background%20Sheet.pdf


 

 

It is crucial that payment of the Gavi pledge is not 

delayed or reduced (note: 2021 figures have not been 

made public). The latest childhood immunisation 

figures paint a bleak picture for children worldwide. 23 

million children missed out on basic vaccinations last 

year – that’s around 1 in 6 children not protected from 

life threatening yet preventable diseases. The number 

of children not being reached with vaccinations 

reached its highest level in over a decade, and diseases 

such as measles are once more on the rise. Vaccination 

coverage remained stagnant or dropped in many 

countries, with declines in the last year largely due to 

COVID-19-related disruptions to services. 

As well as building back more resilient, equitable 

and integrated routine immunisation systems, Gavi has 

a big part to play in the ‘COVAX’ initiative, launched in 

April 2020, to ensure that the benefits of research into 

COVID-19 vaccines are shared with countries that 

would otherwise be unable to afford them. See our July 

campaign action on why the UK should urgently share 

more COVID-19 vaccination doses through COVAX. 

The Global  Fund for Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria 

Since its founding in 2002, the Global Fund has provided 

the majority of international financing for HIV/AIDS, TB 

and malaria programmes, transforming the fight 

against the three diseases and helping to save 27 

million lives. In 2019, the UK pledged up to £1.4 billion 

to the Global Fund, an investment that is helping to 

save 2 million lives from the three diseases. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has also had a big impact on 

the fight against infectious diseases such as AIDS, TB 

and malaria, as we asked you to campaign on last June 

(you can see the latest Global Fund situation report 

here). Nine of the countries with the most TB cases—

representing 60% of the global TB burden — saw an 

average 23% decline in diagnosis and treatment of TB 

infections in 2020, bringing the overall number of 

people diagnosed and treated for TB in those countries 

to 2008 levels, a setback of 12 years. 

In addition to the worldwide drop in TB diagnosis and 

treatment, data emerging from India and South Africa 

shows that people co-infected with TB and COVID-19 

have three times higher mortality than people infected 

with TB alone.  It is therefore vital that the currently 

planned investment in the Global Fund must not be 

reduced or delayed. 

What needs to be done now? 

This autumn, the Government will conduct a Spending 

Review, expected to set public expenditure for the next 

three years. The UK’s existing commitments to global 

health bodies, including Gavi and the Global Fund, are 

based on sound business cases which were accepted by 

the UK Government, and it’s clear that they are among 

the best ways to invest ODA in achieving the 

Government’s priorities of global health and ending 

preventable deaths. The Government must therefore 

honour these pledges in its budgeting process to 

include these important international commitments, 

even within the reduced overall ODA budget envelope. 

The UK Government should also budget for a significant 

financial contribution to the Global Fund’s next 

replenishment for the period 2023-25. 

This month, please ask Foreign Secretary to honour the 

commitments the UK has already made to these vital 

global health funds, and to continue to disburse the 

pledges to them according to their existing timetables.  

Take action! 

1. This month, please ask Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab MP to honour the commitments the UK has already 
made to these vital global health funds, and to continue to disburse these financial pledges according to their 
existing timetables to ensure they are properly funded to do their vital work, particularly at this time of crisis. 

Contact details: Rt. Hon. Dominic Raab MP, Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, 
King Charles Street, London SW1A 2AH. fcdo.correspondence@fcdo.gov.uk  

2. Share your thoughts on the aid cuts with the local media or online media. In the longer term, it is vital to keep 
building public support for the good that is achieved by effective UK aid. See our media guide for ideas. 

Please let us know that you’ve taken action by emailing Ruthie Walters at ruthie.walters@results.org.uk  

 

 

https://devtracker.fcdo.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-204240/transactions
https://devtracker.fcdo.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-204240/transactions
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/new-vaccination-figures-underscore-urgency-reach-most-vulnerable
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/new-vaccination-figures-underscore-urgency-reach-most-vulnerable
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-11-2020-worldwide-measles-deaths-climb-50-from-2016-to-2019-claiming-over-207-500-lives-in-2019
https://www.who.int/news/item/12-11-2020-worldwide-measles-deaths-climb-50-from-2016-to-2019-claiming-over-207-500-lives-in-2019
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator/covax
https://www.results.org.uk/news/dose-sharing-now
https://www.results.org.uk/news/dose-sharing-now
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-aid-support-to-fight-aids-tuberculosis-and-malaria
https://www.results.org.uk/news/preventing-double-threat
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/news/2021-05-20-situation-report/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/news/2021-05-20-situation-report/
http://www.stoptb.org/news/stories/2021/ns21_011.html
http://www.stoptb.org/news/stories/2021/ns21_011.html
https://devtracker.fcdo.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-205184
https://devtracker.fcdo.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-205184
mailto:fcdo.correspondence@fcdo.gov.uk
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Media%20editors%20letter%20V2.pdf

