
 

 

June 2021 Action Sheet 

 

COVID-19 vaccinations for all 
The UK must help make COVID-19 vaccinations available to everyone, wherever they live. 

 

Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had enormous 

consequences for humanity, with an estimated 3.4 

million deaths worldwide, and a massive increase in 

poverty. Malnutrition and food insecurity have risen, 

education has been disrupted especially for the most 

vulnerable children, and infectious diseases are 

resurgent, with vaccination programmes interrupted, 

health centres in some countries closed, and scarce 

resources diverted from diagnosis and treatment of 

diseases such as TB and HIV. 

Unequal access to vaccines 

1.4 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been 

administered so far worldwide, but the distribution has 

been highly unequal. 33% and 28% of the populations 

of North America and Europe respectively have had at 

least one dose of vaccine, 15% in South America, 5% in 

Asia, and only 1.4% in Africa. A huge proportion of 

COVID-19 vaccine stocks have been bought up by 

wealthy countries that can afford to pre-order billions 

of doses, and whose health systems have the capacity 

to administer large numbers of vaccinations. In many 

less wealthy countries, however, far fewer people have 

been reached. Many countries have very low stocks of 

vaccines and some have none at all, including Chad, 

Burkina Faso, Burundi, and Eritrea. For example, it is 

likely that there will still be many unvaccinated people 

in sub-Saharan Africa in 2024.  

 

The global response to COVID-19 

Impressive efforts have been made by researchers and 

pharmaceutical companies to develop vaccines in a 

fraction of the time previously needed for drug 

development. But these must be made available to 

keep everyone safe, no matter where they live. The 

African Union is currently negotiating deals for doses 

with pharmacutical companies, but African policy 

makers have also been calling on other leaders to 

better finance COVID-19 vaccine equity efforts, and 

African civil society organisations are asking that 

COVID-19 be made a free public good to ensure that the 

continent isn’t left behind. The Pan American Health 

Organisation has also called for more local ownersip of 

medical supply chains in the Caribbean and Latin 

America, so countries can produce their own vaccines. 

The ‘COVAX’ initiative was launched in April 2020 to 

ensure that the benefits of research into COVID-19 

vaccines were shared with countries that would 

otherwise be unable to afford them. COVAX is 

coordinated by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, the WHO, 

and CEPI (the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 

Innovations). COVAX is a part of a wider global 

collaboration to accelerate the development, 

production of, and equitable access to COVID-19 tests, 

treatments, and vaccines.  The ‘Access to COVID-19 

Tools Accelerator’ (ACT-A) has four pillars of work: 

diagnostics, treatment, vaccines, and health system 

strengthening. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had enormous consequences for humanity, with an estimated 3.4 million deaths 
worldwide so far, and has rolled back decades of progress against the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. Impressive efforts have been made to develop COVID-19 vaccines, yet access to them is extremely unequal. 
In rich countries that could afford to pre-order doses, millions of people are now protected; but many less wealthy 
countries are struggling to obtain enough doses.  

Here in the UK, we have the all the vaccine doses we need to roll them out to all adults in the coming months, and 
we easily have enough additional doses to be able to share them with other countries. Lower- and middle- income 
countries have also been calling for investments and policy changes that would allow them to produce their own 
vaccines, which will be vital to keep everyone safe from COVID-19, no matter where they live. This month, please 
ask your MP to request the UK Government to share its spare vaccines with countries that need them most, as an 
urgent first step in longer-term efforts to increase global vaccination capacity and build sustainable health systems. 
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COVID-19 and the G7 summt 

If you were able to take last month’s campaign action 

asking the UK to prioritise an equitable response to the 

pandemic, thank you! G7 countries must deliver at least 

£36 billion of the £66 billion needed for 2021/2022, to 

support ACT-A, and ensure equitable access to 

vaccines. As an immediate urgent measure, they should 

also share surplus vaccines with countries that are not 

able to get the vaccines they  need. The US has recently 

announced that it will share an extra 20 million doses 

of vaccines in the coming weeks, and we hope for a 

similarly positive announcement from world leaders at 

this month’s G7 Summit (11-13 June). 

Sustainable access to vaccines 

Sharing vaccines now is a vital emergency response to 

the massive gap between supply and demand for 

COVID-19 vaccines in poorer countries, but this is a 

drop in the ocean of what is needed, and sustainable 

mechanisms for developing and delivering vaccines and 

the other necessary aspects of the COVID-19 response 

are required. This will include additional longer-term 

financing of ACT-A and COVAX, with a clear ‘vaccines 

roadmap’ to ensure equitable access to COVID-19 tools 

worldwide; incentives for companies to share their 

technology; a waiver of intellectual property rights of 

pharmaceautical companies - as has been proposed by 

many developing countries, to allow vaccines to be 

manufactured more widely; and donor investment in 

R&D and manufacturing capacity, especially in low- and 

middle-income countries so that they have greater 

control over their own vaccine supply. Collectively, 

these investments and policy changes can help build 

the sustainable health systems that the world needs, 

not only for an effective COVID-19 response, but also to 

ensure a robust response to future pandemics. 

The UK’s response to COVID-19 

The UK has been taking part in multilateral cooperation, 

including stepping up quickly with significant funding 

for ACT-A, joining COVAX, and using political capital to 

leverage funding from other donors. The UK should 

now use its G7 Presidency to advance global access to 

vaccines through mobilising further funding and action 

from G7 members. To increase vaccine supply globally, 

the UK must commit to start sharing doses via COVAX 

as additional to its existing Oversease Development 

Assitance (ODA) commitments by June 2021. And it 

must go further to make vaccine equity a reality by 

supporting long term changes too, including a waiver of 

intellectual property rights, investing in manufacturing 

capacity, and working in a transparent way with 

pharmaceutical companies. 

The UK has purchased many more doses than are 

required to vaccinate its entire population, and 

although the Prime Minister has committed to share 

the majority of excess doses through COVAX, it has not 

yet been confirmed that this will happen. It has been 

estimated that the UK can donate 20% of its COVID-19 

vaccine doses from June onwards and still have enough 

to vaccinate the adult population in July, and that 

sharing doses could fully vaccinate an extra 50 million 

people in 2021 globally. Recent polling shows that there 

is public support for sharing COVID-19 vaccines in this 

way. It is vital for politicians to support this too, and to 

put pressure on the Government to take action. 

This month, please ask your MP to urge the 

Government to agree as a matter of urgency to donate 

its surplus vaccines via COVAX to countries that need 

them most. This must be in addition to existing UK 

Official Development Assistance (ODA), not taken from 

an already significantly reduced aid budget. 

Take action 

1. Please write to your MP, asking them to ask Parliamentary Under Secretary of State Nadhim Zahawi MP (the 
Minister for COVID Vaccine Deployment), for the UK Government to urgently share surplus vaccine doses to 
countries that need them most, via COVAX and in addition to existing ODA commitments, as part of a longer-term 
response to the COVID-19 crisis.  Contact details for your MP can be found here. 

2. Ask your friends and family to email the Prime Minister asking him to ‘Share Surplus Vaccines to End the 

Pandemic’. This template letter from our friends at Global Citizen will give them all the information they need. 
3. Support the #WaveOfHope as part of the Crack the Crises campaign to ensure that the G7 summit (11-13 June) 
addresses the global COVID-19 crisis in an equitable way. 

Please let us know that you’ve taken action by emailing Ruthie Walters at ruthie.walters@results.org.uk  
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