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2018: Opportunities to shape the world 
Supporting the global partnerships and processes that are changing the world for the better.  
 

 

The fight against extreme poverty is changing.   

The world has made huge progress against extreme 

poverty, which has more than halved since 1990. Now, 

half the world’s poorest people live in Middle Income 

Countries (MICs), which generally receive less 

international aid than Low Income Countries (LICs).  

Yet for many people in both low and middle income 

countries, basic infrastructure and services are still 

lacking, and preventable diseases and malnutrition 

continue to blight millions of lives. Inequality is 

increasing in many countries, and technology makes 

education increasingly vital for people to gain 

meaningful employment. 

Progress on the Global Goals is very mixed, and on 

some goals, is far too slow or is even reversing. For 

example, the number of people facing hunger rose in 

2016 for the first time in a decade; we are not on track 

to eradicate TB by 2030; and educational inclusion will 

not be achieved until 2084. 

However, a number of impressive global partnerships 

are at work, including Gavi the Vaccine Alliance, the 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, the Global 

Polio Eradication Initiative, and the Global Partnership 

for Education. And new ways of financing global 

development are evolving. 

Changes we want to see in the world in 2018. 

● The Global Partnership for Education (GCE) is to be 

replenished in February 2018. The UK must 

contribute its share of the burden – some US $500 

million over the next 3 years. 

● The UK must disburse its existing Nutrition for 

Growth commitments to maximise their impact, to 

increase survival rates and unlock trillions in 

wasted human potential. 

 

 

● At least 24 developing countries are likely to lose 

funding from multiple multilateral institutions in 

the next five years, posing a big risk to health 

systems. These ‘simultaneous transitions’ must be 

managed in a coordinated way. 

● With a UN High-Level Meeting in 2018, we have a 

unique chance to make progress on tackling TB, 

which needs research and development of new 

treatments and diagnostics, particularly given the 

dangerous increase in antimicrobial resistance. 

● Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) must 

remain at levels that support achievement of the 

Global Goals, with the UK’s aid budget remaining 

firmly focused on poverty reduction. 

● The Global Financing Facility (GFF) – a mechanism 

for funding health for women and girls – needs 

extra money from international donors this year. 

A world in transition: Leaving No-one Behind 

Since the millennium, significant progress has been 

made on global poverty. During the period of the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the number 

of people living in extreme poverty reduced by over 

50%. As a result of effective aid, the number of Lower 

Income Countries reduced from 63 in 2000 to 31 in 

2016, whilst the number of Middle Income Countries 

increased, with countries such as Vietnam, Nigeria and 

India moving up the income classification scale.  

But economic growth hides increasing inequalities, 

particularly in access to health services. There are now 

more people living in poverty in MICs than in any 

other income classification, with over 70% of people 

living in extreme poverty residing in MICs. Despite 

rapid economic growth, Nigeria still faces significant 

health inequity, as well as political and economic 

instability. India, one of the world’s largest economies, 

has among the highest global rates of malnutrition.  

The world has made huge strides in eradicating extreme poverty. Yet many people around the world still lack basic 

services, in an increasingly unequal world where disease and malnutrition are rife. Progress on the Global Goals is 

very mixed, and much more effort and political will is needed if we are to end extreme poverty by 2030. In 2018, 

we will be campaigning to persuade the UK Government to carry on supporting the important global initiatives 

that are creating sustainable change, and to ensure that progress is not stalled or even reversed. This month, we 

set out the issues we expect to campaign on in 2018, and ask you to plan your own ways of getting involved. 

http://www.globalgoals.org/goalkeepers/datareport/?utm_source=PTR&utm_medium=IN&utm_campaign=UNGA17&utm_term=GLRPT&utm_content=REP
https://www.results.org.uk/news/shape-future
https://www.results.org.uk/news/shape-future
https://www.globalfinancingfacility.org/


Take action  

1. This month, either in your group or as an individual campaigner, please think about how you can work on 
these issues – the calendar in the Background Sheet shows when we think the key moments will be. 

2. Ensure that your campaigning year is fun and sociable as well as effective! The ideas in the Background 
Sheet might help you bring others into the fold and give you more campaigning power. 

