
1 of 2 

February 2013 Background Sheet 1: 

The post-MDGs, inequalities and the need for action     

 

The post-2015 process 

Global discussions about replacing the MDGs are now 

well under-way, and moving at a fast pace. Over the 

last few months the UN has been conducting 

consultations in many countries, as well as 

consultations on specific themes such as health, 

education and the environment. RESULTS has been 

working hard to input our views to several of these key 

consultations. Meanwhile, the UN Secretary-General 

has appointed a ‘High Level Panel of Eminent Persons’ 

to provide input on what post-2015 development goals 

should look like. Later in 2013 at a major summit in 

September, the UN General Assembly will review 

progress towards the existing MDGs and debate the 

post-2015 agenda. The shaping of the new 

development goals is a crucial global debate which will 

be a top priority for governments, NGOs and 

international institutions over the coming months. We 

want to ensure RESULTS grassroots have their say. 
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The UN High Level Panel 

Last year, Ban Ki-Moon, the UN Secretary-General 

appointed a ‘High Level Panel of Eminent Persons’ to 

provide input on the post-2015 development 

framework. Prime Minister David Cameron is a co-chair 

of the panel, alongside Liberian President Ellen 

Johnson-Sirleaf and Indonesian President Susilo 

Bambang Yudhoyono. The panel is made up of leaders 

from civil society, private sector and governments from 

around the world. The panel held its first full meeting in 

London in November, discussing individual and 

household poverty including human development, jobs 

and livelihoods, and how to reach the marginalized and 

excluded. Their second meeting took place in Liberia 

last week and focused on national building blocks for 

sustained prosperity. The final meeting will take place 

in Indonesia in March before the panel submits its final 

report back to the UN Secretary General in May.  

Different types of inequality 

Much of RESULTS’ advocacy and campaigning focuses 

on tackling different kinds of inequality across our work 

on education, health, child survival and microfinance. 

Too often we know that, even as overall progress is 

being made against the MDG targets, it is the poorest 

and most vulnerable who are left further behind. In our 

advocacy we frequently call on the UK Government and 

other donors to do more to reach the most 

marginalised and ensure more equitable development. 

Below are some examples of specific inequalities our 

work aims to address: 

Education and inequalities 

Despite significant progress towards MDG 2 (“achieve 

universal primary education”), there remain 61 million 

children of primary age out of school around the world. 

Access to school is highly inequitable, with huge 

differences between and within countries. Nigeria, for 

example, has 10.5 million out of school children, the 

highest out of school population in the world. 

Meanwhile, one third of all children who are not in 

school have a disability, and in some countries being 

disabled more than doubles the chance of never 

enrolling in school. Since the word “disability” is not 

mentioned anywhere in the MDGs, it is perhaps 

unsurprisingly that those living with disabilities have 

been amongst the most marginalised from education 

and other services.  

A Global Campaign for Education (GCE) UK report 

launched last year identified those groups of children 

who are most marginalised and excluded from 

education, not just disabled children, but also those 

living in remote areas, those living in informal 

settlements, ethnic and linguistic minorities, and 

children in conflict-affected or fragile states. The report 

highlighted the strong work that the UK’s Department 

for International Development is doing on gender 
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equity and increasing girls’ access to education, and 

urged the Government to do more to tackle non-

gender aspects of equity in a more strategic way. 

Childhood vaccines and inequalities 

Major progress has been made on MDG 4 (“reduce 

child mortality”). In response to the huge threat posed 

by childhood diseases, more children have been 

immunised against more diseases than ever before. By 

2010, 85% of the world’s children were vaccinated with 

three doses of a diphtheria-, tetanus-and pertussis-

containing vaccine (DTP3), compared with 75% two 

decades earlier. The number of countries that have 

achieved the global target of 90% DTP3 coverage in 

children under the age of one is now 130. 

However, one in five children worldwide - nearly 20 

million children per year - still do not receive the most 

basic vaccinations. In rich and poor countries alike, the 

poorest and most disadvantaged children continue to 

miss out on life-saving interventions. Often we see that 

family income, ethnicity and gender determine which 

children get vaccinated. Yet under the UN Convention 

on the Rights of the Child, access to health, healthcare 

and vaccination is an inalienable right of every child. 

Vaccination must not be restricted to those lucky 

enough or rich enough to receive it. 

Financial services and inequalities 

Here in the UK we take access to bank accounts, loans 

and insurance for granted. Yet for many in the 

developing world these basic financial services are out 

of reach, compounding income inequality and making 

quality education and healthcare unaffordable to many 

of the poorest and most vulnerable. The MDGs had 

little to say about inclusive economic development – 

something we hope a post-2015 framework will 

prioritise as a means of reducing inequalities and 

poverty. Evidence shows that access to secure savings, 

for example, helps reduce poverty and household 

financial instability, yet most people in developing 

countries do not have access to secure savings, and 

save either informally or not at all.  Ensuring equitable 

access to financial services such as savings and 

insurance could be a crucial way to reduce inequalities. 

What would tackling inequalities post-2015 look like? 

We want David Cameron, in his key role co-chairing the 

UN High Level Panel, to champion the poorest and 

most vulnerable people as the central priority for 

post-2015 development goals. Tackling inequalities will 

involve action by the global community, national 

governments, civil society, private sector and 

individuals. But it starts with getting the new goals 

right. We want the Prime Minister to ensure that: 

- Tackling inequalities becomes a cross-cutting 

theme central to all goals including those on 

education, health and access to financial 

services. 

- The post-2015 goals build on the good work in 

relation to gender equality – continue this, and 

consider other forms of inequality such as 

income, disability and ethnicity. 

- The new framework should be made up of 

absolute, not relative goals. “Getting to zero” 

on hunger and poverty, or conversely “getting 

to 100%” on provision of quality education and 

healthcare will implicitly mean addressing 

inequalities and would be in line with 

international treaties on universal human 

rights that say that every child and adult 

everywhere, no matter what their income, 

gender or ethnicity, should enjoy education, 

health and freedom.  

- But we need to go further than this. The 

“aggregated” targets of the MDGs, which 

measured progress only at a national level, 

both masked and exacerbated inequalities. We 

can’t allow this to happen again. Post-2015, 

the targets and indicators for measuring 

progress must go beyond the national level, 

and specifically monitor progress for key sub-

groups and aspects of inequality, such as 

gender, age, wealth, disability and location. 

This kind of “disaggregated” measurement will 

encourage all parties – national governments, 

international institutions, donors, civil society, 

the private sector – to deliver for all groups in 

society, not just the “lowest hanging fruit”. 

 


