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General Election 2017 
Show your parliamentary candidates your support for international development. 
 

 

Why campaign during a General Election? 

Domestic policy issues inevitably dominate at election 

time, with most voters concerned about their local 

services and the economy. However, international 

issues are still discussed, and at a time when 

politicians are keen to hear what the public think, it’s 

important that they hear that there is firm support for 

the UK’s international development efforts. This will 

help to ensure that it is prioritised by the incoming 

Government. 

Why contact parliamentary candidates? 

Prospective parliamentary candidates (PPCs) will be 

keen not only to look good to their voters, but to hear 

what their priorities are for government. While only 

one of the candidates will be successful, it’s important 

that they all hear the message – both because any of 

them might be elected, and to ensure compliance with 

election law. And building a relationship with your 

next MP is important for future campaigns success! 

Please tell your candidates the progress that has been 

made to overcome poverty in the last 15 years – 

though there is more to do. Ask them if they are 

prepared to commit themselves to take actions in 

support of international development if they are 

elected. See also our and action guide from the 2015 

election for more suggested questions. 

A bigger Britain 

Since the Brexit vote in 2016, it’s been increasingly 

important to all political parties to show that Britain is 

not turning its back on its international obligations, 

whether or not they supported a ‘leave’ vote. You can 

help build public support for the idea that, as a leading 

international aid donor, the UK has a moral 

responsibility to live up to its aid promises, to help 

poorer countries find their feet, to overcome poverty 

and to save lives.  

Is aid really under threat? 

In recent weeks, all the main parties have spoken out 

in favour of the UK’s aid programme and the 

importance of meeting our commitment to spending 

0.7% of our Gross National Income on aid. However, 

the UK’s aid programme cannot be taken for granted, 

with senior politicians sceptical of aid and powerful 

media outlets having called repeatedly for a reduction 

in aid spending and for the abolition of the 

Department for International Development, 

contrasting ‘generous’ aid spending with stretched 

domestic services.  

The recently announced General Election means that most existing Members of Parliament are seeking re-
election, while some will be standing down. In all the parliamentary constituencies of the UK, candidates from a 
range of parties will be seeking to be elected to Westminster. Whatever the make-up of the new Parliament and 
whoever is in government after June 8th, RESULTS wants them to understand how important the UK’s 
international development work is. It’s vital that all the parties hear that there is firm support for the UK’s 
international development efforts. 
 
All the main parties have recently spoken out in favour of the UK’s aid programme and the importance of meeting 
our commitment to spending 0.7% of our Gross National Income (GNI) on aid. However, aid is nevertheless under 
threat, with attacks in the media heightening considerably this year, and calls for our aid budget to be massively 
reduced. Politicians of all parties must hear equally loudly from people who support well-spent, effective 
international aid. We need to protect this vital work for the long-term, saving millions of lives each year and 
helping people find their own ways out of poverty. The UK’s excellent track-record on international development 
must continue into the future if we are to meet the aim of the Global Goals to end extreme poverty by 2030.  
 
This month, we are asking you to make your views known to the Prospective Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs) of 
all the parties who are seeking election in your constituency, whether they support aid or not. This could be by 
attending or organising a local hustings, by arranging a series of meetings, by writing a Letter to the Editor of your 
local paper, or via social media. However you choose to do it, please explain why you think international 
development is a priority, and why you support the UK’s stance as a global leader in the fight against poverty. 

https://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/
https://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/
http://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Results%20Campaign%20Guide.pdf


Take action 

1. Attend a local public meeting or ‘hustings’ event. If there isn’t one near you, why not organise one 

yourself? 

2. Organise meetings with each of your local candidates, asking them for their views on international 

development. 

3. Write a Letter to the Editor of your local media outlets, or contact a radio phone-in show. Candidates 

are likely to be closely following local media. 

4. Use your social media channels to create messages in support of international development which are 

likely to be seen by local candidates. You can use #BiggerBritain which is also being used by other 

international development charities. 

With much of the UK public either unaware of what 

the UK’s aid efforts actually achieve, and with public 

support for aid declining, not raising awareness among 

the public and politicians risks that these arguments 

will find favour in future. It is therefore vital that 

politicians of all parties hear from people who support 

well-spent, effective international aid, which saves 

millions of lives each year and helps people find their 

own ways out of poverty. The UK’s excellent track-

record on international development must continue 

into the future if we are to contribute to the aim of the 

Global Goals to eradicate extreme poverty by 2030.  

Why 0.7%? 

The UN target of spending 0.7% of GNI on aid was set 

in 1970 and is deemed to be an appropriate amount 

for rich nations to spend. Currently the UK is the third 

largest international donor and one of only a handful 

of rich countries to meet this commitment, something 

of which we should be very proud. Some have 

questioned why this target should be enshrined in 

legislation, unlike other spending targets. Doing this 

allows aid programmes to be planned in advance, 

knowing what funding to expect in the longer term 

and free of short-term political priorities. 

What actions will help? 

Any action which raises the profile of support for 

international development, and helps candidates to 

understand that there is strong support in their 

constituency, will help! It’s up to you how you do this, 

based on your local resources and connections. The 

kinds of actions that you could take are: 

 Attend a local public meeting or ‘hustings’ event.  

 Organise a meeting with each of your local 

parliamentary candidates. 

 Write a Letter to the Editor of your local media 

outlets, or contact a radio phone-in show.  

 Share your support for international development 

on social media. 

Elections and the law 

In accordance with charity law, RESULTS does not 

endorse any particular party or candidate or seek to 

persuade members of the public to vote for or against 

a candidate or party. Our aim is to raise awareness of, 

and build support for, international development 

issues with all candidates, whatever party they 

represent. 

This means that, if representing RESULTS, you must do 

all you can to ensure you contact all the political 

candidates, even those who you think or who might 

actually be unsupportive of international 

development. See Background Sheet 2 for further 

details of election law and the Lobbying Act that you 

should be aware of. 

What specific policies do we want candidates to 

agree to? 

At election time, it’s usually not appropriate to raise 

very specific policy concerns, as it is the broad support 

for international development that is our goal. 

However, this needn’t stop you using any examples of 

issues you are passionate about. Background Sheet 1 

contains some information about the issues RESULTS 

campaigns on, which you may wish to use.  

What if I can’t contact candidates before the 

election? 

Don’t worry! After the Election on June 8th, the new 

Parliament will form and you’ll be able to contact your 

new or re-elected MP as usual. Their contact details 

can be found on Parliament’s website. Please make 

sure you congratulate them on their election and seek 

an early meeting on RESULTS issues. 

After the election, we’ll be coming back to the specific 

issues that RESULTS is campaigning on this year, 

including education and tackling drug-resistant TB. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/606290/Provisional_UK_Official_Development_Assistance_as_a_Proportion_of_Gross_National_Income_2016.pdf
http://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/May%202017%20Background%20Sheet%202.pdf
http://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/May%202017%20Background%20Sheet%201.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/

