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We are reSULTS UK
- a network of passionate grassroots campaigners who have been working to create the public and political 
will to end global poverty for 27 years. We know that poverty is not inevitable: it was created by people and 
it will be eradicated by people, and to that end we believe every one of us has a responsibility to bring about 
that change.  We are not party political but we know that politics and politicians can have a vital impact on re-
ducing poverty wherever it exists.  Based on our current analysis of global poverty we present this manifesto 
with our key recommendations for all political parties to adopt ahead of the General Election in 2015, as well 
as presenting clear actions that you as a candidate can take ahead of, and upon, your election.

three words that clearly encapsulate the current state  
of global development.

The past 15 years have been a period of progress unlike any other in history. 
Hundreds of millions of people have been lifted out of poverty all over the 
globe, more children are in school than at any other time, and people are 
living longer, healthier lives than ever before.

ProgreSS 
PartnershiP 
oPPorTUniTy

02 | reSULTS UK'S ManifeSTo for The generaL eLecTion

That progress has been made possible through a movement away from traditional donor country /recipient 
country relationships, towards innovative, powerful models of partnership, with financial burden and respon-
sibility for progress being shared not just equally, but with low and middle-income countries shouldering the 
majority of the load.

progress and partnership have brought us to this point - what lies ahead is opportunity.

If we act now, if we stand together and move forward, mobilising these partnerships and seizing the opportu-
nities which lie in front of us, we have the chance to shape a common future in which every individual has the 
same chance to realise their dreams and fulfil their potential. We have the chance to create a world in which no 
one is left behind; where countries flourish, standing on their own two feet, bringing economic growth, peace 
and prosperity to the global community. 

And yet, if we fail to act, we may be looking back in five or ten years’ time and talking instead about stagnation, 
isolation, and opportunities missed.

In this manifesto we set out the key political commitments that the UK must make if we are to rise to these challenges 
and deliver an end to poverty. We also set out essential guiding principles that must underpin these commitments 
to ensure our development work has the greatest impact, is fair and democratic, and reaches those most in need.

what you can do to help tackle global poverty. 

The UK is a global leader in supporting the 
economic and social development in some of 
the world's poorest countries. Over the next five 
years, you’ll have the chance to help advance that 
work in many ways, contributing to continuing 
the progress the world has made in overcoming 
poverty and inequality.

here are five actions you can take on your  election:

support uk aid spending, but cast a 
critical eye over its delivery, ensuring 
aid is being spent transparently and 
effectively, reaching those most in need. 

hold the government to account for 
the delivery of an ambitious set of 
sustainable development goals. 

ensure that the next government 
prioritises global health in our aid 
spending; including spending on global 
organisations and funding for research 
and development. 

push the uk to remain a leader on 
global education programs and 
funding; make sure all projects 
reach the most marginalised. 

work to help the uk deliver an aid 
budget that lifts people out of 
poverty through economic development, 
through smart investments in micro 
finance services and institutions. 

5 PULL oUT PoinTS for an MP
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we are calling on all Political Parties anD canDiDates to aDoPt this vision 
anD commit to our calls. we ask the next uk government to Deliver on  
the actions set out in this manifesto. we ask all Politicians electeD at  
the forthcoming Polls to holD the government to account against them. 

nothing less will Deliver the change we neeD to see in the worlD.

our guiDing PrinciPles on international DeveloPment.
We CaLL on aLL UK poLitiCaL partieS to Commit to theSe gUiding prinCipLeS of internationaL deveLopment that Underpin and inform aLL of the iSSUeS that reSULtS CareS aBoUt.

leave no  
one behinD 

Ensure at all times and  
in all development and  
poverty alleviation work 
that we are reaching the 
most vulnerable groups in 
society, including women 
and girls, people living 
with disabilities, those 
living in remote areas, and 
minority and indigenous 
groups; and that targets 
should be considered met 
only when met for these 
most vulnerable people 
(not by national averages). 

we’re a member  
of a global family 

We live in a globalised 
world and the success of 
one nation is the success 
of all nations. Ensuring a 
shared, prosperous future 
is the responsibility of  
each and every country.

