
February 2017 Background Sheet  
 

Running a 'Drugs Don’t Work' event 
Help launch our new campaign to find new treatments to fight drug resistant tuberculosis. 
 
This month, please start to organise an event around World TB Day (24th March) – to help launch our new campaign, 

‘The Drugs Don’t Work’. Invite your MP along, to inform them of the dangers of AMR and drug-resistant TB.  

 

Talking points  

 TB is the world’s worst infectious disease, killing 1.8 million people in 2015. It’s becoming a more serious global 
threat with over half a million people living with drug-resistant tuberculosis.  

 TB can be cured by a 6-month course of antibiotics, but drug-resistant TB requires a long, arduous course of 

treatment of up to 2 years with drugs that have many side effects, leading many to fail to complete their 

treatment.  

 Drug-resistant TB has the potential to cause a quarter of all AMR deaths by 2050, killing 75m people over the next 

35 years. 

 Drug companies need to prioritise the development of new, effective combinations of drugs to combat TB at an 

affordable price.  

 The UK should continue to show strong leadership on AMR at the G20 in order to tackle drug-resistant TB. 

Organise a ‘Drugs Don’t Work’ Event  
Organising a local event provides the opportunity to promote our new ‘The Drugs Don’t work’ campaign, and gets 
people talking about and understanding the dangers of AMR and the risk posed by drug-resistant TB. This is an issue 
that affects millions of people globally – you can help dispel the myth that TB has been eradicated.  
 
It also provides a great opportunity to reach out to your own networks, local MPs and the local media. You could also 
reach out to people interested in health issues, through working with other campaign groups in your area. See if 
there are any Medsin groups or Youth Stop AIDS Campaigners in your local area. You could even contact doctors, 
researchers or lecturers who work on TB.  
 
What could the event look like? 

 You might host a film screening in a local venue or in your community on World TB Day (24th March): Find out if 
any local libraries or arts venues are willing to give you the space to host a film screening. 

 There are several films available to get people talking about the need for new TB drugs especially now that 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is now a serious public health concern. 

 You could invite along an external speaker and run a short Q&A session after you have shown the film.  

 See below some ideas for short and informative films that you can screen that explore the links between TB and 
AMR.  

 
Other planned activities on World TB Day  
As the international community increases action to tackle AMR, the Global TB Caucus, a global network of 
parliamentarians dedicated to ending TB, have been backing the push for TB to be central to this. The G20 countries 
have a unique opportunity to address these issues. To encourage these countries to take action, the Global TB Caucus 
will hold a meeting of MPs from across the G20 countries called the Berlin TB Summit, in the week leading up to 
World TB Day in March. To support efforts on TB within the AMR agenda, members of the GTBC all around the world 
will hold world TB day events in their countries that focus on the growing MDR-TB epidemic. 
  
Al Jazeera’s Tackling Drug Resistant TB (10 minutes)  
Dr Javed Abdelmoneim takes a journey to Armenia to see how the 

first new TB drug in 40 years brings hope to patients. Arman is 

one of 450,000 people per year worldwide who are infected with 

a dangerous, mutated version of tuberculosis.  

http://www.globaltbcaucus.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFnPbMs1ats


 
Al Jazeera’s The Rise of the Superbug  (25 minutes)  

 
Modern medicine has relied on antibiotics and their ability to treat 
previously incurable illnesses like tuberculosis, but this is now under 
threat.  
An increasing number of bacteria - termed superbugs - are 
developing resistance to the drugs. It’s a global issue and one no 
country can ignore. Al Jazeera’s Science Editor Tarek Bazley takes a 
look at what can be done to stop the rise of the Superbug. 
 

 
Choose a film from the Exposed Series: The Race Against 
Tuberculosis (10 minutes)  
EXPOSED is a four-part series of short films that tells the story of 
current efforts to halt the deadly global epidemic of TB and the 
urgent movement to develop new tools to prevent it.  
You could screen Chapter 2, The Rise of a Superbug which focuses on 
the challenges of drug-resistant TB through Phumeza Tisile in South 
Africa who tells the harrowing story of her near-death experience 
with extensively drug-resistant TB. 
 
What are we asking the public and parliamentarians to do?  
Please raise public and parliamentary support for the campaign. Running an event is a great way to increase 
understanding that people have of TB and the risks it poses. We have the solution, but we need people to understand 
that the drugs currently available aren’t good enough. This month’s Action Sheet and the talking points give you all 
that you need to introduce what can be a complex topic to people in a way that’s easy to understand.  
Invite your MP along, to inform them of the dangers of AMR and drug-resistant TB. Also ask members of the public 
and your MP to be photographed with our slogan #TheDrugsDontWork. Contact us if you would like to borrow 
placards with the hashtag on.  
 
How can you promote your event?  
Inviting your local MP is a great way to get the press along, but don’t forget to take your own camera and send details 
of your event to them afterwards. The document ‘Working with the media: writing a press release’ gives some hints 
and tips on how to increase the reach of your event. Once you’ve done all the hard work of organising an event, it 
makes sense to shout about it. The hashtag we’ll be using for the campaign is #TheDrugsDontWork  
 
Social media suggestions 
 
Sample Tweets 
#TheDrugsDontWork as #MDR TB affects half a million people. We need to develop drugs that treat all strains of #TB 
http://www.aeras.org/exposed  
 
Anti-microbial resistance is a global threat. Now is the time to tackle drug resistant #TB once and for all. Support our 
campaign #TheDrugsDontWork <add a link to your event> 
 
The drugs we use to treat #TB are 50 yrs old. With #AMR rising we need the development of new, effective & 
affordable drugs #TheDrugsDontWork 
 
Sample Facebook Post  
#TB is the world’s deadliest infectious disease. With #AMR on the rise, this #WorldTBDay we want your support to get 
the UK to show strong leadership to tackle drug resistant TB because right now #TheDrugsDontWork 
http://www.aeras.org/exposed 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LGA2tcS-Fs
http://www.aeras.org/exposed
http://www.aeras.org/img/uploads/attachments/EXPOSED_Chapter2.pdf
http://www.results.org.uk/guides/working-media-creating-press-release
http://www.aeras.org/exposed
http://www.aeras.org/exposed

