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Shout about World Poverty Day 2017 
Share the progress that we are making in overcoming poverty to build public support. 
 

 

The changing nature of international development 

In recent years, the world has been making huge 

strides in eradicating extreme poverty, which has 

halved in a decade. 

The world achieved the first Millennium Development 

Goal (MDG) target – to cut the 1990 poverty rate in 

half by 2015 – five years ahead of schedule, in 

2010.   According to the most recent estimates, in 

2013, 10.7% of the world’s population lived in extreme 

poverty (defined as people living on less than $1.90 

per day), compared with 12.4% in 2012, and down 

from 35% in 1990.  

However, the profile of global poverty has been 

changing: now, most of the world’s poorest people live 

in middle income countries (which includes countries 

such as Nigeria, Vietnam and Zambia), with almost half 

living in India and China alone. Middle-income 

countries generally receive less international aid than 

low-income countries (for example, to support their 

health systems), and they increasingly have to fund 

basic services from their own domestic revenues, 

rather than relying on international donors. 

The ultimate aim of international development efforts 

should be to overcome poverty, and also helping poor 

countries to provide all the services their citizens 

need.  

Even as countries’ economies grow, there are still 

many challenges facing people living in extreme 

poverty, especially in ‘lower-middle income countries’, 

where millions of people still can’t access education 

and basic healthcare.  

In many countries, inequality is increasing, which 

makes it harder to overcome poverty, and challenges 

the world’s commitment to ‘leave no one behind’. 

Ensuring that the benefits of development are shared 

equitably is a real challenge for international 

development in the 21st century. 

Helping people to survive and thrive 

Across the world, people have very similar hopes and 

fears for themselves and their families. We need not 

only to survive – and each year, 5 million under-fives 

still don’t – but to thrive. 

Helping people to survive means combatting infectious 

diseases such as TB and polio; ending vaccine-

preventable non-infectious killers like pneumonia and 

diarrhoea; and massively reducing maternal mortality. 

And people need to be able to lead healthy, 

productive lives, which means getting adequate 

nutrition to grow and to learn; access to high-quality 

education; and protection from the huge impact of 

natural disasters like droughts, storms and hurricanes.  

The world has been making huge strides in eradicating extreme poverty in recent years, which has halved in a 
decade. However, most of the world’s poorest people now live in middle income countries. These generally 
receive less international aid than low-income countries, and increasingly have to fund services for their 
populations. 

In these circumstances, despite the progress that has been made, continuing progress cannot be taken for 
granted. For many people living in extreme poverty, basic infrastructure and services are still lacking, and 
inequality is increasing, challenging the world’s commitment to ‘leave no one behind’. Progress on the Global 
Goals is very mixed, and on several of the goals is far too slow. Much more effort and political will is needed to 
deliver the ambitions of the Goals. 

Together with countries and donors, a number of impressive global partnerships are helping to drive change, such 
as Gavi the Vaccines Alliance, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, 
and the Global Partnership for Education. RESULTS continues to advocate for such institutions to make the 
maximum impact on poverty reduction, and for donors such as the UK to focus their support on achieving the 
Global Goals, in partnership with developing countries. This month, the International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty (17 October) is a great opportunity to show politicians and the public how much the world has been 
changing, and how much there is still to do. 

 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/psp


Take action 

1. Please write a Letter to the Editor of your local newspaper on the International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty (17 October) about the important achievements made as a result of the UK’s 
international development efforts. For examples, please see this month’s Background Sheet. 

2. In your letter, please explain how we are helping countries provide for their own populations, so 
they won’t need to rely on international aid in the longer term. However, success at overcoming 
poverty isn’t guaranteed, and continued efforts and support are needed to achieve the Global 
Goals. 

3. Remember to share with us any pieces of media that you get published – where possible, we can then 
share them on RESULTS UK social media channels. Thank you for taking action!  

 

Since the millennium, a number of impressive global 

partnerships have been helping to drive change, such 

as Gavi the Vaccines Alliance, the Global Fund to Fight 

AIDS, TB and Malaria, the Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative (GPEI), and the Global Partnership for 

Education (GPE). As you know, RESULTS has been 

campaigning to ensure that these are as effective as 

possible at helping to overcome poverty. 

The Global Goals 

Last month saw the second anniversary of the Global 

Goals, signed by the leaders of 193 countries at the UN 

General Assembly on 26 September 2015. The 17 

Goals (also called the Sustainable Development Goals 

or SDGs) aim to end extreme poverty, disease and 

climate change by 2030, and cover all aspects of 

human development and sustainability. Two years on, 

it’s a good time to check in on the progress we are 

making.  

Progress isn’t inevitable 

Right now, progress on the Global Goals is very mixed, 

and on some goals, progress is far too slow and 

uneven. For example, 300 million children still die each 

year from malnutrition, and in 2016. 

The number of hungry people in the world has 

increased for the first time since the turn of the 

century, sparking concern that conflict and climate 

change could be reversing years of progress. 

The world is not currently on track to eradicate TB by 

2030: as tools to diagnose tuberculosis improve, we 

are discovering that the epidemic is even greater than 

we had previously thought. 

Nor will we meet Global Goal 4 (‘inclusive and quality 

education for all’) this century. 

Much more effort and political will is therefore 

urgently needed to make the ambitions of 2015 come 

to fruition.  

 

Ensuring public and political will to finish the job  

At RESULTS, we will continue using targeted and 

positive advocacy on specific issues at key moments, 

to build political will for progress against extreme 

poverty. To help make this advocacy as effective as 

possible, we also need to tell inspiring stories, to 

convince politicians and the public that change is 

possible, and to enable them to feel that supporting 

further progress is both worthwhile and the right thing 

to do. 

As many of you will be aware, the last year has seen a 

big rise in the number and intensity of public criticisms 

of UK aid programmes, with aid sceptics using political 

uncertainties and public concerns about the economy 

to achieve their ends, using often uninformed and 

misleading arguments. The Department for 

International Development has rightly defended its 

work, which is among the most transparent and 

effective in the world. 

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  

Also known as World Poverty Day, 17 October is a 

long-standing day in the United Nations calendar, a 

perfect moment to celebrate the progress that has 

been made, as well as a good time to reassure the 

public that their contributions to UK aid are being 

well-spent. It’s also a chance to press for even greater 

political will and urgency, to meet the big challenges of 

fulfilling the Global Goals. 

This month, please write a letter to the Editor of your 

local paper or online media, mentioning the 

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty and 

sharing your support for the ongoing effort that will be 

needed to achieve the Global Goals. 

Using any of the issues RESULTS works on as examples 

(see this month’s Background Sheet), please help to 

build the public and political support that is needed 

now more than ever. 
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