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TB, the Global Fund and Parliamentary Champions  
Why we need to engage parliamentarians in the Global Fund replenishment.  

 

What is a “replenishment”? 

For those of you who have campaigned on the Global Fund before, you will know how important it is to have a 

successful “replenishment”. For those of you who haven’t, The Global Fund is one of the most efficent and 

effective ways of achieving a world free of the burden of HIV, TB and malaria. It gains funds from donors in three-

year cycles, and the funds need to be topped up, or “replenished”, every three years. The UK is a leading donor, 

and political will is needed to ensure that we give a sum of money that will set a strong level of ambition from 

other donor countries. That is why it is essential for us to ensure that there are parlimentary champions who will 

advocate for an ambitious UK pledge. 

What does an “ambitious” pledge from the UK Government look like?  

Following the release of the Global Fund’s Investment case in late December, it is not yet clear what is the exact 

sum the UK Government should be asked to contribute to this replenishment in autumn; more research is still 

needed to assess a realistic expectation in the current political and economic climate. Furthermore, we believe 

that the UK Government is highly unlikely to respond to an exact figure until the results of its ‘Multilateral Aid 

Review’ (MAR) are published in late March.  

The MAR is an assessment that examines the value for money from putting funding from UK taxpayers through 

multilateral organisations such as the Global Fund, and will be used to help decide the future funding levels to 

these organisations. (A multilateral organisation is one that has members or contributors from several countries 

and stakeholders.) 

We are cautiously confident that The Global Fund will have a successful review and that the UK will pledge again 

this year; however, as set out in the Action Sheet, an ambitious figure is vital. For comparison, the UK pledged £1 

billion in the last replenishment in 2013, making it the third largets donor at that time.  

Why are we engaging MPs now, before we know how much we are asking for?   

We need to  engage parliamentarians with the issue now, so that we have their support when the negotiations 

begin. If we make parliamentarians aware of The Global Fund and the success stories from previous 

replenishments, we will be able to secure them as champions who will advocate for a ambitious pledge when the 

time is right. That’s why at this point in the year, we are asking you to contact parliamentarians to push for the 

level of ambition we will require; we really want to set a high expectation before detailed discussions about exact 

figures begin, to maximise the chances of success. 

Who is Nick Hurd MP and why are we targetting him? 

At the end of last year, Nick Hurd took over from Grant Shapps MP as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 

International Development. He is the minister responsible for relations with The Global Fund, and he will be a vital 

part of the replenishment process, making him an important target for this campaign.  

What is an Early Day Motion (EDM)? 

Early Day Motions (EDMs) are motions submitted in the House of Commons and published in official 

parliamentary records.  They allow MPs to draw attention to a specific event or cause that they are interested in.  

MPs register their support by signing individual motions that are put forward.  

Some MPs are unable to sign EDMs because of parliamentary protocol: Ministers and government whips; 

Parliamentary Private Secretaries; and the Speaker and his deputies, as well as Front bench opposition 

spokespeople. Some MPs will also refuse to sign due to personal preferences. However, others will sign willingly 



 

and splash the news all over social and local media! Its worth researching your MP to see if they have signed 

EDMs in the past: this information is at www.edms.org.uk 

EDM 1007 states:   

“That this House welcomes the contribution that the Global Fund to fight AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria has made 

to tackling these three epidemics since its creation in 2002; notes that investments from the Fund have saved 17 

million lives to date, and led to a one-third decline in deaths from the three diseases in countries where it invests; 

further notes that investments have put 8.1 million people on antiretroviral treatment for HIV, treated 13.2 

million people for tuberculosis and 515 million people for malaria; understands, however, that each year 1.2 

million people continue to die from HIV/AIDS, 1.5 million people from tuberculosis and 400,000 people from 

malaria; recognises the role of the Fund as the principal international financing institution geared towards 

accelerating the end of these epidemics; further recognises that, in working towards this, the Fund has 

encouraged effective partnership between governments, the private sector, civil society and people affected by 

the diseases; notes that international finance is essential if the epidemics are to be ended by 2030, in line with the 

Sustainable Development Goals; appreciates that donors should commit according to their ability to contribute; 

further welcomes the leadership that the Government has shown through its contributions to the Fund's previous 

replenishments and its membership of the Fund's Board; and calls on the Government to continue its support for 

the Fund by contributing to its upcoming replenishment and pressing other donors to do the same.” 

What will we use the EDM for? 

Whilst we will not be able to get all MPs on board with an EDM, they are a useful tool for engagement as they 

provide the opportunity to come back MPs who have expressed support, and ask them to take further action to 

champion the Global Fund when detailed discussions begin later in the year.  

What is the importance of World TB Day?  

World TB Day falls on on March 24th each year. It is designed to build public awareness around tuberculosis and 

highlight the fact that it remains an epidemic in much of the world, causing the deaths of nearly 1.5 million people 

each year, making it the world’s most dadly infectious disease. It commemorates the day in 1882 when Dr Robert 

Koch discovered the cause of tuberculosis, the TB bacillus. At the time of Koch's announcement, TB was raging 

through Europe and the Americas, causing the death of one out of every seven people. Koch's discovery opened 

the way towards diagnosing and curing TB. 

In a replenishment year, World TB day has extra significance. In your letter to your MP, you may want to refer to 

the forthcoming date, and ask them to agree to make a media or social statement about their support for an 

ambitious replenishment of the Global Fund, which is such a central plank in the fight against TB and the other 

infectious diseases. Or, if they respond positively to your request for them to contact the Minister, you may want 

to thank them and include this as a further action they can take, helping to build your relationship. 

The theme for this year’s World TB day has not yet been released. We will share this information as soon as we 

have it. If you use social media, please consider raising the importance of a strong Global Fund replenishment and 

promoting any relevant content.  
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