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June 2013 Action Sheet: 

The stories behind the statistics: 
The human case for Global Fund Replenishment 
 
 

A year to be proud of: UK leading the world on aid 

Despite not even being half way done, 2013 is already 

shaping up to be a landmark year for UK leadership in 

the global fight against hunger and poverty. In March, 

we announced that we would be honouring a 48 year 

commitment to spend 0.7% of our GNI on overseas aid; 

the first of the G8 countries to do so and only the 6th 

country in the world. (Luxembourg, Sweden, Norway, 

Denmark and Netherlands are the others). David 

Cameron has co-chaired a UN High Level Panel on the 

future of the Millennium Development Goals which are 

due to expire in 2015. Finally, in June this year David 

Cameron will be putting hunger and nutrition on the 

agenda of the G8 meeting in Northern Ireland, and is 

organising a series of summits –on hunger and tax- in 

the run up to the meeting. The results of which could 

change the course of global hunger forever. 

But 2013 will be a landmark year for another reason: it 

is also a replenishment year for the Global Fund to 

Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, and the UK has a huge role    

to play in ensuring that replenishment is a success.  

What is the Global Fund? 

The Global Fund is the world’s single largest financer of 

anti-AIDS, TB and Malaria programs worldwide. It has a 

unique organisational structure that sees it operate as 

a partnership between governments, civil society, the 

private sector and the people affected directly by these 

diseases. Founded in 2002 to tackle the huge global 

burden of the three diseases, the Fund has since 

approved more than $22.9 billion for more than 1000 

programs in 151 countries. As a result, the Global Fund 

is proud to state that 8.2 million people are alive today 

as a result of the programs it has supported over the 

past 11 years. 

The 2010 Global Fund replenishment and a 

challenging few years for AIDS, TB and Malaria 

In 2010 Global Fund held a ‘replenishment’ event in 

New York. These events were held on a bi-annual basis 

and provided the main opportunity for the Fund to 

show the world what the current level of funding need 

was around the world for tackling these diseases; and 

for the donor community (western governments, 

philanthropists and the private sector) to come and 

pledge the money to meet that need. Throughout the 

history of the Fund the contributions from donors 

TAKE ACTION:  
We’re in the middle of a year of vital UK leadership on aid and development: the Government has reached the 
historic 0.7% target for spending on aid; this month we’re hosting the G8 and we’re hoping they’ll tackle under-
nutrition. But this year is a big year for another reason: it’s a replenishment year for The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
TB and Malaria. We need International Development Secretary Justine Greening to know how proud we are of the 
support that DFID –via UK taxpayers- provides the Global Fund, and that she has our support to continue funding 
this amazing, lifesaving organisation. 
Take action: 

1. Write to your MP, explaining to them the crucial role the UK plays in the Global Fund, and make it personal 
by telling them one of the stories you’ve seen about the life-saving impact on an individual like those on 
Background Sheet 1 or on the Here I Am website http://www.hereiamcampaign.org/video-library/ 

a. Ask them to write to Rt. Hon Justine Greening MP, thanking her for her leadership on reaching 0.7% 
of GNI being spent on aid, and for her support for the Global Fund and the millions of lives UK 
taxpayers have helped save through the Fund.  

b. To show our continued support they should ask her to pledge £1 billion to the Global Fund, in line 
with the UK’s existing commitment to double its contribution, as evidence of reform and impact are 
becoming clear. 

c. Ask them to include the ‘Here I Am’ case study that you have outlined. 
2. Sign the ‘Here I Am’ petition to fully fund the Global Fund at http://www.hereiamcampaign.org/sign-on/  
3. Take to Twitter! On 6th June we, along with our partners will be bombarding Justine Greening with some 

great Tweets telling her that the World is Watching on the Global Fund. Click this link to find out more and 
get involved http://bit.ly/14CZSIs 

 

You can find details of your MP at www.theyworkforyou.com.  

http://www.hereiamcampaign.org/video-library/
http://www.hereiamcampaign.org/sign-on/
http://www.theyworkforyou.com/
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always matched that of demand, and pledges made 

were always honoured. However, partly as a result of 

the financial crisis of 2008, and partly as a result of 

concerns among Western governments over allegations 

of corruption in Global Fund grants, for the first time 

ever, financing needs outstripped supply. The Global 

Fund was looking to raise $20 billion but only achieved 

$11.8 billion, leaving a serious shortfall in funding. 

