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June 2013 Background Sheet 1: 

 Here I Am Ambassadors:  
 Their personal stories

 

The Global Fund and Here I Am Campaign 

Through its support of more than 1,000 programmes in 

151 countries, the Global Fund has helped dramatically 

change the trajectory of AIDS, TB and Malaria by 

providing: 

 4.2 million people with ARV therapy; 

 9.7 million people with anti-tuberculosis 

treatment; 

 310 million insecticide-treated nets for the 

prevention of malaria. 

As a result of these programs the Global Fund has 

saved around 8.7 million lives since its establishment in 

20021. 

There is no denying that these are a huge numbers but 

because of their magnitude they can leave you asking 

‘what is the real impact?’ In short, it’s people’s lives 

and families that are protected; an opportunity for a 

parent to continue providing for their family or for a 

child to continue to be able to go to school.   

It is this human impact that the Here I Am campaign 

seeks to capture. The campaign is a global call on world 

leaders to save millions of lives by supporting a fully 

funded Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria.  

Here I Am brings the voices of those directly affected to 

our attention and ensures they are involved in the 

dialogue about decisions that affect their lives. It does 

this through powerful video testimonials and the Here I 

Am Ambassadors.  

The Here I Am Ambassadors are everyday people who 

have been motivated to advocate for the Global Fund 

to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria because of the difference 

it made to their lives. Ambassadors are often travelling 

to donor countries to ensure that world leaders are 

reminded of the great successes the Global Fund has 

had in the past decade, the importance it serves and 

also the opportunity that lies before them to help fight 

the three diseases.  
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http://www.theglobalfund.org/documents/publications/pro
gress_reports/Publication_2012Results_Summary_en/ 

This background sheet shares the stories of some of 

these ambassadors and the life-saving impact of the 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria: 

Oxana Rucsineanu, Moldova 

Before being diagnosed with 

tuberculosis (TB), Oxana was 

leading what most of would 

consider a normal life. 

Between working and 

socialising, she suspected 

something to be wrong when 

she began losing weight and was persistently bothered 

by a pain in her chest.  

Unfortunately for Oxana it was confirmed she had TB – 

a diagnosis she has described as being “one of the most 

painful things”. Following her diagnosis, Oxana 

undertook three years of tuberculosis treatment – one 

year first for regular TB and then two years for multi-

drug resistant TB (MDR-TB). The side effects of the 

MDR-TB treatment are virtually impossible to 

comprehend. Indeed, when asked about her 

experience with MDR-TB drugs Oxana explains “the 

only thing I would like to say is that I would never wish 

that experience on my greatest enemy!” Side effects 

include vomiting, diarrhoea, dizziness, anxiety, 

depression and suicidal ideation – to name just a few.  

MDR-TB usually emerges as a result of improper 

treatment, something that is all too common given 

many national governments have simply lacked the 

resources or political will to tackle TB appropriately.  

The devastating side-effects of treatment are not the 

only issues that Oxana faced. Stigma remains a 

considerable problem for many TB patients.  Oxana 

explains that, in her country at least, TB is considered 

an illness of “the homeless, alcoholics, drug users and 

former prisoners”. As a result she felt “shame” in 

finding out she had TB and that meant it took her 

months to accept her diagnosis.  

The lack of political will along with the devastating 

stigma surrounding TB are both issues that the Global 

Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria is helping to 

combat. Without the Global Fund, Oxana suggests that 

http://www.hereiamcampaign.org/video-library/
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the Government of her country would not have been 

able to afford the costs of MDR-TB treatment nor 

would she have been able to access the treatment that 

has saved her life and helped her overcome the 

“shame” of finding out her diagnosis. For Oxana, it is 

critical that others who have TB have the same 

opportunities she has had thanks to the Global Fund. 

Oxana has since become a TB advocate, Here I Am 

Ambassador and the proud parent of baby David. 

Oxana believes that MDR-TB people deserve a second 

chance, deserve to live and deserve to get reintegrated 

into society. This is why she is now urging donors to 

support the Global Fund. Thanks to the Global Fund’s 

support in the Republic of Moldova 1,700 people are 

now on ART and 12,000 have been treated with anti-TB 

drugs.  

Watch Oxana’s full video here http://bit.ly/14Cveil 

Maurine Murenga, Kenya 

When Maurine found out 

her status in early 2000s she 

was convinced she was going 

to die. People all around her 

were dying, many people 

were growing thin, frail, be 

stigmatised and mothers 

were losing their children.  

Maurine has a son who is also HIV positive. Since her 

diagnosis Maurine’s outlook on her HIV has changed 

tremendously. Not only is she living a fulfilling and 

healthy life, but her son is able to go to school, able to 

play like any other and, importantly, is having a happy 

childhood. It is because of the Global Fund that this is 

possible; that her son reiterates he is “strong” is 

because they both receive treatment that has been 

provided by the Global Fund.   

Maurine is quite clear when she states she “should 

have died” when she received her diagnosis. However, 

she is now a mother, an employer and is healthy. She 

became an advocate and started the organisation Lean 

on Me. This provides comprehensive care and support 

to young women and adolescent girls living with HIV. 

She is able to do all of this because of the support from 

the Global Fund. Since its inception, the Global Fund 

has provided 580,000 people with ARV therapy, 

detected and treated 42,000 with anti-TB drugs, and 

distributed 11,000,000 insecticide treated mosquito 

nets. It is critical this work continues to help support 

more people like Maurine and her son get to work and 

school, and live healthy lives. 

Watch Maurine’s full video here http://bit.ly/12ZtLRs 

Dr. Benedict B. Kolee, Liberia 

Dr. Benedict B. Kolee 

works in a hospital in 

Liberia. It is exactly 

environments like these 

that see the devastating 

consequences of 

diseases like malaria.  

Significantly, it is these rural hospitals, like the one in 

which Dr. Kolee works, that have also experienced first 

hand the transformative work of the Global Fund to 

Fight Aids, TB and Malaria.  

Before the support of the Global Fund in Liberia, Dr. 

Kolee saw endless deaths associated with these 

diseases. However, with the intervention and current 

funding that is received from the Global Fund the 

deaths and morbidity that were so commonplace have 

now reduced considerably.  

Dr. Kolee does explain that there are still issues at 

hand. Malaria, in particular, continues to present 

serious challenges. There remain many young children 

who are still dying from malaria related deaths. These 

are deaths that must stop and can stop with the 

support of the Global Fund. In the past decade alone, 

the Global Fund in Liberia has helped provide 6,500 

people with ARV therapy, detected and treated 20,000 

people with anti-TB drugs, and distributed 2,400,000 

insecticide treated mosquito nets. 

Dr. Kolee became involved in the Here I Am campaign 

so he could voice the pressing need to build on the 

successes he has seen first-hand because of the Global 

Fund’s work in the past decade. He urges donors to 

scale up funding for the Global Fund in order to reduce 

the mortality associated not only with malaria but also 

with Aids and TB.  

Watch Dr Kolee’s full video here http://bit.ly/13NELnb 

 


