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 November 2013 Action Sheet 

The year in review: 
Planning f0r 2014 
 
 

Planning together 

The last year has been one that has been full of 

genuine growth and success for RESULTS and we’re 

delighted to be able to share that with you tonight. The 

aim of this December meeting is to allow you to spend 

a little time as a group reviewing the year that has been 

and looking ahead at 2014.  

So often we blaze from one action to the next without 

ever really stopping to look back at our successes and 

challenges.  

2013: Our best year ever? 

The last year may have been one the best in living 

memory, with organisational growth, travel, 

fundraising and campaign success all reaching new 

heights.  Here are some highlights: 

Organisationally 

 We have launched new groups in Bath, South 

Wales, Belfast and Cambridge. We’re in the process 

of launching groups in Liverpool and Dundee, and 

will be looking to continue that growth in 2014. 

 Our amazing volunteers have attended over 30 

meetings with MPs and at least 300 letters have 

gone from grassroots to decision makers in the UK 

Government, EU and internationally. 

 Our National Conference this April was the biggest 

in RESULTS history, bringing over 80 campaigners 

to central London for three days of advocacy 

training, lectures, heated debates, and a series of 

great meetings with key decision makers, including 

Ivan Lewis, Shadow Secretary of State for 

International Development and Malcolm Bruce, 

Chair of the International Development Select 

Committee. 

 For the first time in many years, we took a strong 

delegation of UK campaigners to the RESULTS  

 

International Conference; attendees made an 

outstanding contribution and spent more than a little 

bit of time picking Muhammad Yunnus’s brains! 

Campaign success 

As useful as the above achievements are, they aren’t 

much use if we aren’t affecting change in the world; 

and that’s where 2013 has really shone.  

Nutrition 

2013 has been the first year that we have campaigned 

together on the issue of nutrition; and you could say it 

was quite successful……after we took action in May and 

June (Keep Calm and Pledge Big) the UK Government 

announced $4.1 billion  to fight undernutrition. Not a 

bad start to our work on this vital development area. If 

implemented, these interventions could save the lives 

of literally millions of children in some of the most 

vulnerable countries in the world.  

Global Fund 

After more than eighteen months of campaigning we 

finally helped secure a commitment from the UK 

Government of £1 billion to the Global Fund to Fight 

AIDS, TB and Malaria. This is an issue that has been 

close to RESULTS’s heart for a long time, and we are 

delighted to finally achieve the breakthrough we have 

been working towards. The results? Over the next 

three years the UK pledge will provide: TB treatment 

for one million people; lifesaving anti-HIV medication 

for 750,000; and 32 million insecticide treated bed 

nets to prevent Malaria. 

Education 

It hasn’t just been our health work which has hit a 

purple patch in 2013. This year we have seen the 

achievement of two major campaign objectives from 

our education work: 

The end of another great year! 

This month we are asking you and your groups to do something a little bit different from our usual action. As it’s 
December, and we have had a great year together, we are asking you to spend this evening looking back on all 
the things you have achieved as a group over the past 12 months; and to look ahead to 2014 and to think about 
where you would like your group to be in 12 months’ time. We have provided your group leader with a planning 
form which we would like you to complete together.  
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The announcement that the International Development 

Select Committee will hold an inquiry in to DFID’s work 

on development; shining a light onto how our 

government deals with disability in all their 

development programming. This is a major success for 

us, so thank you to all who have pushed to make this 

happen. The result of an enquiry will be to cast a light 

over all of the work of DFID and to help drive the 

department to better integrate disability into their 

programs. 

Secondly, the announcements and general political will 

emanating from the ministers at DFID. Lynne 

Featherstone MP, a minister at DFID, has placed 

disability firmly at the heart of her personal work. Not 

only has she become a major advocate for disability, 

she also announced that whenever the UK builds a 

school in the developing world from now on, it will be 

built disabled accessible. While this is yet to be 

enacted, it represents a massive move forward for our 

work on this issue as a whole. If delivered, this will 

mean the difference between an education and a life 

in poverty for the thousands of out of school disabled 

children in DFID program countries. 

TB and Mining 

In March we toured the UK screening the hard hitting 

‘They Go To Die’ documentary about TB among gold 

miners in Southern Africa. The tour itself was a great 

success; but more importantly we have placed this 

issues firmly on the radar of both the UK Government 

and the major mining companies. We’re going to keep 

working on this in 2014, but the ground work we have 

managed to lay leaves us in an excellent position to 

drive real change next year.  

Working in coalition 

This year we have worked successfully through 

partners to help achieve our goals. With Medsin on 

‘They Go To Die’ and as a member of the ‘IF’ campaign 

on nutrition. We recognise that these strategic 

partnerships help us to leverage our relative strengths 

and create impact beyond what we could achieve on 

our own. We’re hoping to continue to strengthen and 

develop these ties as we go into 2014.  

We’re incredibly proud of everything on the list above 

and that barely scratches the surface. Every month the 

work that you do is helping to create new 

Parliamentary champions; inspiring more people to join 

the fight for development and justice; shifting the 

priorities of some of the biggest development spenders 

in the world; and helping to make RESULTS a stronger 

and more effective organisation every day. 

Looking ahead at 2014 

Next year we are approaching our campaigning slightly 

differently. Learning from the success of the IF 

Campaign and our work on TB and Mining we’re going 

to be introducing a tight focus on three main campaign 

areas and then building in lots of associated actions 

and activities, including strong public launches and 

events. We’ll still be taking the kind of high level 

actions that you are used to with RESULTS but we’ll be 

narrowing our focus and broadening the types of 

activities we take on. For more details and key dates 

and campaign headlines, see Background sheets 1 + 2. 

The importance of planning 

As you can see, there is a lot to work on over the 

coming year. At RESULTS we are always rushing around 

trying to get things done and sometimes we forget to 

sit and take stock. That’s why this month we’re asking 

you to spend the evening together just thinking about 

all the things you have achieved and all the things you 

want to achieve in the coming months.  

This planning will allow you, as a group, to set 

ambitious targets for expansion and advocacy as well 

as providing an opportunity to tell us about the issues 

you are most passionate about. For us, this process will 

help to ensure that we are making the most of our 

network, working smart and hard on the issues that 

matter most to you. So, take your time and enjoy your 

evenings. We look forward to hearing back from you! 

 

 

 

 

Action! 

1. Celebrate the success of your group over the past year. 

2. Look ahead at 2013 and think about some of the things you would like to achieve 

3. Send the form back to us by email at felix@results.org.uk or RESULTS, 31-33 Bondway, London, SW8 1SJ 

4. We have also included a small fundraising ask this month which we would love you to have a read of and 

consider. We are taking part in a charity raffle; every ticket you buy for £1, 92p goes to RESULTS. There are some 

amazing prizes to be won including £2000 to spend on a holiday! See Background Sheet 2 for full info. 

5. When looking back at 2013 if you think your MP or someone else has been really helpful in your advocacy, 

consider sending them a thank you note or Christmas card. People love to be thanked! 


