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Talking points: Why the UK must keep its promises on global health 
This month, we are asking you to press the UK Government to honour its existing 

commitments to two vital global health funds: Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, and the Global Fund 

to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, to ensure they are properly funded at this time of crisis. It’s 

also very important that the public understand the ongoing importance of well-spend UK aid. 

These talking points for your letter or a media article should help you make the case, and 

over the page is just one example of the current challenges to global health. And top tips on 

writing to the media can be found in our media guide.  

Talking points 

 The cuts to the UK aid budget in 2020, amounting to £4.5 billion, will have a massive 

impact on our ability to combat global poverty, at a cost of tens of thousands of lives. 

 While the details of the cuts have not been made clear, there is no doubt that many 

people around the world will no longer have access to an education, good nutrition or 

essential health services. 

 In the last two years, the UK has made ambitious financial contributions to Gavi, the 

Vaccine Alliance, and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, investments that 

will save many millions of lives. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has massively set back the progress that was previously being 

made in improving access to health services, reducing coverage of vaccinations and 

diagnosis and treatments for infectious diseases, and leading to massive strain on 

health systems. 

 The UK Government should honour the commitments the UK has already made to 

these vital global health funds. 

 The UK must continue to ensure these important global health partnerships are 

properly funded to do their vital work, particularly at this time of crisis. 

 Despite the aid cuts, these international commitments must be maintained, and 

budgeted for in the Government’s next spending review, expected in the autumn. 

https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Media%20editors%20letter%20V2.pdf


 

 

Case study: Measles and rubella control in Kenya 
To control measles outbreaks in the country, the Kenya Ministry of Health rolled out a 

measles-rubella vaccination campaign in 22 high risk counties, in June and July 2021. The 

campaign was extended to accommodate social distancing guidelines and ensure health 

workers are protected, with the provision of personal protective equipment (PPE). 

The measles-rubella vaccination campaign seeks to reach approximately 3.5 million children 

between 9 and 59 months old, with a cost of KSh 800 million (US $ 7.4 million). The 

campaign has involved more than 16,000 health-workers, offering the vaccines free of 

charge through over 5,000 vaccination posts that will be set up in public places including 

markets, schools, churches, mosques and other social places as well as through mobile 

vaccination teams.  

 

“The unprecedented 

increase in the number 

of unvaccinated 

children, the increase of 

susceptible children to 

more than 2.1 million 

and the ongoing COVID-

19 pandemic has 

exacerbated the 

measles problem.” 

Dr. Mercy Mwangangi, 

Chief Administrative 

Secretary of the Kenya 

Ministry of Health. 

 

According to 2019 immunisation data from UNICEF and the WHO, measles vaccination in 

Kenya has been on the decline since 2016 while infections continue to rise. WHO reports in 

2016 showed that 97% of Kenyan children had received their first dose of measles vaccine 

by the age of one year old. However, this dropped to 90% in 2017. 

This campaign will be followed by a catch-up campaign for multiple vaccines, including HPV 

vaccine, the roll-out of which has been hit hard by school closures across the country. 

Source: Mukami Mungai, via Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. 

https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/despite-pandemic-kenya-rolls-out-measles-rubella-vaccination