The Global Fund has responded robustly to the 

allegations of corruption, launching a full review of its 

governance, grant making and auditing structures and  

now the vast majority of its donors –including the UK- 

are satisfied that excellent progress is being made to 

implement  improvements.  

2013 replenishment 

As a result of the difficult period following the 2010 

replenishment, the 2013 Global Fund replenishment is 

an absolutely crucial period in the fight against the 

three diseases. As a target for replenishment, the Fund 

has stated that it will be seeking $15 billion in pledges 

from western donor governments, the private sector 

and from the governments of low and middle income 

countries. If this goal were to be achieved, it would 

mean that: 

 17 million patients with TB and multi drug 

resistant TB could be treated, saving over 6 

million lives in the next three years 

 One million new HIV infections could be 

averted each year 

 196,000 lives could be saved from Malaria by 

preventing a resurgence of the disease 

The Global Fund will be holding a replenishment event 

in the second half of 2013, at which the governments 

of the world will be coming together to deliver their 

commitments to the Fund. We have an historic 

opportunity to make this the biggest year in the history 

of the fight against these three diseases and we need 

the UK to step up and lead on that process. 

Why the UK should pledge, and pledge now 

The UK has traditionally been a strong supporter of the 

Global Fund. In 2007 the Labour government promised 

to give the Fund £1 billion between 2008 and 2015, and 

we are on track to meet that commitment in full, a year 

ahead of schedule. Then in March 2011, the UK 

completed a review of the Fund (called the multilateral 

aid review) which gave the Fund the highest possible 

score representing ‘Very Good’ value for money. 

Finally, in May 2012, Andrew Mitchell, the Secretary of 

State for international Development at the time stated 

publically the government’s support and stated that 

the UK was prepared to ‘up to double’ our commitment 

to the Fund if the reform processes were satisfactory.  

Those processes –including a second, smaller multi-

lateral aid review- are all in the final stages of 

completion and evidence is showing that the Fund met 

all of the challenges it faced and has become stronger 

and better prepared than ever to tackle the three 

diseases. With all of this in mind, it is time the UK 

showed the same leadership we have shown on aid and 

hunger, and makes a bold pledge to support the Global 

Fund as it turns the tide on the three diseases. 

The world in action 

Throughout this replenishment process there will be a 

multitude of people bombarding Justine Greening with 

requests about how much money she should –or 

shouldn’t- be giving to the Global Fund.  

Two of the voices she is least likely to hear are ours, UK 

taxpayers who are proud of how our UK aid money is 

spent; and the voices of the people whose lives are so 

directly and powerfully touched by the work of the 

Fund.  

The ‘Here I Am’ campaign is a global call on world 

leaders to fully fund the Global Fund. It brings the 

voices of people that are directly affected by AIDS, 

tuberculosis (TB) and malaria into dialogue about 

decisions that affect their lives and lives of millions of 

others in their countries. Through video testimonies 

from all over the world, campaign ambassadors, online 

actions and on-the-ground mobilizations, the Here I Am 

campaign is building collective power to end three of 

the world’s most deadly diseases.  

By telling the story of one of the ‘Here I Am’ 

ambassadors (see background sheet 1), and explaining 

the individual impact that UK funding can have you will 

bring both of those voices into Justine Greening’s office 

and onto her desk.  

As the replenishment process gets underway, we want 

Justine Greening to know that she has the support of 

the UK public to make a strong, clear pledge to the 

Global Fund. 


