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A critical moment  
Help push for a successful replenishment of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. 
 

 
 

Polio in Nigeria, Pakistan and Afghanistan  

2016 marked the year that Polio resurfaced in Nigeria. 

The virus was detected in two children from the north 

eastern state of Borno, Nigeria, followed by 2 further 

cases detected in September. 

The area has recently seen conflict and insecurity and 

tragically, polio outbreaks in these situations are not 

unheard of. A mass campaign of emergency polio 

vaccinations was successfully carried out in 18 states 

in northern Nigeria and neighbouring Chad, Niger, 

Cameroon and the Central African Republic, 

immunising more than 41 million children. 

This has served as a timely reminder that every 

country needs to remain vigilant against polio, and 

that it’s time to double our efforts to strengthen 

surveillance and immunisation in the other two polio-

endemic countries, Afghanistan and Pakistan where 

progress is being made but cannot be taken for 

granted. As of the 13th December, there had been 12 

cases in Afghanistan and 18 in Pakistan. This is down 

from 17 and 49 at this point in 2015. 

Polio Eradication efforts globally are working 

The cases in Nigeria were tragic, both for the children 

themselves and their families. However, this should 

not detract from the incredible progress that has been 

made in the fight against polio.  

There were 350,000 cases in 125 countries as recently 

as 1988 and India’s National Polio Surveillance 

Programme continues to operate as meticulously as it 

did when the last case of polio was detected in the 

country in 2011. Lessons learnt from successes in 

other countries have been carried across to endemic 

countries to push forward progress.  

What is the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI)? 

The GPEI is the global body charged with ensuring 

there is a plan to eradicate polio. GPEI has ensured 

over 2.5 billion children have been vaccinated against 

polio and have led the world in driving down the 

number of polio cases worldwide. It has a 

comprehensive long-term strategy to address the 

ways we can achieve a polio free world by 2019 called 

the Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan.  

In September 2015, the Polio Oversight Board (the 

body tasked with the responsibility for the operational 

functioning of GPEI) confirmed that there is a funding 

shortfall of $1.5 billion to complete this critical plan. 

This money is needed to continue funding activity such 

as the immunisation of 400 million children, 

introducing a new vaccine to 126 countries, and 

funding hundreds of thousands of health workers. The 

UK has been at the forefront of polio eradication since 

the formation of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 

in 1985, and we want to see that continue. It can also 

use its position as a leader to encourage other 

countries to step up and be part of history. 

 

However, while GPEI’s main aim might be polio 

eradication, they do much more than polio vaccines! 

They have played an important role in ensuring 

children have access to other vaccines and improved 

Polio hit our headlines in August 2016, with reports of 2 cases of poliovirus in Borno in Nigeria. There have 

subsequently been 2 further cases in Borno. July had marked the two-year anniversary of the last case of polio in 

Nigeria and, indeed, the African continent, but conflict and insecurity in the region have hampered immunisation 

efforts.  Although this reminds us that countries need to remain vigilant and continue to immunise children until 

the virus is completely eradicated, it should not detract from the success of the steps taken so far to eradicate the 

disease.  

This year, we are in a strong position to work towards eradicating a human disease for only the second time in 

history (after smallpox). Only three countries in the world recorded polio cases in 2016: Pakistan, Afghanistan and 

Nigeria. This month, we are asking you to meet your MP and ask them to sign on to a joint letter to Priti Patel, the 

Secretary of State for International Development, urging the UK Government to do all it can to support the 

replenishment of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative.  

 

http://www.results.org.uk/blog/polio-returns-nigeria
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/oct/13/nigera-polio-vaccine-drive-targets-41m-children-outbreak-africa
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/oct/13/nigera-polio-vaccine-drive-targets-41m-children-outbreak-africa


Take action 

1. Arrange to meet with your MP at their constituency office. Explain the amazing opportunity 2017 provides to 

secure bold financial commitments to the GPEI and achieve global polio eradication. Show your MP a copy of 

the cross-party letter and ask them if they would be happy to sign on to it. You can view the letter here.  

2. Remember that this letter is being sent to the Secretary of State once all of the MPs have signed it, not by 

individual MPs. If your MP agrees to add their name to the letter, please email us on 

naveed.chaudhri@results.org.uk? Do let us know, and we will add their name to the letter.   

3. If your MP is particularly engaged and hasn’t already signed up to become a One Last Push Polio Champion, 

why not ask them. If your MP is interested, please contact Naveed at naveed.chaudhri@results.org.uk.   

5. If your MP has already signed the letter to Rt. Hon. Priti Patel, you could write to one of your MEPs, sharing 

the letter with them and asking if they’re happy to add their name. You can find all of the information you need 

on contacting your Member of the European Parliament here. 

We have a short time frame to build political momentum for the GPEI ahead of the replenishment moment. 

Please try and take this action by the start of February.  

 

the overall health services as well. For example, health 

workers trained through the polio programme in Bihar 

state, India have helped triple immunisation coverage. 

And globally, 1.3 billion doses of vitamin A 

supplements have been distributed through anti-polio 

campaigns helping to prevent more than 1.5 million 

deaths.  

One Last Push  

In November 2015, we asked you to ask your MP to 

become a ‘polio champion’ and to sign on to ‘One Last 

Push’, an online platform which celebrates 

parliamentarians’ commitment to eradicating polio. If 

you helped your MP to become a polio champion, 

thank you! 

 

 

 

More than 60 British parliamentarians to date have 

pledged their support for polio eradication by signing 

on to One Last Push. We are also delighted that the 

opportunity for parliamentarians to pledge their 

support has now been extended beyond the UK. You 

can see the growing list of supporters here. We now 

need more champions to ensure that polio eradication 

is prioritised. 

Why is action needed now? 

The World Bank Spring Meetings in Washington DC in 

April and the Rotary Convention in Atlanta in June will 

provide complementary replenishment opportunities 

for the GPEI. The World Bank Spring Meetings will be 

an important political moment when endemic 

countries will have the opportunity to join donor 

countries and confirm the amounts that they will 

pledge for polio eradication. 

This will start to build momentum for the Rotary 

Convention, where we hope to see further donor 

countries commit additional funding to the GPEI. With 

both of these meetings set to take place in the first 

half of the year, we need to build further 

parliamentary support now. 

What is the UK’s role in achieving this? 

We can be proud that UK aid has played such a large 

part in bringing polio closer than ever to eradication. 

We want to make sure that the UK continues that 

long-term support by committing to the GPEI. There 

has never been a more important moment to showing 

commitment to ending polio, and the UK can use its 

position on the world stage to encourage other 

countries to step up and be part of history. That is why 

we’re calling on the UK to contribute £100m of new 

funding to help rid the world of the scourge of polio. 
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