
 

 

July 2018 Action Sheet  
 

Wanted: An urgent response to TB 
Help persuade the Prime Minister to attend September’s High-Level Meeting on TB. 
 

 
 

TB is a massive threat to global public health 

No infectious disease has killed more people in human 

history than tuberculosis (TB). 1.7 million people 

worldwide died from the disease in 2016 – more than 

HIV and malaria combined.  

Yet it is a neglected disease, largely ignored and under-

funded. It is treatable and curable, and if we act now, 

we could eliminate TB within a generation. But rapidly 

developing drug-resistance could send us back to a pre-

antibiotic era. People affected by TB face months, 

sometimes years, of arduous treatment, which can 

include severe side effects. The disease has a profound 

social and financial impact on families, communities 

and countries. If drug-resistance takes hold, TB could 

claim 75 million more lives by 2050, with a global 

economic cost of US $16.7 trillion. 

A new hope for political will  

After years of inadequate political efforts to contain 

and reduce the high human and economic costs of TB, 

in 2016, the United Nations General Assembly agreed 

to hold the first ever High-Level Meeting (HLM) on TB 

on 26 September 2018. And in 2017, we finally started 

to see higher-level political engagement among world 

leaders, as the G20 meeting in July placed TB in their list 

of global priorities for the first time. Then, in November 

2017, the World Health Organisation (WHO) held a 

Ministerial Conference on TB in Moscow, reaffirming  

 

the importance of taking action on TB and antimicrobial 

resistance (AMR). And just last month, the G7 meeting 

of world leaders in Canada included TB in its 

communiqué. Despite their disagreements over other 

issues, they agreed to “accelerate our efforts to end 

tuberculosis, and its resistant forms.” It is clear that 

decision-makers have now started to realise that 

increasingly drug-resistant TB poses a serious danger to 

global public health that they cannot ignore. 

What has campaigning achieved so far? 

Campaigning by RESULTS and our allies around the 

world has led to significant advances in the fight against 

TB, including big allocations of resources to the Global 

Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria. You have also 

contributed massively to the increase in concern we are 

starting to see among health ministers and world 

leaders. The announcement of the HLM, the Moscow 

conference, and the outcomes of the G20 and G7 

summits would not have happened without sustained 

pressure by engaged citizens around the world.  

To mark World TB Day this year, a number of you wrote 

letters to your MP, encouraging them to contact DFID 

to make the HLM priority. This ramped up the pressure 

massively, and the Secretary of State delivered a 

keynote address at a World TB Day event in Parliament. 

A number of you shared letters that MPs passed on, 

showing that the Government is taking the fight against 

TB seriously. 

2018 provides a once-in-a-generation opportunity to transform the fight against tuberculosis, the world’s deadliest 
infectious disease. TB has never received the same high-level political attention as other global health threats, 
despite its enormous human and economic costs. But after years of neglect, political engagement has grown over 
the last two years, partly because of the growing threat posed by drug-resistant TB. The G20 meeting of world 
leaders in July 2017 put TB in their list of global priorities for the first time, and last month, the G7 meeting in Canada 
also explicitly mentioned the fight against TB in its communiqué. 

This year, the first ever UN High-Level Meeting (HLM) on TB will be held on 26 September. Themed “United to end 
tuberculosis: an urgent global response to a global epidemic”, it will allow world leaders to put their stated 
ambitions on TB into action, make concrete commitments, and develop ways to hold countries accountable for their 
promises. With a history of leadership on antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and investing in TB programmes, the UK is 
in a unique position to make the HLM a success, by taking a leading role in helping the international community to 
step up action against TB. The Prime Minister’s attendance at the HLM will be essential in making this happen. 

 

http://www.stoptb.org/assets/documents/news/UN%20HLM%20FAQ%20rev.pdf
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/commitment-end-tuberculosis/en/
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/June%202017%20-%20Action%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/June%202017%20-%20Action%20Sheet.pdf
https://g7.gc.ca/en/official-documents/charlevoix-g7-summit-communique/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/


 

 

And at the recent Advocacy Day in Westminster, 

grassroots campaigners delivered our ‘key asks’ for the 

HLM political declaration directly to the DFID team that 

will be negotiating on the UK’s behalf.  Whether you are 

relatively new to RESULTS or an old hand, thank you for 

all your efforts so far to turn the tide on TB. 

