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Just a few weeks to go… 
Let’s keep Climate Risk Insurance high on the agenda at the World Humanitarian Summit. 

 

 
 
Why smallholder farming is a risky business 
 

The impacts of climate change are being felt across the 
world and are taking a disproportionate toll on the 
poorest communities. They are hindering people’s 
efforts to build independent futures for their families, 
particularly the 500 million smallholder farmers who 
support the livelihoods of two billion people. 
 
What can be done about climate risks?  
 
Global efforts are being made to mitigate further 
dangerous climate change, but at the same time we 
need to increase the resilience of communities to the 
impacts that they are already facing. This can be done 
in many ways, from climate-smart infrastructure, to 
adaptations in agriculture and water use, to improved 
access to financial services and social protection. 
Where appropriate, climate risk insurance is recognised 
as an important part of the mix. 
 
What is climate risk insurance? 
 
Typically, climate risk insurance mechanisms pay out 
when weather conditions (such as amount of rainfall) 
cross a pre-defined threshold. This can be implemented 
at three levels: (1) microinsurance, where individuals 
hold policies directly; (2) cover for organisations that 
provide services to vulnerable individuals; and (3) 
‘macro’ level disaster insurance, where payouts are 
made to governments or other agencies working at a 
national or regional level. While donors have put 
significant political attention and funding towards 
macro-level schemes, they are not focusing enough on 
scaling up microinsurance. 
 
 
 
 

 
Payouts allow rapid intervention before a costly 
humanitarian disaster unfolds, preventing families from 
taking desperate coping strategies such as reducing 
their food intake or taking children out of education. 
Insurance also enables people to take smarter risks and 
boost their productivity, such as by accessing credit to 
purchase seeds and fertiliser. 
 
Access to insurance against climate risks is still 
extremely limited, with only an estimated 100 million 
poor and vulnerable people across Africa, Asia and Latin 
America currently covered.   
 
The G7 ‘InsuResilience’ Initiative 
 
The ‘InsuResilience’ Initiative was announced at the 
German G7 Summit in 2015 and aims to expand climate 
risk insurance coverage to an additional 400 million 
poor and vulnerable people by 2020. The UK is a leading 
supporter of the G7 Initiative and has already pledged 
£155 million, but the majority of this is accounted for 
by pre-existing, not new, commitments. 
 
What is the importance of the World Humanitarian 
Summit?  
 
On 23-24 May, the international community will come 
together in Istanbul to discuss making our humanitarian 
system fit for the future. The Summit is an important 
opportunity to shift our approach to risk management 
towards building resilience and preparing before 
disasters strike, rather than reacting afterwards, at 
huge human and financial cost. Climate risk insurance is 
one mechanism that can help achieve these aims, and 
is one of many items on the agenda for the Summit. 
 
 
 

For the two billion people around the world who depend on smallholder farming for their livelihoods, extreme 
weather can push them into poverty. Climate risk insurance (CRI) is a tool that can help people build their resilience, 
plan their future and recover when disaster strikes. In March, we asked you to write to your MP to encourage 
Secretary of State for International Development Justine Greening to commit new funding towards the G7 
‘InsuResilience’ Initiative at the World Humanitarian Summit (23-24 May). With just weeks to go until the Summit, 
and many important aspects of the future of humanitarian response to be discussed, the pressure is on to ensure 
that CRI stays firmly in the minds of leaders.  
 
In the run-up to the Summit, please write directly to the Minister of State for International Development, Rt Hon 
Desmond Swayne MP, who leads on humanitarian issues within DFID, asking him to announce a UK commitment of 
at least £100 million in new and additional funding towards the G7 Initiative, with at least half targeted towards 
scaling up microinsurance. 



 
The World Humanitarian Summit offers a platform for 
the UK to demonstrate its leadership on CRI and to 
galvanise momentum among partners on the eve of the 
G7 Summit in Japan.  
 
However, with a large number of high-profile issues on 
the table, the pressure is on to keep CRI high up the 
agenda. 
 
The UK’s existing support is primarily geared towards 
macro-level schemes. There is now a real opportunity 
for the Government to increase its focus on direct, 
microinsurance approaches, which are a vital 
complementary part of the G7 Initiative. This includes a 
range of investments to ensure that insurance products 
are accessible to the poorest, have positive impact on 
poverty and livelihoods, build a strong policy 
environment within developing countries to empower 
and protect clients, and are fully transparent and 
accountable. 
 
What will happen at the Summit? 
 
There will be a number of activities involving 
government leaders at the Summit. One of these is a 
series of ‘Roundtables’ at which Heads of State and 
other high-level representatives will have the 
opportunity to make commitments and announce bold 
actions. Among the topics discussed at these 
Roundtables will be how to improve preparedness, 
resilience and predictable financing for disasters and 
climate shocks. Climate risk insurance must play a 
strong part.  
 

 
 

 
Desmond Swayne’s Humanitarian Brief 
 
The Rt Hon Desmond Swayne MP is Minister of State in 
the Department for International Development. 
Desmond Swayne is responsible for DFID’s work on 
humanitarian response, as well as economic 
development and a number of other areas. He has a key 
role in the UK’s contribution to the World Humanitarian 
Summit. 
 
That is why this month, we are asking you to write to 
Desmond Swayne to scale up the UK’s commitment to 
climate risk insurance. It is as important that he is as 
personally convinced of its importance as the Secretary 
of State, Justine Greening, who has already praised 
climate risk insurance as one of the “smartest things” 
that donors are doing in development. 
 
What should the UK Government do now?  
 
RESULTS is calling on the UK Government to galvanize 
momentum for the G7 ‘InsuResilience’ Initiative at the 
World Humanitarian Summit by announcing a new and 
additional contribution of at least £100 million towards 
climate risk insurance, and to allocate at least half of 
this additional funding towards expanding 
microinsurance coverage for vulnerable groups, such 
as smallholder farmers and pastoralists. 

Take action 

The responses we have received from those of you who wrote to your MP on climate risk insurance in March were 

really encouraging. You have clearly raised the profile of CRI within the Department for International 

Development – and demonstrated that this is an issue campaigners care about! 

This month, we’re asking you to write directly to Minister of State for International Development, Desmond 

Swayne. With just a few weeks to go until the World Humanitarian Summit, it’s important to get your letter to 

him as soon as possible.  

1. Please write to Minister of State for International Development, Rt Hon Desmond Swayne MP, urging him 

make a commitment at the World Humanitarian Summit of at least £100 million in new and additional funding 

towards the G7 ‘InsuResilience’ Initiative, with at least half of this targeted towards scaling up 

microinsurance. 

2. If you didn’t get a chance to take action back in March, you can also get a message directly to the Secretary 

of State for International Development, Justine Greening. Take the e-action on our new website here: 

act.results.org.uk/lobby/riskybusiness  

Thank you for taking this action!  

 

http://act.results.org.uk/lobby/riskybusiness

