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Background Sheet: Letter-writing on safe 
and inclusive schools for all. 
 
This month we are asking you to write a letter to Secretary of State for International 

Development Rt. Hon Penny Mordaunt MP, copied to the Foreign Secretary, Rt. Hon. 

Boris Johnson MP, asking for the recently signed ‘Safe Schools Declaration’ to be 

implemented, using July’s Global Disability Summit as a chance to review the UK’s 

work on education and disability, and to persuade other countries to do the same. 

As always, please make the letter personal, to make it stand out. Say why safe and 

inclusive education matters particularly to you. 

Suggested points for your letter: 

 For too many children around the world, schools are not safe or inclusive 

places in which to learn. Girls and children living in conflict or with a disability 

are the least likely to receive an education. 

 Up to 50% of children with disabilities are out of school. 

 Children in conflict-affected countries are 1/3 less likely to complete primary 

school. 

 As world has a made a commitment to leave no one behind through the 

Global Goals, this is unacceptable. 

 The UK government is a leader on global education and should be 

congratulated on signing the “Safe Schools Declaration” which promises to 

support the protection of education in conflict. 

 The UK should now implement the Safe Schools Declaration, encourage other 

countries to do the same, and address disability in all its global programmes. 

Send your letters to: 

Rt. Hon Penny Mordaunt MP, Secretary of State for International Development, 

DFID, 22 Whitehall, London SW1A 2EG; DFIDCorrespondence@dfid.gov.uk  

 

cc  

Rt. Hon. Boris Johnson MP, Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, King Charles Street, Westminster, London SW1A 2AH; 
fcocorrespondence@fco.gov.uk 
 

The case studies over the page show the impact of unsafe schools on the lives of 

young people. You can read more in the Send My Friend to School report, “Safe from 

harm: protecting every child and teacher at school”. 
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https://www.sendmyfriend.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Make-Schools-Safe-Policy-Report.pdf
https://www.sendmyfriend.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Make-Schools-Safe-Policy-Report.pdf
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Case Study: Agrina’s story 

Agrina, 15, lives in the Southern 

District of Zambia. Every day she sets 

off for school at 4.30 am, arriving at 

7.15 am after walking for nearly three 

hours, over dry, dusty, hilly terrain. 

Her school has no running water, so 

Agrina shares responsibility for 

collecting water for the school from a 

pump two kilometres away. Agrina 

used to walk to school with her 

friends, but they dropped out so now 

she has to walk alone. She is scared of animals like poisonous snakes and rabid dogs 

and gets frightened if she is alone, especially as she feels intimidated by ‘men who 

are not good’. There are only two filthy latrines at Agrina’s school, which are used by 

over 180 students. They are poorly built and they could collapse at any time. They 

have no doors, and only a wall outside partly shields them from prying eyes. Agrina 

says she doesn’t feel comfortable in the toilets: “My mind is always conscious that 

someone might walk in on me”. Agrina would love to spend her time studying 

instead of collecting water and when she is older she dreams of being a nurse. 

Case Study: Barbara’s story 

Barbara is 17 years old and goes to 

Nazome Primary School in Palombe, 

Malawi. Barbara is visually impaired. 

At Nazombe Primary School they 

have an education resource centre 

for the blind. Barbara said: “I like 

school because I feel I will become 

empowered and I will become 

Independent. I will also be able to 

help others that are not able to come 

to school for various reasons, 

whether they are orphaned or they 

are just vulnerable, I can help them so that they can also access education like I have 

done.” One way that Barbara helps others is as a leader of an after-school club which 

tackles issues of sexual and gender-based violence. Barbara says: “If I didn’t come to 

school I wouldn’t have known the importance of education. Also now we are aware 

of our rights and what is not supposed to happen to us in the school.” When asked 

what challenges girls face at her school Barbara responded that rape is one of the 

biggest problems. 
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