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WhO WE arE
rESulTS is a movement  
of passionate, committed, 
everyday people. Together  
we use our voices to influence 
political decisions that will  
bring an end to poverty. 

Our ViSiON
a world free from  
extreme poverty by 2030.

Our miSSiON
To create the public and  
political will to end poverty  
by enabling people to exercise 
their own personal and  
political power for change. 

l  We believe every person has the right to live a healthy, happy and 

productive life, free from extreme poverty and discrimination. 

l  We strive to help the most marginalised and vulnerable people in the world. 

l  We believe every person has the power to contribute to changing 

the world, and we work to enable them to do so. 

l  We believe that citizens everywhere have the right to hold 

their governments to account for their actions and omissions. 

l  We believe changes in financing, policy and practice - not charity - 

have the biggest impact on reducing extreme poverty and inequality. 

l  We believe that the world has demonstrably more than enough resources 

and know-how to make rapid  progress on ending poverty, and that  

the key reason this has not happened is a lack of political will. 

l  Our advocacy is based upon impartial, robust evidence of challenges 

and their solutions. 

l   We are an independent, non-partisan organisation that promotes 

cross-party support for, and action on, international development. 

l  We believe in investing in our staff and building their professional capacity. 

Our ValuES
Goal 1: TubErCulOSiS 
Ensuring that all people with TB  

are treated with tools that work. 

Goal 2: NuTriTiON 
Ensuring the right nutrition  

at the right time for all. 
Goal 3: Child hEalTh 
Equitable access to immunisation for all. 
Goal 4: EduCaTiON 
Inclusive, equitable education for all. 

Goal 5: ECONOmiC OppOrTuNiTy 
Maximising the potential of new  

ways to help people escape poverty. 

Goal 6: CiTizEN VOiCE
Strengthening people’s power to  

affect change, globally and in the UK.

Our gOalS
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y first year as Board Chair has been a good one for RESULTS, with major campaign victories 
on a number of issues and the continued expansion of the organisation’s operations and 
influence.

A highlight has to be, of course, the new commitment of £100m from the UK Government to 
bring about the end of polio. This comes on top of billions of pounds of global expenditure and decades 
of effort from health workers, doctors, and parents to eliminate the disease. It was our privilege to be 
able to take journalists to one of polio’s last outposts in northern Nigeria and help show the world how 
very close we are to making this horrible disease history. We must finish the job.

Once we have finished the job, though, we need to consolidate the gains. When we beat polio, these 
gains must be translated into routine and essential immunisation, or we risk them being lost. We 
cannot win the battle, but then lose the war with vaccine preventable diseases coming back as polio 
immunisation and surveillance infrastructure is wound down. RESULTS has been in the very forefront 
of thinking this through and pushing others, as our suite of policy reports on this subject make very 
clear: they are compelling reading.

Our campaigning on education in 2017 continued apace, building towards the goal of a fully replenished 
Global Partnership for Education. With hundreds of millions of children still out of school, education 
cannot wait. Our active grassroots campaigns resulted in the UK remaining the leading donor to the 
GPE at the pledging conference held in early 2018, although we were advocating a larger pledge overall.

Much of RESULTS’ Education work in 2017 has been in close partnership with the Send My Friend 
(SMF) campaign - we host their secretariat on behalf of a broad coalition of education partners. I am 
so proud of their tremendous outreach to over 300,000 schoolchildren from all over the UK with the 
powerful message that education is ‘The Missing Piece of the Puzzle’. I couldn’t agree more.

Organisationally, we are pleased to have seen the TB Europe Coalition (TBEC) grow and leave the nest, 
establishing itself as an independent legal entity in the Netherlands. We are proud to have been able 
to assist in establishing such a powerful network of TB advocates across Europe and Central Asia, and 
will continue to work in close partnership as TBEC puts down new roots and continues its expansion 
and growth.

