
Effective communications  
programmes can be as  
important as economic  
development, to address  
issues such as child marriage, 
sexual violence and the  
importance of education.
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Tackling issues such as child 
marriage, sexual harassment, 

violence and education. 

Through its radio drama and 
talk show, TV special, digital 

channels and music, it inspires 
behaviour change for girls, boys, 
their families and communities,  

by encouraging them to  
rethink what it means to be  

a girl in Ethiopia today. 
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Giving cash to aid recipients,  
often with no strings attached, 

has been vilified in the media as 
a ‘foreign aid cash point’.

 
But it has been shown to be a 

very efficient way of helping  
communities in urgent need. 

Funds can be transferred quickly 
without the need for agencies  
to buy and transport supplies,  

often from another country. 



They can boost access to  
healthcare, improve diets,  
and stimulate local economies. 

If the basics people need  
are available locally, cash 
transfers can help to revive  
local markets and build  
prosperity in the long term.
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This global funding mechanism  
brings together public and  

private sectors to create equal 
access to new and underused  
vaccines for children living in 
the world’s poorest countries. 

It pools resources to gain  
access to cheaper vaccines, 

reaching more children in the 
most remote areas. 
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It has contributed to the  
immunisation of 640 million  
children, preventing more  
than 9 million deaths. 

Since 2011, UK aid has  
immunised 67.1 million children 
against preventable diseases 
through support to Gavi. 

However, the world is still  
a long way from reaching  
global vaccination targets,  
and 1 in 10 children  
receive no vaccines at all.
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Malnourished children are often 
too short or underweight, have 

poor brain development, and  
are more vulnerable to diseases. 

Around 3 million children die  
each year from malnutrition,  

and over 200 million children 
don’t reach their full potential.
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The UK has played a big role  
in the global fight against  

malnutrition. In 2013, then  
Prime Minister David Cameron 
established the ‘Nutrition for 
Growth’ agenda, which raised  

$23 billion of new funding  
for nutrition programmes to  

reduce child stunting globally  
by 20 million by 2020.
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Millions more are attending 
school but not learning.  

Lack of a high-quality  
education is preventing  

millions of people around the 
world from escaping the  

cycle of poverty, especially 
girls, children with disabilities, 

and children in conflict- 
affected countries.
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The UK has been the leading  
contributor to the Global  
Partnership for Education  
(GPE), which works with  
countries to finance higher  
quality education and  
improving children’s  
educational attainment. 
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Corruption is a problem in  
Kenya but, despite this, aid  
still has an impact in the  
poorest and most vulnerable  
communities. For example,  
aid from the UK has helped 
300,000 of Kenya’s poorest 
children go to school, over  
50% of them girls.

More than 40% of people in 
Kenya live below the poverty line
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Auditing by non-government 
organisations helps to tackle 

corruption by ensuring promises 
are kept on providing local 
services to the community, 

such as repairs to water pipes 
or delivery of health care. 

Tracking how money is spent 
ensures that benefits go to 

the intended recipients.

Aid money can be used to  
support this process. 
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While large-scale and costly,  
they have often been seen as  
important ways for countries  

to meet their energy and  
water needs and contribute  
to economic development.
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Critics have pointed out that 
large dams and reservoirs 

have often been built at the 
expense of rural communities, 

who have been forced 
to sacrifice their lands and  

livelihoods to them, yet have 
reaped few benefits.
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More and more countries are  
successfully reducing poverty  
and have become ‘middle-income’ 
countries - countries such as  
India, China, Vietnam, Sri Lanka,  
and Nigeria, with more set to follow. 

But economic growth can hide 
significant inequality, such  
as in access to health services. 
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Aid from donors such  
as the UK has made a big  

contribution. 

Aid won’t eradicate poverty  
by itself, and countries  

must increasingly fund their  
own services. Big global  

changes are also needed,  
including reduced inequality,  
fairer economic systems, and  

action on climate change.
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