Prioritise 
PartnershiPs 

Build and strengthen 
successful partnerships 
with developing country 
governments; global  
development institutions 
like the World Bank; and 
the private sector to  
guarantee widespread 
support for development, 
as well as enabling us to 
combine our efforts to 
deliver maximum impact 
and value for money.

transParency & 
accountability

Ensure we deliver aid  
effectively in coordinated 
and transparent ways, 
including through  
effective international 
organisations and civil 
society organisations.

resPect global 
civil society

Commit to allowing  
people living in  
developing countries  
to drive and determine 
their own development.  
Always ensure strong  
ownership of  
development strategies  
by the countries  
themselves – including  
the citizens of those  
countries, not just  
their governments.

hear us

Be open and consultative 
with UK civil society in 
all areas of development 
policy and practice; listen 
and respond to members 
of the UK public.

➜ ➜ ➜ ➜ ➜ ➜



Within the first four months of the new Government, countries will decide on a 
new global agreement, called the Sustainable Development Goals, for bringing 
down poverty and protecting our climate for now and for ever. After meeting 
an international, historical commitment to spend 0.7% of Gross National income 
on Overseas Aid, the UK is perfectly placed to lead the way.

Progress. The previous goals –the Millennium Development Goals- provided 
a laser-like focus to everyone working to make the world a better place. The 
focus brought amazing results: the number of out of school children is down 
from 100 million to 58 million; the number of children who die before their first 
birthdays is down from 11 million per year to below 5 million and maternal 
mortality has been reduced by 45%. 

PartnershiP. The urgency and focus gleaned from the MDGs has led to the 
creation of some of the most powerful partnerships ever seen – the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria and the Global Partnership for Education to 
name but two. But more than that, the MDGs created clear incentives for de-
veloping countries to increase their own commitment to tackling challenges 
such as access to health and education.  Through our aid program the UK has 
been a key partner in these organisations, providing substantial funding and 
technical and political support.

The OppOrTuniTy:
the next UK government should secure and commit to implementing 
an ambitious set of global goals on development and climate at the Un 
in september 2015. the goals must leave no one behind. 

the UK should commit to implementing the goals by developing, funding, 
implementing and evaluating an action plan which spans all of  
government from DFiD to the Foreign office to the environment Ministry.

the next UK government must maintain the UK’s commitment to 
spending 0.7% of gni on oDa and should enshrine the commitment  
in law as soon as possible.

as an MP i ask you to commit to ensuring that the UK government bring 
forward and enact legislation on spending 0.7% as soon as possible. 

as an MP i ask you to commit to holding the new government to  
account for the delivery of an ambitious set of global goals that  
protect our people and planet , and leaves no one behind. 

GlObal 
leadership 
On aid and 
develOpmenT

➜

➜

➜

➜

➜

04 | resulTs uK's manifesTO fOr The General elecTiOn 

sOlOmOn cOllecTs waTer  
frOm a schOOl well aT  
mbuyuni primary schOOl  
in dar es salaam, Tanzania
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As recent crises have shown, in our globalised world borders offer no protection 
against deadly diseases. Through the agreement of new global development 
goals and throughout the term of the next parliament, the UK Government 
must continue and expand our outstanding work on global health. 

progreSS. Since 2000, the number of children who die before their first 
birthday has fallen from 11 million to under 5 million in 2014; globally, average 
life expectancy has risen from 65 to 69; and polio has been brought to the 
brink of eradication. People are living longer, healthier, more productive lives 
in nearly every country in the world.

partnerShip. Partnerships in global health have been one of the major suc-
cesses of the last decade. Developing nations have truly taken up this challenge, 
committing in 2001 to spending 15% of GDP on healthcare. Simultaneously, 
organisations like the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and malaria have trans-
formed the response to the three diseases and re-imagined the way donor 
and developing nations can work together to overcome common problems; 
and innovative public/private partnerships are incentivising investment in the 
creation of the next generation of drugs, diagnostics, and vaccines.

the oPPortunity:
the next UK government should prioritise, as a matter of  
urgency, political commitment to tackling the global tuberculosis 
epidemic; childhood under-nutrition and childhood deaths from 
preventable diseases. 

the government should maintain and increase our funding for 
effective, transparent, life-saving global organisations that are working 
to save lives and transform communities, societies and nations. 

the UK should continue and increase our investment into research and 
development of new drugs and vaccines for the diseases of poverty. 