I’m also proud to host the Global TB Caucus. The Caucus sets its own agenda, but they share our 
goal (and TBEC’s goal) of ending TB. It is the world’s largest parliamentary network on any disease 
issue. The network has grown to over 2000 parliamentarians in 130 countries and this puts them 
in an excellent position to influence the upcoming UN High-Level Meeting on TB that will happen in 
September 2018.

What has impressed me most in 2017, though, is the dedication of our network of grassroots 
volunteers. It can never be said enough that they are the most dedicated champions in the country 
for the end of global poverty, and it is an honour to call them my allies and friends.

M

ThOUghTs  
fROM ThE ChAiR
NigEL WARd, BOARd ChAiR 2017

 

ThEORY  
Of ChANgE

STraTEgiC
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TO SEE iN ThE WOrld?

VOiCE
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OppOrTuNiTiES

EduCaTiON

hEalTh

£ mObiliSEd

pOliCy ChaNgE

pOliTiCal Will
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parliamENTary 
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SuppOrT
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ThE OuTCOmES
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(how we practically measure 
change in the world)

Our apprOaCh
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ThE g20 – frOm VauXhall TO bErliN, Via NO.10

In 2016, the G20 recognised antimicrobial resistance as “a serious 
threat to public health, growth and global economic stability,” 
placing it firmly on the agenda for the 2017 G20 Summit under 
German Presidency. We recognised the opportunity to push 
for the inclusion of TB within this agenda to ensure that TB was 
included in any resulting initiatives on AMR.

Our G20 advocacy took us from Vauxhall to Berlin, via no.10 
Downing Street where we met the G20 Sherpa team who prepares 
for the Summit on behalf of the Head of State or Government. 
We worked globally with civil society organisations to align our 
key messages and asks and used them in our advocacy with the 
Sherpa team as well as meeting with civil servants. RESULTS UK 
was also elected to co-chair the Civil Society 20 Health Working 
Group whose recommendations feed into the G20 Health 
Working Group meetings.

The 2017 G20 declaration committed to examining "practical 
market incentive options," highlighted the "importance of 
fostering R&D, in particular for priority pathogens as identified 
by WHO and tuberculosis," and called for “a new international 
R&D Collaboration Hub” to catalyse clinical research and product 
development. AMR is once again on the agenda for the 2018 G20 
Summit and we hope to see TB at the centre of these discussions.

ThE Tb EurOpE COaliTiON bECOmES a lEgal ENTiTy

RESULTS UK continued to work as part of the TB Europe Coalition 
(TBEC) Secretariat. TBEC, a network of civil society organisations 
across the European and Central Asian regions, continued to 
grow and in the autumn of 2017 reached over 170 members 
from over 35 countries.

Throughout 2017, TBEC actively engaged in TB advocacy with key 
decision makers from global organisations such as the Global 
Fund, WHO, UN, OECD, ECDC, G20 and EU through attending 
various meetings and conferences, from the EU Symposium in 
Malta to the Union conference in Mexico. TBEC also carried out 
capacity and network building activities, including re-registration 
of TBEC membership, organising the first joint TBEC and EHRA civil 
society workshop in Bulgaria, and conducting online webinars on 
media engagement and the UN high level meeting in English and 
Russian. TBEC successfully concluded the year by registering as a 
foundation in the Netherlands and is now a legal entity.

n August 2017, I travelled to Liberia 
with four UK parliamentarians and 
two other members of RESULTS UK 

staff to explore how the country was 
re-building its health system through the 
delivery of key interventions, like vaccines 
and TB treatment. Tell anyone that you 
are  going  to  visit  and  they  will  likely  
know  two  things about  the  country:  
its  brutal  civil war that ended in 2003, 
and  the  recent Ebola  crisis  that ravaged 
the country’s health system. So when I 
arrived in the capital city Monrovia, I was 
not surprised to see scores of UN vehicles 
and development agency headquarters on 
every street corner. 