The unique opportunity of the HLM 

Now we need to get the Prime Minister to attend the 

HLM. TB was first declared a global health emergency 

by the World Health Organization in 1993. The HLM 

must therefore be more than just empty promises, with 

world leaders making TB their business, putting their 

stated ambitions into action, and finding ways to hold 

each other accountable for their promises. 

Governments must make ambitious financial 

commitments and set measurable targets for the 

overall TB response and broken down by country; 

commitments to focus on the most vulnerable groups 

and tackle stigma and barriers to accessing TB care and 

prevention; accelerated research and development of 

new tools to fight TB; and an accountability framework 

on which they can be monitored and held accountable 

through regular reporting. This will set the path for how 

we tackle the disease in coming years, and will be a 

critical test of the world’s resolve to achieve the Global 

Goals on health by 2030.  

Ramping up the pressure before the HLM 

Last month, the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) 

on Global TB convened the first debate on TB in the 

House of Commons Chamber in some 65 years. The 

debate was a resounding success, with broad 

participation from across the political parties. However, 

while DFID Minister Harriet Baldwin MP acknowledged 

the importance of the HLM during the debate, she did 

not announce that the Prime Minister would attending 

in person. Yet the highest level of political commitment 

is absolutely essential if the HLM is deliver its potential. 

With a history of UK leadership on AMR and investing 

in TB programmes, the UK has the power to help set the 

tone of the HLM. So it is vital that the Prime Minister 

should attend the event, and work with other world 

leaders to develop a concrete plan for ensuring that 

countries make and deliver new and ambitious 

commitments on TB. 

What can I do now? 

Campaigning is now needed to build on the pressure 

from World TB Day, following up on the letters and 

demonstrations of support from concerned 

parliamentarians. We now need campaigners to 

directly contact Number 10, asking Theresa May to 

personally attend the HLM in September, building on 

the UK’s history of global leadership on TB and AMR.  

For those of you who are new to campaigning, writing 

to a prominent political figure for the first time can be 

daunting, but they nearly always welcome positive, 

constructive engagement, even if they don’t agree with 

you! Your letter won’t be likely to be seen by the Prime 

Minister herself, but it will be noted by key staff in 

Number 10. Our strength is in numbers – the more 

people write to Mrs. May, the more her team will pay 

attention to the HLM and encourage her to attend.  

If you’ve already written directly to Number 10, there 

are a number of other things you can do to increase the 

impact of your efforts! Using it as an example to inspire 

others to write too, perhaps organising an ‘advocacy 

evening’ to do so, will multiply your impact. Why not 

make your letter more noticeable, by using handicraft 

to produce an ‘invitation’ for her to attend, or read out 

or share your messages on social media. As always, 

keep your letter concise and constructive, thank the 

Government for its support on TB, and make your 

argument as personal as you can. See Background 

Sheet 1 for some talking points and personal stories of 

why the fight against TB matters. 

Take action  

1. Please write to the Prime Minister Theresa May, explaining why tackling TB matters to you, and asking her 
to attend the HLM in September. Contact details: Rt. Hon. Theresa May MP, Prime Minister, 10 Downing 
Street, London SW1A 2AA. privateoffice@no10.x.gsi.gov.uk 

2. Increase your impact by asking others to write as similar letter, for example, at an ‘advocacy evening’. Or 
get creative with the format of your message, and share what you’ve done on social media. 

3. If you know other people who might be interested in taking action, but who might be reluctant to draft 
their own letter, why not share our e-action, asking their MP to write to the Prime Minister and the 
Secretary of State.  
 

http://www.who.int/tb/features_archive/UNGA_HLM_ending_TB/en/
http://www.globalgoals.org/global-goals/good-health/
http://www.globalgoals.org/global-goals/good-health/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-06-07/debates/9BF50C2B-C9AF-47C5-9000-F306378A3821/Tuberculosis
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/July%202018%20Background%20Sheet%202.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/July%202018%20Background%20Sheet%202.pdf
https://resultslondon.wordpress.com/2017/08/20/results-london-gets-crafty-22/
https://twitter.com/resultsuk/status/1004332103218155520
https://twitter.com/resultsuk/status/1004332103218155520
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/July%202018%20Background%20Sheet%201.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/July%202018%20Background%20Sheet%201.pdf
mailto:privateoffice@no10.x.gsi.gov.uk
https://results.eaction.org.uk/lobby/TBleaders