We must work to ensure ambitious, achievable global health goals 
are at the centre of the post-2015 development framework. 

as an mp i call on you to ensure that the next government continues 
to prioritise global health in our development programming. push 
them to maintain our funding to key life-saving institutions and seek 
opportunities to engage the private sector in bringing new tools for 
health to the market.
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➜ensuring 
everyone can 
leaD a long 
healthy life

2 month olD lilian abraham  
is weigheD at kaloleni  
urban health centre in 
arusha, tanzania
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Education is the building block of society and humanity. Despite its prioritisation 
by consecutive UK Governments, and great progress made, there remain nearly 
58 million primary-aged children out of school around the world, and 250 million 
failing to learn the basics. To guarantee our common future is a bright one, we 
must ensure every child can complete a good quality basic education. 

progreSS. There has been tremendous progress on global education over 
the past 15 years. Since 1999, the number of children out of school has fallen      
almost by half, from 107 million down to 58 million. Many countries have 
made great progress in ensuring equal access to school for girls and boys. 

partnerShip. The Global Partnership for Education (GPE) has created an in-
novative and successful partnership model. Putting developing country gov-
ernments in the driving seat, GPE brings together all partners around the table 
– donors, private sector, teachers, civil society organisations – in support to a 
national education plan to tackle each country’s unique challenges. As impor-
tantly, GPE’s partner developing countries pledged $26 billion in increases to 
their own spending on education over the next four years.

the oPPortunity:
the next UK government must maintain its position as a top donor 
to education, continuing and expanding our world-leading education 
programs, and ensuring that they are reaching every child.

the government should maintain our leadership role in funding 
and support for the gpe up to and beyond its next replenishment 
in 2018.

UK ministers must champion a good quality education for all as a 
central goal in the post-2015 development framework, ensuring 
no-one is left behind.

as an mp i call on you to ensure the next government stays  
a leader on global education programs and funding, holding 
them to account to ensure they prioritise reaching the most  
marginalised groups. 

ensuring all 
chilDren can 
comPlete a  
gooD eDucation

➜

➜

➜

➜

06 | results uk's manifesto for the general election 

ph
o

to
: t

om
 m

ag
ui

re
/r

eS
U

Lt
S 

U
K

a boy queues for class at 
mbuyuni Primary school 
in Dar es salaam, tanzania
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Basic financial services like savings, loans and insurance can make a huge dif-
ference in the lives of people living on low incomes, and enable them to lift 
themselves out of poverty through jobs and businesses. Yet right now, more 
than 2.5 billion people around the world still lack access to such basic services. 

Progress: Economic opportunities are expanding around the world: in India 
alone, 109 million new savings accounts, over 200,000 banking outlets, and 
7,400 bank branches were opened between 2001 and 2013. 

PartnershiP: If economic opportunities are to be unlocked for those in pov-
erty, there must be effective cooperation and coordination by governments, 
regulators, the private sector, and civil society organisations. With many  
countries’ economies growing and maturing rapidly, supporting these countries 
to create an environment where businesses – particularly small businesses– 
can thrive is critical. 

ThE oppoRTUniTy:
the next UK government should ensure that the post-2015  
development goals have, at their centre, the eradication of extreme 
income poverty – this is only ever going to be achievable through 
the expansion of countries’ financial sectors, and protection  
of people’s ability to access the full range of financial services.

as an MP i want you to hold the UK to account for ensuring that 
becomes a reality.

EconoMic 
oppoRTUniTy 
foR aLL
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a woMan payS foR 
vEGETabLES aT a LocaL 
MaRKET in SapaTaRi, nEpaL
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the women from a nePalese 
family at their home in  
the remote hill-toP  
village of Dungi khola
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