It was the weak health system that 
allowed the Ebola virus to spread as fast as 
it did, killing 4,800 people in Liberia alone. 
During the crisis from 2014 to 2016, many 
clinics closed, NGOs pulled out and 10% of 

local doctors and nurses were killed.
The delegation visited ‘TB Annex’ in 

Monrovia, the only TB clinic in the country 
that treats people with drug-resistant 
forms of TB. The Global Fund and Partners 
in Health supported clinic was hit hard by 
the Ebola epidemic, with only one doctor 
to treat all of the patients. Despite this, one 
of the clinic nurses told me of treating a 
patient who had Ebola. She told me how 
lucky she felt to have avoided transmission. 

When we visited the Annex, I was struck 
by the sheer number of people being 
tested and the closeness between the staff 
and people receiving treatment. We met 
two young people, aged 11 and 16, who 
were receiving treatment for drug-resistant 
forms of TB. The younger girl had TB of 
the spine, explained the doctor as the girl 
shied away from the MPs. One man who 
was being treated for multi-drug resistant 

TB (MDR-TB) spoke of having to move 
miles away from his family and his job for 
treatment. Another described the horrific 
side-effects of treatment (for MDR-TB, 
treatment can make patients blind or deaf). 
Despite the optimism from staff, this was 
a sobering visit and everyone was silent in 
the car back to the hotel.

Following the delegation, the 
parliamentarians that attended all became 
members of the APPG on Global TB and 
the APPG on Vaccination. They wrote to the 
Chief Medical Officer of Liberia to ask for 
TB to be classified as a WHO Early Warning 
Disease and spoke in parliamentary 
debates. The clinics we saw and the people 
we met demonstrated the urgent need 
to prioritise investment in research and 
development for TB drugs to combat 
resistance, reduce stigma and improve 
access to diagnosis and treatment.

TaCKliNg Tb iN libEria  
Ella hOpKiNS, parliamENTary adVOCaCy OffiCEr 

TUBERCULOsis

Tuberculosis (TB) remains the world’s 
leading infectious killer. In 2016, it killed 
1.7 million people, more than HIV and 
malaria combined. Following decades 
of political neglect, 2017 saw the world 
make huge strides in the fight against 
TB. For the first time, TB was recognised 
as a global priority at both the G7 and 
G20 summits. The year culminated in a  
Global Ministerial Meeting on TB in Russia  
during which President Putin and 120 
countries committed to fundamentally 
transforming the global response to  
the world’s deadliest infectious disease.

i



10 | 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 2017 ANNUAL REPORT | 11

ThE uK gOVErNmENT COmmiTS  
100 milliON TO ENd pOliO fOr gOOd

Building on efforts in 2016 to develop the One Last Push network 
of UK parliamentary polio eradication champions, RESULTS 
worked to show the Government that there was strong public and 
political support for a bold pledge to the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative (GPEI), a global partnership made up of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), UNICEF, the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, Centre for Disease Control and Rotary. Our grassroots 
campaigners teamed up with parliamentary team to get signatures 
on a letter to the Secretary of State pledging support for a new 
financial commitment to the GPEI. Over 60 MPs signed the letter 
from across the political spectrum.

On 4 July, former Secretary of State for International Development 
the Rt. Hon. Priti Patel, announced a £100 million commitment to 
GPEI – the exact amount we had been calling for. This funding will 
help immunize 45 million children against polio each year until 2020.

To celebrate the UK’s leadership on polio eradication, 15 politicians 
from opposite ends of the spectrum joined Paralympic medallist and  
polio survivor Ade Adepitan in Trafalgar Square for a basketball match 
with other members of the British Paralympic basketball team.

flagShip rEpOrTS ON immuNiSaTiON

RESULTS expanded its evidence base on immunisation, 
publishing a number of policy reports and briefs which had been 
shared and circulated widely amongst UK government decision 
makers, global immunisation stakeholders, and civil society 
alike. These set out what RESULTS believe needs to happen in 
the world to ensure all children are vaccinated. They included:

Owning It: Turning Commitments into Action.
Through four case studies (Nepal, Nigeria, Sri Lanka and 
Uganda) the report looked at how countries can take ownership 
of their immunisation systems. 

