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One year since Nutrition for Growth 
But where’s the money? 
 

 

The scale of undernutrition 

Undernutrition is a huge global problem – around 52 

million children worldwide are thought to be affected 

by the condition, and around 1 million under-fives lose 

their lives to undernutrition each year. More broadly 

poor nutrition negatively impacts almost every aspect 

of a child’s early development; from making them 

more susceptible to deadly illnesses to stunting their 

growth to reducing their ability to learn at school. 

Undernutrition as an ‘invisible’ issue 

Despite the clear negative consequences of 

widespread undernutrition, it has been a relatively 

neglected area of focus for governments and 

development agencies over the past 10 years. Major 

efforts have been made to reduce ‘hunger’ -or the 

availability of food- but without a specific focus on 

nutrition. Reports suggest that current international 

funding to tackle undernutrition only meets 1.4% of 

the finance needed to effectively tackle the condition 

worldwide. 

Until recently, acute malnutrition was seen primarily 

as a feature of humanitarian emergencies rather than 

as a development and public health priority, or an 

‘everyday emergency’. This is despite the clear long 

term economic and human costs associated with the 

condition.  

Growing momentum for tackling undernutrition 

In 2008, the Lancet –Europe’s foremost medical 

journal- published a series on the subject detailing the 

impact of undernutrition globally; and  listing 13 high 

impact interventions that could be deployed to tackle 

it. Then, in 2012, a group of Scandinavian economists 

examined the issue in great depth and concluded that 

nutrition-specific interventions deliver some of the 

best value for money of all development interventions 

and recommended that preventing undernutrition in 

young children should be a top priority for 

policymakers. 

Following a June 2012 ‘Hunger Summit’ the UK 

Government announced that it would be convening a 

major international ‘pledging moment’ in June 2013 to 

bring together business leaders, scientists, 

governments and civil society working to bring an end 

to hunger and undernutrition, and for them to pledge 

new resources in the fight. The event was titled 

‘Nutrition for Growth: Beating Hunger through 

Business and Science’ and took place in London on 

June 8th 2013. The same day, 45000 campaigners –

including a bus load from RESULTS- rallied in Hyde 

Park to make a loud a clear call for the event to be a 

success. The event was the culmination of the ‘Enough 

Food for Everyone….IF’ campaign which united UK 

international development charities behind tackling 

global hunger. 

What were the outcomes of ‘Nutrition for Growth?’ 

It was a major success. $4.1 billion in new money for 

tackling undernutrition was pledged, a substantial 

accomplishment. The UK Government led the way 

with a pledge of £655 million, while many developing 

countries pledged to implement policy or practice 

changes to reduce undernutrition, including:  

On June 8th 2013, RESULTS was celebrating the success of the ‘Nutrition for Growth’ event; world leaders had 

come together in London and pledged $4.1 billion for tackling the global scourge of undernutrition, with the UK 

alone promising £655 million in new money. 

We were delighted, never before had such a grand statement of intent been made for ending the global scourge 

of undernutrition. And it couldn’t have come at a more pressing moment: globally undernutrition is responsible 

for 45% of all under five deaths; and over 165 million children have stunted growth due to poor nutrition. 

Since then, when the cameras had one and the celebrities had left Hyde Park, things have gone a little quiet. The 

UK has been slow to announce where the new money will be spent, while momentum on introducing the policies 

which can help end undernutrition have been slow to emerge. This month we’re tackling both of these problems, 

building public pressure ahead of the June 8th anniversary, and launching a global campaign to ensure that the 

policies to end undernutrition are being drawn up and implemented around the world.  

 



 improving the nutrition of 500 million pregnant 

women and young children;  

 reducing the number of children under five who 

are stunted by an additional 20 million;  

 saving the lives of at least 1.7 million children by 

preventing stunting, increasing breastfeeding and 

better treatment of severe and acute malnutrition 

(wasting).  

 The EU pledged to commit as much as €410 million 

($533 million) for nutrition specific interventions 

between 2014-2020, and as much as €3.1 billion on 

nutrition sensitive interventions between the same 

time frame 

However, since June 8th, the UK has gone a little quiet 

on exactly how and where they will be spending their 

newly pledged funding. It is crucial that all the money 

DFID pledged is being spent helping people in the 

world’s most vulnerable countries and is being spent 

efficiently, to meet their own spending deadline of 

2016.  

Time to see results 

While Nutrition for Growth was an excellent moment 

that put acute malnutrition back on the political 

agenda, we are now approaching the first anniversary 

of the day, and, to date, the only new spending we 

have seen from the UK is £36 million project in 

Ethiopia. While that is an excellent step, it only 

represents a small tiny portion of that £655 million. 

As we near the anniversary of Nutrition for Growth, 

we want the UK to come forward and give a full 

update on where and when the UK Government will 

be releasing its pledged funds from Nutrition for 

Growth; what better time to make that announcement 

than the one year anniversary of the event. 

Our action 

To ensure that the UK gets the message loud and clear 

that the public, media, and civil society are closely 

watching them on this issue, we have two actions this 

month to reach Justine Greening and the senior DFID 

officials.  

1. Write a letter to your local paper and/or a national 

paper just ahead of June 8th thanking the UK for 

their leadership on tackling undernutrition, remind 

the reader that we pledged £655 at Nutrition for 

Growth, and call on the UK to announce how and 

where they are spending the remainder of our 

pledge. See background sheet 2 for a guide to 

getting a letter published in the media and for a 

guide letter. Reaching the Government through the 

media is powerful way of bringing key issues to the 

attention of influential decision makers. 

 

2. Working with our colleagues at Concern 

Worldwide, we are also asking you to reach Justine 

Greening MP through your MPs via Twitter. They 

have created an amazing campaign called 

‘#JustineTime’ which challenges the Minister to 

give this update ‘just in time’ for June 8th. Ask your 

MP to support the campaign by encouraging them 

to Tweet Justine Greening for an update on the 

UK’s Nutrition for Growth pledge. See background 

sheet 1 for full details and suggested Tweets. 

Generation Nutrition  

Finally, RESULTS has recently joined and launched a 

new global campaign called ‘Generation Nutrition’ 

which seeks to tackle some of the longer term issues 

surrounding undernutrition, including some of the 

major policy changes that need to take place to bring 

the condition under control. We’ll be doing more work 

on this campaign later in the year, but for now, please 

sign and share the campaign petition. Full details are 

on background sheet 1. 

Take action 

1. Write a letter to a local and/or a national newspaper around June 8th. Thank the UK Government for our historic 

£655 million commitment to combatting deadly childhood malnutrition, made at the Nutrition for Growth event 

on June 8th 2013, as the culmination of the “IF” campaign. Mention that since then, the UK has only announced 

one project worth £30 million, and call on Justine Greening, Secretary of State for International Development, to 

make an announcement on, or around, June 8th, about how the rest of the money will be spent. 

2. You can follow this link for an automated action https://concern.iparl.com/lobby/33 or follow the suggested 

Tweets on background Sheet 1, tweet your local MP ahead of June 8th, calling on them to tweet Justine Greening, 

asking her for an update on the UK’s Nutrition for Growth pledge. 

3. Visit the Generation Nutrition website –www.generation-nutrition.org.uk and sign and share the petition. This is 

just the first action in a series as part of the joint campaign. 

https://concern.iparl.com/lobby/33

