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World TB Day 2014 
Reach the three million. Find. Treat. Cure TB. 

 

Over 70,000 years of TB in humans 

Research published in 2013 which studied the genetic 

evolution of early humans side by side with the 

genetic development of the TB bacteria indicates that 

TB has been present in human beings for at least 

70000 years. Humans have a long standing 

relationship with TB it has effected almost every great 

civilization. Many civilizations throughout history have 

had their own words for TB: Yaksma (Indian), phthisis 

(Greek), consumptione (Latin), Chaky oncay (Incan), 

Xulao Bing (Chinese), and mal du roi (France). In many 

ways human beings have evolved alongside TB. This 

ancient relationship has allowed TB to kill an 

estimated one billion people since its emergence; a 

greater number than any other infectious disease. 

World TB day 2014 

This year’s theme for World TB Day is ‘the missing 

three million’. This is a reference to the nearly three 

million people who contract TB each year yet never 

receive a diagnosis. Without a diagnosis they cannot 

receive treatment and remain infectious, spreading 

the disease to their families and communities. Many of 

these people are members of the world’s poorest and 

most vulnerable communities: the homeless, migrants, 

drug users, sex workers, and the impoverished.  

We believe no one should be left behind in the fight 

against TB. This World TB Day we’ll be calling for 

specific renewed commitments to tackling this disease 

both here in the UK and in the gold mining 

communities of Southern Africa. 

TB in the UK and tackling it through Find and Treat 

Despite many people considering TB to have been 

eliminated as a public health threat in the UK, over 

9000 people still contract the disease every year. 

London has the highest rates of TB in any Western 

capital, and drugs resistant cases of TB are on the rise 

around the country. 

In September 2013 we took a grassroots action calling 

on the UK’s Department of Health to finalise and roll 

out its ‘National Strategy’ for combatting TB; this 

would provide a comprehensive cross-departmental 

approach to fighting the disease. We now know that 

the strategy has been developed and will be released 

at some point in March. However, the strategy is just 

one important piece of the puzzle. 

Like elsewhere in the world, the people in the UK most 

likely to contract TB are those living homelessly/in 

poor & crowded housing, drug users, and migrants. 

Those living rough are some of the most acutely 

vulnerable to the disease and make up a large 

percentage of the UK’s ‘missing’ TB cases.  

Find & Treat is an NHS-funded service that operates 

across London to diagnose and treat marginalised and 

vulnerable people with TB. The service works closely 

March 24th marks the 18th annual World TB Day (WTBD). WTBD marks the date in 1882 when Dr Robert Koch first 

discovered the bacilli that causes TB. The world has known what causes TB for over 100 years and has had the cure 

for nearly 90 years, yet every year nine million people contract TB and one third of them never receive a diagnosis. 

TB still kills 1.4 million people every year. This year marks the 18th annual global TB day and it is time for change. 

Why does TB persist, despite a cure being widely available? TB still persists because the overwhelming majority of 

new cases and deaths from the disease occur among the poorest people in the world’s poorest countries. The 

global political priority for genuinely stepping up the response is low. Politicians are not deliberately or wilfully 

ignoring the issue; just among all the other issues they have to deal with, the TB epidemic is not one affecting them, 

their country or their constituents.  

But that’s changing. TB in the UK is on the rise, there are some Parliamentary constituencies with higher rates than 

some sub-Saharan African countries. Recently thousands of drug resistant TB cases are appearing all over Europe. 

Our job as advocates is to frame this issue in a way that matters to the people who have the power to act and 

that we have the greatest capacity to influence: UK politicians. This month we’re going to be spending World TB 

Day in London, bringing the message to our parliamentarians that this is an issue they need to care about here and 

now. We’re also going to be sending out a message to the CEOs of mining companies attending the TB in Mining 

meeting that they cannot continue to ignore the needs and lives of their workers; and calling on them to seize the 

chance to put steps in place to make real change. 