From Donor Funding to Domestic Leaders
Using Uganda as a case study, the policy briefing looks at the 
role of political will in driving country ownership over national 
immunisation programmes. 

A Balancing Act: Challenges and opportunities  
as polio and its funding ends
As the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) winds down, 
the 16 countries that receive 95% of GPEI’s support will face 
significant challenges from decreased funding over the next 
three years. This report, which was co-authored with RESUTS 
Australia, explored what is going to happen when the GPEI scales 
back its operation and the impact this will have on immunisation 
and health systems. Crucially, it also looks positively for solutions 
to ensure that the world remains polio free and urges that we 
grasp this rare opportunity to refocus much-needed efforts on 
strengthening routine immunisation. The report received global 
media attention with articles being published in From Poverty to 
Power, Stat News, The Lancet Global Health Blog and Devex. 

he sun had just come up as we 
drove into Ungogo, a small village 
in Kano in Northern Nigeria. We 

snake around a maze of mud-built 
homes on a dusty path until an opening 
emerged ahead us. A large group of 
people gathered around men dressed in 
costumes, banging drums and chanting 
with a megaphone, although it was 
tricky to make out what was being 
said through the noise and bustle that 
surrounded them. Amidst the crowd, 
a group of women emerged clutching 
pale blue lunchboxes packed with vials 
of the polio vaccine that will be dropped 
into the mouths of the villages’ children 
throughout the course of the day.

This was “flag-off “day and marked 

the start of a four-day campaign across 
the country to ensure every child was 
vaccinated against polio, a crippling 
disease that paralyses the limbs and 
muscles and can cause life-long paralysis. 

We didn’t have to look far to see the 
diseases debilitating impacts. Ismal, 
9, looked on from the sidelines as the 
volunteer health workers set off on their 
rounds. He contracted polio aged two 
and is paralyzed from the waist down.  
“I blame my parents,” he said, “for not 
having me vaccinated, it makes me angry 
with them. I don’t feel so glad to see this 
today, I feel sad.”

Global efforts to eradicate polio 
suffered a setback in August when, after 
two years free of transmission, two cases 

of polio were detected in Borno state in 
northern Nigeria, followed by another in 
September in the same region. Nigeria is 
the last country in Africa, and one of only 
three in the world where polio remains 
endemic; the others are Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. 

In April 2017, I travelled with three 
international journalists to Nigeria during 
a national immunisation campaign to 
show how UK’s investments in the GPEI 
are helping Nigeria to ensure every 
child received the polio vaccine. The trip 
resulted in a features in the Observer, the 
Guardian, the Atlantic and Undark and 
shone a spotlight on the GPEI’s role in the 
global polio programme in the run up to 
its replenishment. 

ThE raCE TO aVErT ThE rESurgENCE Of pOliO iN NigEria  
TOm maguirE, COmmuNiCaTiONS maNagEr 

ChiLd hEALTh

1 in 10 children still receive no vaccines 
at all. With global immunisation goals 
still way off track and millions of children 
still dying from vaccine- preventable 
diseases, our mission in 2017 was to 
push the UK Government and other global  
health stakeholders to refocus their 
efforts and ensure all children receive 
the 11 WHO recommended vaccines.

T
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WiTh 
NAvEEd ChAUdhRi 
hEAd Of CAMPAigNsREsULTs TAkE  10

Tell us a bit about your role as Head of 
Campaigns at RESULTS? What does it entail 
day-to-day? 

It’s a very mixed bag. The most important part 
of the job is to help our amazing grassroots 
network to achieve change. Practically, that could 
mean developing campaign plans, producing 
action materials, or planning events. There’s a lot 
of management too, which I enjoy. That could 
be helping staff achieve their work, planning 
budgets, or making sure RESULTS complies with 
regulations – every day is different!

How did you become interested in 
international development and grassroots 
campaigning?

In my twenties I joined my local Oxfam 
volunteer group. As well as raising money, we 
ran campaigns. My first action was about the 
mis-selling of breastmilk supplements in the 
developing world, a really important issue which 
had absolutely nothing to do with my own life! 
But it made me realise that as citizens, we have 
the power to change things that really affect the 
lives of other people. 

