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Safe and inclusive schools for all 
Help the UK to take action to ensure safe and inclusive education.  
 

 

Missing: an education 

Today, 264 million children and young people are not 

in school, and millions more are attending school but 

not gaining the basic skills needed for a successful 

future. There are many reasons for this, including big 

class sizes, poor quality teaching, or lack of teaching 

resources. But for too many, an unsafe learning 

environment is a significant barrier to getting a high-

quality education. 

Too many children around the world are not safe at 

school, and it is the most marginalised children who 

are more likely to be missing an education because of 

this: girls, children with disabilities, and children living 

in conflict-affected countries. At a time when the 

world has a made a commitment to leave no one 

behind through the Global Goals, this is unacceptable.  

Children with disabilities 

Around one in six people in developing countries live 

with a disability. They tend to be poorer, and suffer 

more discrimination, exclusion and violence than the 

rest of the population. 

Around half of the estimated 65 million primary or 

lower-secondary age children with disabilities in 

developing countries are out of school, and only 5% of 

all children with disabilities worldwide complete 

primary school. Children with disabilities are among 

those most likely to be at risk of physical abuse, sexual 

violence and discrimination. They are most likely never 

to attend school, to achieve lower grades, or to drop 

out because of poor learning experiences. This makes 

them more likely to remain among the most 

marginalised members of society. 

Girls’ education 

Girls often face particular risks from going to school, 

simply because of their gender. Girls are more likely to 

experience violence and abuse in or on their way to 

school, and an estimated 150 million girls have 

experienced sexual violence in school.  

There are many reasons why girls aren’t in school, or 

don’t achieve a good education, including gender-

based violence, sexual harassment, bullying, a lack of 

appropriate hygiene and sanitation facilities, and 

institutional and societal norms.  

Yet as well as being a basic right, education is critical 

for long-term economic growth and essential for the 

achievement of the Global Goals. And around one-

third of the reduction in adult mortality since 1970 can 

be attributed to educating girls and young women. 

Education in emergencies 

Every school day, 15 life-threatening attacks take place 

on children somewhere in the world because of war or 

conflict, and children in fragile and conflict-affected 

Lack of a high-quality education is preventing millions of people around the world from escaping the cycle of 
poverty. Yet for too many children around the world, schools are not safe and inclusive places in which to learn. 
Among those most likely to be suffer violence at school or to be excluded from an effective education are girls, 
children with disabilities, and children in conflict-affected countries. 

Children with disabilities are particularly at risk of abuse and discrimination, to be excluded from school or to drop 
out, and are more likely to remain among the most marginalised in society. Gender-based violence, discrimination 
against women and girls, and inadequate facilities in schools all conspire to ensure that many girls also can’t 
expect safe schooling, and face a life of poverty. And every school day, 15 life-threatening attacks on children take 
place somewhere in the world because of war or conflict. Stress and disruption in humanitarian emergencies 
often cause children to become permanently out of school, perpetuating existing cycles of poverty. 

At a time when the world has a made a commitment to leave no one behind through the Global Goals, this is 
unacceptable. The UK government is a leader on global education and has emphasised girls’ education as an 
important goal. It has also recently signed the “Safe Schools Declaration”, which commits it to support the 
protection of education in conflict. This must now be implemented to ensure that schools are safe and inclusive 
places for children and young people to learn. This July, DFID will be hosting the first ever Global Disability 
Summit, which will be an important opportunity to review the UK’s progress on disability globally, including 
inclusive education, and to call on other countries to follow suit. 

http://report.educationcommission.org/report/


Take action 

Write a letter to be sent to the Foreign Secretary and the Secretary of State for International 

Development.  Please congratulate the Foreign Secretary, Boris Johnson, on the UK Government’s 

endorsement of the Safe Schools Declaration, and encourage the UK to implement the Declaration. 

Please ask the Secretary of State for International Development to make a strong commitment to 

concrete actions on inclusive education at the Disability Summit, and to ensure that the Summit 

addresses specific barriers to education faced by children with disabilities in conflict-zones.  

countries are more than twice as likely to be out of 

school as those in more stable countries. In emergency 

situations, vulnerable groups such as girls and children 

with disabilities are the most likely to drop out of 

school and never return. In particular, children with 

disabilities are often not thought about when 

emergency responses are being planned and 

implemented. 

The UK’s record on disability 

The UK Government has rightly put disability high on 

its agenda, and was a significant member of the 

international coalition that succeeded in including 

disability in the Global Goals in 2015. 

In 2014, the Department for International 

Development (DFID) created a “disability framework”, 

and in 2016, then Secretary of State for International 

Development Priti Patel announced an aim to establish 

DFID as “the global leader in this neglected and under-

prioritised area”. Since then, DFID has started to 

include disability across its work. However, in its 

recent review, the Independent Commission for Aid 

Impact (ICAI) found that there has not yet been a 

systematic inclusion of the concerns and challenges 

faced by people with disabilities in DFID’s 

programmes. It found that DFID has made an 

important start, but that much more must be done to 

successfully tackle stigma and discrimination around 

disability, and to include disabled people’s 

organisations at the heart of all development 

programmes, to ensure inclusion in education and 

economic empowerment for children with disabilities. 

UK commitments to global education 

The UK is a leader in global education. It is the leading 

donor to the Global Partnership for Education (GPE), 

and funds education programmes around the world 

including the Girls’ Education Challenge. It has also 

funded programmes to ensure that children fleeing 

conflicts including Iraq and Syria get the education 

they need. Together with France, the UK has 

committed to make 2018 “a year of learning”, and the 

G7 meeting of world leaders in Canada (8 and 9 June) 

is an important opportunity for girls’ education – 

particularly in crises – to be addressed.  

At the recent Commonwealth Heads of Government 

meeting, Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson signed the 

“Safe Schools Declaration”, which commits signatories 

to ensuring school safety as part of their international 

programmes. This is a huge step in the right direction 

for the 246 million children who experience school 

violence somewhere in the world every year.  

The UK Government called on world leaders to ensure 

12 years of quality education for all by 2030, and 

pledged £212 million to reach 1 million girls by 2025. 

The Foreign Secretary also launched a “Platform for 

Girls’ Education”, a group of 12 influential figures from 

across the Commonwealth to drive forward the 

political momentum on girls’ education, hold countries 

to account, and champion best practice.  

What needs to happen next? 

Signing the Safe Schools Declaration is just the first 

step. This must now be implemented to ensure that 

schools are safe and inclusive places for children and 

young people to learn. As well as putting the 

Declaration into action in its own programmes, the UK 

should encourage other countries to sign and 

implement it too. 

Disability Summit 

On 24 July, DFID will host the first ever Global 

Disability Summit, an important opportunity to 

address why people living with disabilities in the 

world’s poorest countries have not been able to fulfil 

their potential. It will be a chance to review the UK’s 

progress on disability, inclusive education and school 

safety, and to encourage other countries to follow its 

lead. 

At RESULTS, we think it’s important to celebrate the 

important leadership role the UK has played so far in 

inclusive education, and to encourage the Government 

to go further, implementing the Safe Schools 

Declaration, encouraging others to do so, and 

addressing disability in all its global programmes. 

https://icai.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/DFIDs-approach-to-disability-in-development_-ICAI-review.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/girls-education-challenge#leave-no-girl-behind
https://www.sendmyfriend.org/2018/04/uk-signs-safe-schools-declaration/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-launches-platform-for-girls-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-launches-platform-for-girls-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-to-host-its-first-ever-global-disability-summit
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-to-host-its-first-ever-global-disability-summit

