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Writing your Letter to the Editor about the  

increased threat of TB.

 

Please write a Letter to the Editor of your local newspaper, expressing your concern at the latest TB figures from 
the WHO’s 2016 Global Tuberculosis Report, and saying that the Prime Minister Theresa may should personally 
push for and attend a High Level Meeting on TB at the UN in September 2017, owing to the seriousness of the 
threat posed by TB and drug-resistant TB. 

Why take a local media action? 

It is very important to gain public understanding of the scale of TB, and its seriousness as an increasingly deadly, 
drug-resistant epidemic. Your MP (or staff in his or her office) will almost certainly read the local paper too to 
pick up issues of local concern.  

Writing a Letter to the Editor is no more tricky than writing any other letter! You can find lots of tips on choosing 
a publication to write to, as well as finding and creating a hook, in our handy guide. Most local newspapers will 
have a website with contact details for writing a Letter to the Editor.  

TB in the UK: finding a local angle  

Many people in the UK think that TB is an illness that has already been eradicated, but in reality, it is the 
Victorian disease that never went away. While TB predominantly affects the world’s poorest people, it is not just 
low and middle-income countries that are facing deaths and economic damage because of TB and drug-resistant 
TB (until recently London had the dubious honour of being known as the TB capital of Europe). 

Pitching a letter to the editor of your local newspaper is often most successful when you are able to create a 
“hook” – a local angle to draw readers in. In September, new figures on TB rates in England were published by 
Public Health England. You could use information on TB in your area as a way to introduce the scale of the global 
TB epidemic and the new figures presented in the 2016 report.   

Talking points for your Letter to the Editor 

 New figures released by the World Health Organisation this month show that tuberculosis, 
the world’s leading infectious killer, just got deadlier. There were an estimated 10.4 million 
new TB cases and 1.8 million TB deaths in 2015. 

 This is a 20% revision upwards from last year’s figures, showing that the TB epidemic is a 
bigger problem than we thought. This should be headline news! 

 TB is an airborne, infectious disease for which there have been no new vaccine in nearly 100 
years and no new drugs for 50 years. With increasing antimicrobial resistance, new vaccines, 
drugs and tools for diagnosing TB are urgently needed.  

 Goal 3 of the Global Goals commits the world to ending the epidemics of HIV, TB and malaria 
for good, to help ensure good health and well-being for all. 

 Many people in the UK public think of TB as a disease of the past, but it has never gone away, 
and the new figures demonstrate the seriousness of the threat. While it is a disease of 
poverty, TB exists in the UK, not just in developing countries.  

 The UK is a world leader in the fight against TB. Prime Minister Theresa should follow this 
through by supporting and attending a High Level Meeting of world leaders on combatting TB 
at the United Nations General Assembly in September 2017. 

http://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Media%20editors%20letter%20V2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tuberculosis-in-england-annual-report


 

 
The issue in a soundbite (‘easy learning exercise’) 

 

 New figures released this month show that TB is a more serious risk than we ever knew about 
before, and increasingly drug-resistant. If we are going to end the TB epidemic in our 
lifetimes, we need new drugs, vaccines and tools to be developed. This will need a big 
increase in political will. World leaders including Theresa May should attend a High Level 
Meeting on TB at the UN in September to develop a global response. 

 
Social media suggestions 
 
Sample tweets: 
 

New @WHO figures show #TB, world’s deadliest infectious disease, just got deadlier: 
http://bit.ly/1igxt23  
 
Global TB Report shows #TB now even deadlier: political will needed http://bit.ly/2dFjx3z 
 
Revised figures: 1.8 million #TB deaths from TB worldwide in 2015 http://bit.ly/2dFjx3z 
 
.@theresa_may High Level Meeting on TB at #UNGA in 2017 for leadership on epidemic: 
http://bit.ly/1igxt23 
 
TB is the leading global infectious killer. Heads of State must act. Join the call for a UN High-Level 
Meeting on TB #UNITE4TB  

 
 
Sample Facebook Post 

New figures from the WHO show that TB is a more serious risk than we ever knew about before. If we are going 
to end the TB epidemic in our lifetimes, we need new drugs, vaccines and tools to be developed. This will need a 
big increase in political will. World leaders including Prime Minister Theresa May should attend a High Level 
Meeting on TB at the UN in September to develop a global response. 

Additional resources 

 Article from The Independent on the 2016 TB figures: Global TB epidemic prompts fresh warnings amid 
drug-resistance crisis.  

 Infographic on the Global Tuberculosis Report 2016. 

 Factsheet produced by the Stop TB Partnership promoting their campaign for a High Level Meeting on 
Tuberculosis. 

http://bit.ly/1igxt23
http://bit.ly/2dFjx3z
http://bit.ly/2dFjx3z
mailto:.@theresa_may
http://bit.ly/1igxt23
http://www.who.int/tb/publications/global_report/en/
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/tb-tuberculosis-who-dismal-progress-to-end-epidemic-drug-resistance-crisis-a7359546.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/tb-tuberculosis-who-dismal-progress-to-end-epidemic-drug-resistance-crisis-a7359546.html
http://www.who.int/tb/global-tb-report-infographic.pdf?ua=1
http://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/UN%20High-Level%20Meeting%20on%20TB.pdf
http://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/UN%20High-Level%20Meeting%20on%20TB.pdf