Tell us about the RESULTS grassroots  
network and groups?

It’s a small but incredibly powerful band of 
people who don’t just believe, but actually  
know from their own experience that they are 
changing the world by engaging positively with 
politicians and the Government. Every individual 
and every group is different, but what they 
have in common is the idea that by working on 
specific issues, we make real change over time, 
contributing to tangible improvements in the 
lives of the world’s poorest people.

What kind of actions do they take? 

Everyone has a different take on what their 
‘personal and political power for change’ means 
for them. Contacting MPs is our bread and butter. 
Face-to-face meetings are the most powerful 
tool we have, but letter-writing is the staple form 
of contact. Local media, personal social media 
networks, and building awareness in the local 
community can all be very important too.

Will writing a letter to my MP actually  
change anything?

Emphatically yes! When someone builds a 
relationship with their MP over time, they start 
to get involved in an issue they may not have 
considered before, which can be incredibly 
powerful. Even if they don’t agree with you,  
there is always something you can ask them 
to do, which could be to pass on your concern 
to the relevant Minister. It only takes a small 
number of letters from MPs to get an issue 
higher up the political agenda.

What do you see as the networks biggest 
accomplishment in 2017?

That’s a tough call. The single most tangible 
victory was probably when the Government 
pledged £100 million toward polio eradication, 
something the network has worked on for a  
very long time. That will go a long way towards 
ending the disease for good.

What do you see as the biggest challenge for 
international development at the moment?

It has to be the polarization of politics, and the 
loss of faith many people seem to have in a 
cohesive society with room for different views, 
in which people can see the value of engaging 
positively rather than throwing rocks at each 
other from a distance. It allows extremism to 
grow and makes our work a lot harder.

What role can ordinary members of the 
public play in helping to change this? 

Everyone can stay positive, and keep believing 
that quietly working for a good outcome will 
make a difference in the long run. Share this 
with other people, and you become an exemplar 
of what good global citizenship can achieve. 
Resisting the temptation to demonise the  
people we don’t agree with is very important too.

I’m reading this and thinking about 
getting involved. Who should I contact? 

Get in touch with the RESULTS office, and  
we can chat about your individual  
circumstances. Where possible, we will put 
you in touch with like-minded people, 
so you can have more influence and work 
on more ambitious projects. You can reach 
us by email on join@results.org.uk 
or call the office on +44 (0)207 793 3970

Do I need any specific skills or experience?  

No, just the attitude I’ve been talking about. 
And even if you don’t quite believe it yet, give

 it a try, and find out more. The only real 
requirement are an interest in working with 
others and a willingness to learn. In-depth 
knowledge of international development is 
definitely not a prerequisite!
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buildiNg parliamENTary ChampiONS  
fOr NuTriTiON
Throughout 2017, we worked to increase the number of political 
champions on nutrition, building on the success of our parliamentary 
delegation to India in 2016. We worked closely with Government 
whip Baroness Manzoor, who joined our 2016 delegation to India, 
to elevate nutrition as a political priority in Parliament. In February, 
the former National Health Service regional director secured a 
debate in the House of Lords, questioning the Government and 
other peers on political leadership for nutrition, micronutrient 
interventions and food fortification, emphasising nutrition as a 
foundation for development.

In August, we took two new MPs, David Linden and Henry Smith, 
shadow International Development Minister Roberta Blackman-
Woods, and long-time nutrition champion, Lord David Watts on 
a delegation to Tanzania. They visited communities under the 
DFID’s “Enhancing Nutrition Services to Improve Maternal and 
Child Health” programmes, aimed at empowering marginalised 
populations to access essential health, nutrition and school 
readiness services, and allowing them to witness first-hand the 
important links between nutrition and education.

milaN NuTriTiON SummiT

2017’s G7 summit in Milan provided an opportune moment 
to reinvigorate the nutrition community following the 
disappointment of 2016’s Nutrition for Growth (N4G) event in 
Rio. In the run-up to the event, RESULTS UK worked with the UK 
Government, and through a civil society taskforce to make sure 
that the Milan Summit was the resource mobilisation and high-
level event that Rio wasn’t. We pushed for an announcement 
from the UK Government, resulting in them unlocking all of its 
2013 N4G matched fund commitment – £84.2 million.