 



with homeless shelters, soup kitchens and a range of 

other venues to screen more than 10,000 people for 

TB every year. Find and Treat is just one organisation 

out of thousands around the world working hard to 

detect TB in hard to reach communities. For more info 

on TB in the UK and Find & Treat, see BGS 1 

TB in Southern Africa and the TB and Mining meeting 

At the same time as we turn our attention to the TB 

problem in the UK, there is a major meeting on TB 

among gold miners (an issue RESULTS has been 

working on for some time) going on in South Africa. 

The meeting is the re-arranged SADC Ministers 

meeting which will bring together mining company 

CEOs with Ministers of health, labour and finance from 

across Southern Africa. This is a hugely important 

moment in the struggle to develop a regional response 

to the TB in Mining crisis. Mining companies will be at 

the table at the meeting, which seeks to advance the 

agenda for change set out in 2012 with the signing of 

the ‘Declaration on TB in the Mining Industry’. 

Our action 

This month we have two clear actions for you to take. 

Firstly, we want you to join us in London on World TB 

for a full day’s campaigning and action. The day will 

begin in traditional RESULTS style with a breakfast at 

our offices. We’ll then travel to parliament for a 

briefing with some key professionals working on TB in 

the UK and around the world. Once the briefing is 

over, we have managed to secure permission for the 

Find & Treat mobile X-Ray Unit to be parked on the 

Parliamentary estate and we will be inviting our MPs 

down to the van to see it in action and to learn about 

the crucial work the team does. 

This is an excellent opportunity for us to explain the 

local dimension of the global TB epidemic, and to 

engage our Parliamentarians on messaging around 

World TB Day. If your MP has been supportive of 

action on TB in the past, this is a great way to show 

them why we care about the issue, and to explain the 

UK fight against TB. 

We’ll be looking to get some media around the van’s 

presence, including asking MPs to tweet about their 

experience learning about the work of the Find & 

Treat team. Finally, we’ll be asking them to add their 

names to a global statement that we have been 

getting Parliamentarians from the G8 countries to sign 

ahead of WTBD. You can read the full text of the 

statement on background Sheet 1. 

We’re also going to be taking an action on TB and 

Mining. Because World TB Day is a global day of 

action, we want to focus on the people both here and 

in the developing world who are suffering from TB. 

We’re asking you to write to the CEOs of AngloGold 

Ashanti, Harmony Gold and Anglo American each of 

whom is attending a SADC TB and Mines Ministerial 

meeting in Johannesburg on March 25th. The meeting 

takes place the day after World TB Day, and we know 

that organisations across the region are planning 

similar activity ahead of the summit, we want to stand 

in support of them and make clear and powerful calls 

that this opportunity for change is not missed. For full 

details of the asks, as well as contact info for the 

CEOs, see background sheet 2. 

Take action 
1. Join RESULTS in London on World TB Day, Monday 24th March, for a full day of campaigning action. 

a. Let us know you’re coming, from where and what time you will be in London. We can arrange your travel if 

you’re coming from outside of the city. The day will begin at 9.30 with breakfast in the RESULTS office. We’ll be 

leaving for parliament at 10.15 so please arrive before then! 

b. Contact your MP (see attached invite) asking them to come and join us as we are shown the ‘Find and Treat’ 

mobile TB X-Ray unit used to find and diagnose cases of TB among some of London’s poorest and most 

vulnerable people. 

c. Send them the text of the World TB Day statement and ask them if they would add their names. This has already 

been signed by 72 UK MPs and Peers and by Parliamentarians from seven of the eight G8 nations. 

2. Using the example letter on Background Sheet 2 email the attendees of the re-arranged ‘TB in Mining’ meeting 

taking place in Johannesburg on March 25th.  

a. Thank them for them for the work that they have already done on keeping TB and Mining on their agenda. 

b. Call on them to set out a clearly defined plan of action for tackling, once and for all, the scourge of TB among 

their workforce, based on the World Health Organisation’s ‘Prevent, Find, Treat’ package of interventions. 

3. On the 24th of March tweet about World TB Day, using #WTBD2014 

4. Join us on March the 8th for a special global webinar with Alice Albright, CEO of the Global Partnership for 

Education. Click here for more details. 

 

http://blog.results.org.uk/2014/02/27/join-alice-alrbight-the-ceo-of-the-global-partnership-for-education-in-a-special-global-results-webinar/

