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A TRIPS waiver for vaccine equity now! 
The UK must urgently ensure COVID-19 vaccination access for all. 

 
 
Unequal access to COVID-19 vaccines 

Recorded deaths from the COVID-19 pandemic 

currently stand at 4.7 million, with some estimating the 

true figure to be far higher. Some 5.8 billion doses of 

vaccines have been administered worldwide, but just 

0.3% of these have gone to low-income countries, with 

79% going to upper-middle and high-income countries, 

many of which are vaccinating children and 

administering boosters. In the UK, 71% of the 

population is partly or fully vaccinated, yet for low 

income countries, the figure is only around 2%. 

Donation commitments have not been met 

The commitments made by rich countries to share 

doses are far from being met. At the G7 summit in June, 

the UK commited to share 100 million surplus COVID-

19 vaccines by the end of 2022. 80% of these were to 

be through ‘COVAX’, a global procurement mechanism 

created to supply COVID-19 vaccines to every country 

in the world. Only just over 6% of these doses have 

actually been delivered so far. And many that were 

delivered were close to their expiry date, making it  

 

difficult or impossible for some countries to administer 

them before expiration. In all, G7 leaders agreed to 

donate 870 million additional doses, bringing the total 

donations announced to 1 billion since February 2021. 

However, the G7 announcement lacked clear 

commitments to turning their words into action. 

Overall, COVAX roll-out of vaccines has been slow and 

to date, COVAX has only provided 300 million out of the 

2 billion doses planned to be delivered by the end of 

this year. It has also become apparent that COVAX’s 

dsitribution methods are flawed, with some richer 

nations such as the UK gaining more doses from the 

facility than countries that have been unable to access 

sufficient doses to-date, owing to rich countries buying 

them up and hoarding them. 

On 22 September, at a summit hosted by the US 

Government in New York, world leaders agreed to 

increase their level of ambition. Yet there is widespread 

concern that promises may still not be kept and that the 

global vaccination target (to vaccinate 40% of the 

population of all countries by the end of 2021 and 70% 

by the middle of next year) will not be met. 

In June and July this year, we asked you to push the UK Government to urgently share its surplus COVID-19 vaccines 
to enable countries around the world protect their populations from the virus. Three months on, some 5.9 billion 
doses of vaccines have been administered worldwide, but the distribution of these remains highly unequal. In the 
UK, 71% of the population is now partly or fully vaccinated, yet for low-income countries, the figure is only around 
2%. Of the 80 million doses of vaccines the UK pledged to share in June, only around 6% have been delivered, 
making the UK one of the slowest G7 countries to disburse the doses they committed to sharing at the G7 Summit. 
 
Dose sharing helps in the short term, but countries need to be able to produce their own vaccines to meet demand 
sustainably. The quickest way to achieve this would be for pharmaceutical companies with approved vaccines to 
share the intellectual property (‘IP’) rights with would-be manufacturers, including the recipes, know-how and 
technology needed to produce these crucial doses. Instead, companies have refused to share this information 
openly, and most have continued to make huge profits from vaccine sales. Pfizer and BioNTech alone are set to 
earn over $86 billion by the end of 2022. A proposed waiver on ‘Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights’ (TRIPS) would make IP related to COVID tools temporarily redundant, and allow manufacturers to start 
production. But this is being blocked by a few countries, including the UK and the EU. The global response to COVID-
19 to date has been grossly uneven, with inequitable access to everything from vaccines to oxygen. A TRIPS waiver 
is crucial to beginning to redress this balance and to allow countries to manufacture their own vaccines, as opposed 
to waiting for donated doses that have thus far been too slow in arriving. This month, please write to the Prime 
Minister, asking for the UK to massively scale up delivery of its donated doses, and to support a TRIPS waiver that 
will help deliver a sustainable global response to the pandemic. 
 

https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/global-covid-19-death-toll-more-than-double-official-estimates-ihme-2021-05-06/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/09/new-report-shows-leading-covid-19-vaccine-pharma-companies-fuelling-unprecedented-human-rights-crisis/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-to-donate-100-million-coronavirus-vaccine-doses
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/June%202021%20Background%20Sheet%20-%20Introduction%20to%20dose%20sharing.pdf
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/league-table-shame-uk-has-delivered-just-7pc-covid-jabs-promised/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/trojan-horse-bulk-uk-vaccine-donations-poor-countries-set-expire/
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-06-2021-g7-announces-pledges-of-870-million-covid-19-vaccine-doses-of-which-at-least-half-to-be-delivered-by-the-end-of-2021
https://actionforglobalhealth.org.uk/action-for-global-health-and-charity-partners-respond-to-g7-leaders-covid-19-response/
https://actionforglobalhealth.org.uk/action-for-global-health-and-charity-partners-respond-to-g7-leaders-covid-19-response/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-55795297
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-who-vaccines-insig/global-vaccines-project-to-revamp-rules-after-britain-got-more-than-botswana-idUSKBN2GN09P
https://www.devex.com/news/after-biden-s-covid-19-summit-questions-on-whether-world-will-deliver-101669
https://www.devex.com/news/after-biden-s-covid-19-summit-questions-on-whether-world-will-deliver-101669


 

 

Sustainable vaccine equity 

Donating hoarded vaccine supplies is only a short-term 

solution. A sustainable supply of COVID-19 vaccines 

must be established as a global common good. This will 

only be achieved through increasing their production 

and distribution. To do this, pharmaceutical companies 

must allow COVID-19 vaccines to be produced as widely 

as possible by sharing their knowledge freely. 