Another positive outcome was financial investments from philan-
thropic organisations in high-burden countries, including India – a 
country we’d visited during a parliamentary delegation on nutrition 
back in 2016.

The event in Milan has provided the catalyst to increase momentum 
towards a major pledging moment in Tokyo in 2020 where new 
financial resources will be committed to tackle malnutrition.

Government policy papers probably don’t 
strike you as must read texts. But there 
was an important one in 2017 – DFID’s 
new position paper on nutrition. ‘Saving 
lives, investing in future generations and 
building prosperity – the UK’s Global 
Nutrition Position Paper’ sets out the 
UK’s approach to achieving its target to 
improve nutrition for at least 50 million.

Launched in October 2017 by then 
Secretary of State Priti Patel, the paper 
shows recognition of RESULTS’ priorities. 
These priorities include scaling up efforts on 
all forms of malnutrition; better integration 
of nutrition within other programmes and 
ensuring no one is left behind. There is also 
a strong focus on women and girls and on 
young children. This is imperative. 

In advance of the report being 
published, we met with DFID to talk 
through the evidence, the need and the 
best approaches. We produced a report 
which looked at DFID’s programmes 
and reaching the 50 million target. And, 
importantly, our grassroots supporters 
wrote letters to DFID to let them know 
how much this policy paper mattered, 
and how vital it was to get it right. The 
publication of the position paper was 
the culmination of these efforts. But the 
hard work doesn’t stop with publication. 
The real hard work starts now. Ensuring 
the successful implementation of this 
position paper will be vital to overcoming 
one of the world’s biggest, and too often 
neglected challenges.

dfid lauNCh a NEW pOSiTiON papEr ON NuTriTiON  
Callum NOrThCOTE, pOliCy adVOCaCy OffiCEr

NUTRiTiON

Every year, 3.1 million children die  
as a result of malnutrition. This makes  
it the single largest killer of children  
under-five worldwide. Undernutrition  
also negatively impacts almost every 
aspect of a child’s early development. 
Progress has been made to reduce 
extreme poverty, but, for millions  
of women and children, a narrow  
diet makes it impossible to get the  
vitamins and minerals they need  
to lead healthy, and productive lives. 

Despite the health and economic  
gains to be made, global attention  
and investments on nutrition, still  
falls short of the need. Throughout  
2017, we set out to change this. 
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This year, there was an excellent opportunity to address the funding 
gap: the replenishment of the Global Partnership for Education, 
the world’s only funding platform dedicated to providing inclusive, 
quality education for the world’s poorest children in over 65 
countries. Through the All-Party Parliamentary Group of Global 
Education, the Send My Friend to School Campaign and RESULTS’ 
grassroots network, we worked with MPs and campaigners to 
promote a strong UK pledge to the Global Partnership for Education.

CampaigNiNg fOr a STrONg plEdgE  
TO ThE glObal parTNErShip fOr EduCaTiON

The Global Partnership for Education (GPE) is the world’s largest 
global funding platform solely dedicated to ensuring inclusive, 
quality education in developing countries. RESULTS UK and 
the Send My Friend to School campaign, which is housed at 
RESULTS, spent 2017 campaigning for an ambitious pledge from 
the UK Government, historically the largest donor to GPE.

In February 2017, Send My Friend launched its campaign ‘The 
Missing Piece of the Puzzle.’ 264 million children and young 
people are out of school, but there’s still a staggering education 
financing gap of $39 billion. The campaign put the spotlight on 
financing as the missing piece of the puzzle for global education 
and called on the UK government to pledge US$500 million 
(approximately £360 million) to GPE. Throughout the year, 
300,000 young people took part, meeting and sending jigsaw 
puzzle pieces with messages about global education to their 
local MP to take to the Secretary of State.

