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Talking points on COVID-19 vaccine equity  
There’s a lot of jargon and technicalities around the global COVID-19 response, but in 

essence, it’s really simple: we must ensure that everyone has access to vaccine protection, 

wherever they live. That’s why RESULTS is speaking out about the things that are stopping 

this from happening, whether it’s the UK’s lack of urgency in meeting its dose-sharing 

commitments, or the behaviour of governments and the pharmaceutical industry in not 

sharing vital know-how about vaccine production. 

These talking points set out the basic arguments in a few sentences, which you might find 

useful for your letter. As always, keeping it simple, and setting out your own moral arguments 

and motivation, are most persuasive.  

You can find more detail on the barriers to COVID-19 access and an introduction to dose-

sharing in our June and July Background Sheets. To learn more about ethical ways to talk 

about poverty and COVID-19, check out this blog from RESULTS in the US. 

Dose-sharing 

• The global COVID-19 vaccine rollout to-date has been extremely unequal. 71% of the 

UK public has now received a vaccine, but only 2% of people in low-income countries. 

• The UK has enough doses of COVID-19 vaccines to vaccinate all UK age groups eligible 

for a vaccine, administer boosters to the most vulnerable, and share 20 million surplus 

doses each month until the end of the year with countries that can’t access supplies. 

• At the G7 summit in June, the UK committed to share 80 million surplus COVID-19 

vaccines by the end of 2022 through COVAX. 

• So far, only around 6% of these doses have been delivered, making the UK one of the 

slowest G7 countries to distribute the doses they committed to sharing. 

• Sharing vaccines through COVAX is an immediate and urgent need, but is only one step 

to COVID-19 equity and should be part of longer-term solutions. 

• Vaccines should be shared through COVAX in a fair and transparent way. 

• COVID-19 assistance, including any shared doses, should not be counted as part of the 

already shrinking and squeezed UK aid budget. 

https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/July%202021%20Background%20Sheet%20-%20an%20introduction%20to%20COVID-19%20vaccine%20barriers.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/June%202021%20Background%20Sheet%20-%20Introduction%20to%20dose%20sharing.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/June%202021%20Background%20Sheet%20-%20Introduction%20to%20dose%20sharing.pdf
https://results.org/blog/talking-about-poverty-and-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-to-donate-100-million-coronavirus-vaccine-doses
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/June%202021%20Background%20Sheet%20-%20Introduction%20to%20dose%20sharing.pdf


 

 

Barriers to vaccine access 

• A sustainable supply of COVID-19 vaccines should be a global common good. This can 

only be achieved through increasing their production and distribution. 

• For countries to produce and administer their own vaccines, they need to have access 

to technical knowledge, as well as manufacturing capacity and strong health systems. 

• A World Trade Organization (WTO) agreement known as  ‘TRIPS’, or ‘Trade-Related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights’, is being used to prevent countries from making 

their own vaccines, allowing pharmaceutical companies to restrict access to vaccines 

and make huge profits. 

• The rules allow for a ‘TRIPS waiver’ to force companies to share the rights and 

information needed by manufacturers.  

• The UK should support a TRIPS waiver, as proposed by South Africa and India, to ensure 

the world can manufacture enough vaccines for everyone. 

Hear from the experts! 

Check out the recording of our National Conference 2021 session on COVID-19 vaccine 

equity. Our panel of advocates and activists from India, Indonesia, Brazil and Nigeria discuss 

the COVID-19 response in their countries and what they are doing to fight for a more 

equitable global response. Hear about the challenges faced by lower-income countries in 

access to vaccines, the importance of the TRIPS Waiver and why we should all take action. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDVhjULFx88
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