For countries to produce and administer their own 

vaccines, they need acccess to technical knowledge, as 

well as manufacturing capacity and strong health 

systems. However, World Trade Organization (WTO) 

rules are being used to prevent them from making their 

own vaccines. These rules, know as  ‘TRIPS’, or ‘Trade-

Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights’, allow 

companies to protect the intellectual property (‘IP’) in 

their research and discoveries. Companies including 

Pfizer, Moderna and BioNTech have made huge profits 

from vaccine development, much of which was publicly 

funded, yet they refuse to share the rights or 

information needed by manufacturers, protecting their 

monopolies and driving up prices. 

In October 2020, the Governments of India and South 

Africa, backed by 62 other countries, proposed a 

temporary IP waiver under existing WTO rules to allow 

vaccine formulas to be shared and mass produced. 

While many countries have agreed this is necessary, 

others, including the UK and EU, continue to block it. 

The UK Government has claimed that voluntary 

licensing such as those that AstraZeneca has struck is a 

better approach. Such deals have been few, however 

and have failed to deliver the open sharing of IP that is 

needed. 

Some countries are ready to start manufacturing their 

own vaccines, but pharmaceutical companies need to 

be pushed to share knowledge and technology, as 

voluntary sharing mechanisms to-date, such as the 

‘COVID-19 Technology Access Pool’, have been ignored. 

Arguments that manufacturing capacity does not exist 

in other countries, or sufficent demand due to vaccine 

hesitancy, are disproved by studies highlighting higher 

hesitancy in high-income countries than low, and 

reports of companies ready to start production. These 

are excuses from pharmaceutical companies that are 

not ready to give up their monopoly on COVID vaccines. 

The UK has also recently cast doubt on the ability of 

poorer countries to manufactuer vaccines safely, 

announcing quarantines for people entering England if 

they have received vaccines administered in countries 

in Africa and Latin America, but not from wealthier 

regions. This is counter-productive and discriminatory, 

and risks reducing confidence in these vaccines. 

What should the UK do now? 

The UK must agree to a TRIPS waiver to allow 

manufacture of vaccines and treatments. If you took 

our recent COVID-19 vaccine-sharing actions, thank 

you! But the Government hasn’t yet listened. So this 

month, please write to the Prime Minister asking for 

increased delivery of doses, and support for a TRIPS 

waiver to enable a sustainable global response to the 

pandemic. 

Take action! 

1. Write to the Prime Minister, asking him to deliver 20 million COVID vaccine doses per month to COVAX to 
fulfil our G7 pledge. Please consider copying in your MP, so they know about your concern and are made aware of 
the issue. 

Contact details: The Prime Minister, Rt. Hon. Boris Johnson MP, 10 Downing Street, London SW1A 2AA. 
Email pmpost.int@no10.gov.uk. Contact details for your MP can be found here. 

2. Sign and share these petitions with your contacts or via social media: 

 Global Justice Now’s petition for lifting COVID-19 patents 

 Avaaz’s petition for a People’s Vaccine 

3. Find out more 
Read our background materials from June for information on COVID-19 vaccine sharing, and our background 

information from July on some of the barriers to vaccine equity, including TRIPs. 

Lastly, please let us know that you’ve taken action by emailing Ruthie Walters at ruthie.walters@results.org.uk. 

 

 

https://peoplesvaccine.org/
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/IP/C/W669.pdf&Open=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/IP/C/W669.pdf&Open=True
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/africas-first-mrna-hub-to-be-set-up/
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/africas-first-mrna-hub-to-be-set-up/
https://www.who.int/initiatives/covid-19-technology-access-pool
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01454-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01454-y
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/23/englands-covid-travel-rules-spark-outrage-around-the-world
mailto:pmpost.int@no10.gov.uk
https://members.parliament.uk/members/Commons
https://act.globaljustice.org.uk/suspend-patents-covid-19-vaccines
https://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/peoples_vaccine_2021_loc/
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/June%202021%20Background%20Sheet%20-%20Introduction%20to%20dose%20sharing.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/July%202021%20Background%20Sheet%20-%20an%20introduction%20to%20COVID-19%20vaccine%20barriers.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/July%202021%20Background%20Sheet%20-%20an%20introduction%20to%20COVID-19%20vaccine%20barriers.pdf