3. If you haven’t already done so, please take our campaign action on financing the Global Partnership for 
Education, by contacting your MP or sharing our e-action. 

4. 12 December is Universal Health Coverage Day – resources for sharing the importance of #HealthForAll will 
be posted at www.uhcday.org  

As countries achieve middle-income status, they can 

lose eligibility for financial support from international 

donors – a process known as transition. As multilateral 

institutions such as Gavi the Vaccine Alliance and the 

Global Polio Eradication Initiative withdraw, many 

countries will increasingly have to fund their own 

health systems. If donors withdraw development 

assistance too quickly – and in some cases, 

simultaneously – and if the transition to domestic 

funding is not planned for effectively, lives will be put 

at risk, with the poorest and most vulnerable people 

will be left behind. These changes threaten to reverse 

much of the progress that has already been made.  

In order to achieve the Global Goals by 2030, policies 

must focus on effective and sustainable transition, to 

help manage these changing aid relationships in a 

responsible and gradual way. We will be asking the UK 

government to prioritise transition policies, publish a 

framework for this process, and have a named high-

level person responsible for transition.   

Reaching everyone with TB treatment that works. 

No infectious disease has killed more people in human 

history than tuberculosis (TB). 1.7 million people 

worldwide died from the disease in 2016, as many as 

HIV and malaria combined.  

Yet it is a neglected disease, largely ignored and 

under-funded. It is treatable and curable, and if we act 

now, we could eliminate TB within a generation, but 

rapidly developing drug-resistance could send us back 

to a pre-antibiotic era. If drug-resistance takes hold, TB 

could claim 75 million more lives by 2050, with a 

global economic cost of US $16.7 trillion. 

This year is a unique chance to turn the tide. In 2016, 

the United Nations General Assembly agreed to hold a 

High-Level Meeting (HLM) on tuberculosis in 2018. 

Recent G20 meetings have seen discussions on 

antimicrobial resistance (AMR), and last month, the 

World Health Organisation (WHO) held a Ministerial 

Conference on TB in Moscow, which reaffirmed the 

importance of taking action on TB and AMR. 

The HLM must result in big commitments from world 

leaders, and mechanisms to hold them to account. 

This will set the path for how we tackle the disease, 

and will be a critical test of the world’s resolve to 

achieve the Global Goals on health. July’s G20 meeting 

in Argentina will also be an important moment for 

world leaders to show their resolve to tackle TB. 

We will be campaigning on TB throughout the year, 

asking the UK to increase its funding for research and 

development for new TB treatments, and pushing for 

strong commitments on AMR at the G20 and the HLM. 

Effective and transparent UK aid. 

UK aid helps to alleviate poverty and contributed to 

sustainable development around the globe. In the last 

5 years, it has helped to save the lives of 103,000 

women in childbirth. It has provided 24.5 million 

children under 5, and breastfeeding and pregnant 

women with relevant nutrition interventions. It has 

supported 11 million children in primary and lower 

secondary education and trained more than 190,000 

teachers. Many more successes abound. 

The UK should go on spending 0.7% of our national 

income on international development, and UK aid 

must remain focused on poverty reduction, in line with 

international rules on how ODA is spent. RESULTS will 

continue to make the case for an independent 

Department for International Development that leads 

and coordinates the UK’s global development work.  

RESULTS will continue using targeted and positive 

advocacy on specific issues at key moments, to build 

political will for progress on health, education and 

economic opportunities. But to help make this 

advocacy as effective as possible, we also have a 

mission to tell inspiring stories about how aid makes a 

difference, to convince politicians and the public that 

change is possible, and to help them feel that 

supporting further progress is both worthwhile and 

the right thing to do. 

https://www.results.org.uk/news/shape-future
https://results.eaction.org.uk/lobby/educationcounts
http://www.uhcday.org/
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Leaving%20no%20one%20behind%3F%20Considering%20the%20Impact%20of%20Donor%20Transition%20.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Leaving%20no%20one%20behind%3F%20Considering%20the%20Impact%20of%20Donor%20Transition%20.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Leaving%20no%20one%20behind%3F%20Considering%20the%20Impact%20of%20Donor%20Transition%20.pdf
http://www.globalgoals.org/global-goals/good-health/
https://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/

