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The Drugs Don’t Work. 
Help launch our new campaign to find new treatments to fight drug resistant tuberculosis. 
 

 
This month, we’re launching a new campaign, ‘The 

Drugs Don’t Work’, the next phase of our long-standing 

advocacy to eradicate TB. 

TB is getting worse 

TB is the world’s worst infectious disease, killing 1.8 

million people in 2015, more than HIV and malaria 

combined. And it is becoming a far more serious global 

health threat because of the rise of drug-resistant TB 

(‘DR-TB’).  

RESULTS campaigners have made huge progress in the 

fight against TB over the years, including last year’s 

replenishment of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and 

Malaria. But without new treatments, we simply can’t 

win the fight against these tenacious and rapidly 

evolving bacteria. 

TB can be cured by a 6-month course of antibiotics, but 

drug-resistant TB requires a long, arduous course of 

treatment (up to 2 years) with much more powerful and 

toxic drugs that can cause deafness, blindness, and in 

extreme cases, psychosis.  This makes it difficult for 

someone with TB to complete their treatment and is a 

major driver of the spread of TB. 

The danger of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 

Antibiotics are the bedrock of modern medicine, yet 

increasingly, disease-causing organisms (including TB) 

are developing drug-resistant strains, sapping our 

ability to provide safe and effective treatments. 

2016 saw unprecedented international attention on 

AMR. In May, we saw the ground-breaking publication 

of the Review on Antimicrobial Resistance, led by Lord 

Jim O’Neill, a former UK Treasury Minister and former 

Goldman Sachs Chief Economist. It concluded that 

there is an almost inconceivable human burden and 

economic cost facing the world due to AMR, warning of 

an estimated 10 million AMR deaths every year by 

2050, and a reduction in the global economy of up to 

US $100 trillion over the next 35 years. 

TB was placed firmly at the centre of the review: 

“Tackling TB…must be at the heart of any global action 

against Antimicrobial Resistance. The burden of TB is 

too great and the need for new treatment too urgent.” 

It estimated that, as the only airborne drug resistant 

infection, TB has the potential to cause a quarter of all 

AMR deaths by 2050, killing 75 million people over the 

next 35 years. 

New treatments are desperately needed 

The drugs we use to treat standard TB are five decades 

old and the lack of research into and development of 

new treatments highlights a serious market failure. The 

high cost of research and development into new drugs, 

together with a low return on investment, means that 

We often take it for granted that any infections can be cured, and that all drugs and medicines will do what they are 

supposed to.  But imagine this scenario: you are diagnosed with a life-threatening infectious disease that was 

once treatable with a course of antibiotics of six months, but that will now takes up to 2 years to treat. This is the 

reality for over half a million people living with drug-resistant tuberculosis (DR-TB). 

The drugs we use to treat TB are five decades old and, over time, resistant forms of TB have emerged partly due to 

the difficulty and length of the standard TB treatment. The rise in resistance of microbes to the drugs we have to 

combat them, or ‘antimicrobial resistance’ (AMR), is one of the world’s most dangerous threats to public health. 

As the only drug-resistant infection to be spread through the air, TB is a particular menace. Drug companies 

must prioritise the development of new drugs to combat TB. To enable this to happen, innovative mechanisms are 

needed to unlock the development of such treatments at an affordable price. 

The world is waking up to the threat of AMR. The UK has been at the forefront of efforts to galvanize action. We 

must now ensure that the world’s response is up to the scale of AMR and has TB eradication at its heart. This 

month, please start to organise an event around World TB Day (March 24th) to help launch our new campaign, ‘The 

Drugs Don’t Work’. Invite your MP along, telling them about the dangers of AMR and drug-resistant TB.  

 

  

 

  

http://amr-review.org/sites/default/files/160518_Final%20paper_with%20cover.pdf


there are insufficient financial incentives for 

pharmaceutical companies to bring potential new drugs 

for TB through clinical trials to market. Because of the 

development of drug-resistant TB, single new drugs are 

insufficient, as it is likely that strains will quickly develop 

resistance to a single new antibiotic. This means that 

combinations of many new drugs must be tested in 

together and assessed for how they would work in 

combination. Failure to do so could even increase drug 

resistance in previously treatable TB strains. 

Innovative mechanisms are needed to provide 

incentives for pharmaceutical companies to do this – 

something missing currently.  A combination of 

financial incentives throughout the development 

process for companies and other institutions involved 

in drug development is needed to encourage them to 

advance potential TB drugs through the drug-

development ‘pipeline’. A healthy pipeline would 

increase the chance of bringing new treatments to 

market at an affordable price for national public health 

services, including in poor countries. 

Political will and funding are needed make such a 

mechanism a reality.  

A unique opportunity in 2017 

At the last meeting of the G20 (a meeting of world 

leaders from the world’s 20 biggest economies), a 

commitment was made to develop “evidence-based 

ways to prevent and mitigate resistance, and unlock 

research and development into new and existing 

antimicrobials”, and called on “the WHO, FAO, OIE and 

OECD to collectively report back in 2017 on options to 

address this”. Those organisations are due to bring their 

roadmap for tacking AMR to the next G20 meeting in 

Germany (7th-8th July). 

It is vital that TB is included as a central element to any 

G20 initiatives on AMR. The German G20 and the 

current global concern over AMR provides a not-to-be 

missed opportunity to achieve this. 

UK leadership on AMR 

The world is waking up to the threat of AMR – and the 

UK has been at the forefront of global efforts to 

galvanize action. Having initiated the O’Neill Review 

and worked very hard to get world leaders on side, the 

UK must ensure that the G20’s plans live up to the scale 

of the threat of AMR. 

Prime Minister Theresa May will attend the G20 

meeting, and should continue to show strong 

leadership on AMR. While AMR is of wide public 

concern, there’s very little awareness of the vital place 

of TB in the global response. 

Later in the campaign, in the run-up to the G20 meeting 

of world leaders in July, we will need the help of 

parliamentary champions to press the UK Government 

to continue to show leadership on this issue. It’s too 

early for them to write to the government now due to 

the sequencing of G20 decision-making processes. 

Instead, we’d like them to learn about the issue and to 

come out publicly in support of our campaign to tackle 

drug-resistant TB. 

If your MP took our January action on polio, please 

thank them and ask them if they are also prepared to 

show support for this equally significant threat to global 

public health. 

Local awareness raising on AMR 

Contacting MPs in their constituencies in February and 

March, in a way that gives them the chance to show 

public support, is a good way to get their attention. See 

our Background Sheet for ideas about how.  

World TB Day (March 24th) is a great time to do this. 

We're asking you to consider organising a public event 

around that time and inviting your MP along. Please ask 

your MP to be photographed with the campaign's 

catchy slogan, #TheDrugsDontWork. 

Take action 

1. Please start to organise an event around World TB Day (March 24th) to help launch our new campaign, ‘The 

Drugs Don’t Work’. Invite your MP along, to inform them of the dangers of AMR and drug-resistant TB. Please 

ask your MP to be photographed with our slogan #TheDrugsDontWork. 

2. Please use your local connections and social media contacts to promote the campaign – see the Background 

Sheet for sample social media messages.  

3. We are planning an Advocacy Day on TB in Westminster on Wednesday 22nd March. If you are interested in 

this, let us know: contact Naveed on naveed.chaudhri@results.org.uk  
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