RESULTS campaigners took part in the campaign Education 
Counts, reiterating the call for the UK to pledge US$500 million 
to GPE. Campaigners met with their MPs to discuss the vital role 
of GPE in tackling the global learning crisis and asked them to 

write to the Secretary of State in support of a strong funding 
commitment from the UK.

The International Development Committee launched an inquiry 
into DFID’s work on education. Both RESULTS UK and the Send 
My Friend to School campaign submitted evidence highlighting 
the upcoming replenishment and highlighting the importance of 
the pledge. The Committee included this in the final report, and 
launched it at school with the Send My Friend to School campaign.

The APPG on Global Education, for which RESULTS UK provides the 
Secretariat, organised a panel event in Parliament in September 
with Julia Gillard, Board Chair of the Global Partnership for 
Education, Stephen Twigg, a DFID representative, UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassador Muzoon Almellehan from Syria and Rita and Sophie, 
year 11 campaign champions from Send My Friend to School.

At the start of 2018, GPE held its financing conference in Dakar, 
Senegal, co-hosted by Macky Sall, President of Senegal, and 
Emmanuel Macron, President of France. While RESULTS UK 
welcomed the UK Government's support for global education, we 
were disappointed that the pledge fell short of the commitment 
needed to drive the delivery of quality, equitable learning for 
the world’s most vulnerable children. Nonetheless, the year 
of action for GPE showed campaigners and parliamentary 
champions at their best.

12th July 2017 marked our Parliamentary 
Action Day, one of the most exciting days 
in the Send My Friend to School calendar – 
not only for myself but for the 18 brilliant 
Campaign Champions and their teachers 
who travelled to London from across the 
UK - from Orkney to the Isle of Wight - for 
a day of hard-fought campaigning. 

The day started with a photo stunt 
where the Champions spelled out in giant 
lettering one of the key statistics that 
had driven them to begin their campaign 
journeys – the 263 million children 
around the world who are missing out 
on school. On entering Parliament, the 
Campaign Champions began an evidence 
session, quizzing members of the 
International Development Committee 

and the APPG for Global Education 
on how best to drive forward their 
campaigning. The MPs praised them on 
the scale and depth of their activism. 
What followed was for me one of the most 
hectic and rewarding parts of the day as 
the Campaign Champions met with 18 
parliamentarians and made the case for 
why the UK government should commit 
to funding education for children across 
the world through investing in the Global 
Partnership for Education. Most of these 
young people were making contact with 
their MPs for the first time through our 
campaign, and one of the best parts of my 
job is supporting them as they find their 
voices as campaigners. 

The rest of the afternoon included 

a trip to the Commons Public Viewing 
where the Champions gained an insight 
into UK parliamentary process in action, 
followed by a meeting with the UK Special 
Envoy for Gender Equality, Joanna Roper. 
This was followed by a hand-in of the 
campaign to the Minister Alistair Burt, 
while I took several Champions for a 
parallel hand-in at No.10 Downing Street. 

For me the Action Day was a show of 
all that we do best at Send My Friend 
to School - empowering young people 
and teachers in the UK, mobilising 
parliamentarians, and standing in 
solidarity and friendship with young 
people and teachers across the world  
who are trying to access quality education. 
Let the planning for next year begin!  

yOuNg CampaigNErS TaKE uK parliamENT by STOrm 
ElliE mCdONald, CampaigNS OffiCEr, SENd my friENd TO SChOOl 

EdUCATiON

246 million children are out of school  
and over 300 million are in school 
but are not learning the basics. While 
this year has seen increased political 
attention on the importance of global 
education, the stark global funding gap 
and ever-deepening global learning crisis 
need to be addressed for Sustainable 
Development goal 4 to be achieved.



18 | 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 2017 ANNUAL REPORT | 19

Climate Risk Insurance gained increasing prominence in broader 
discussions on climate risk financing during 2017. Our mission 
throughout the year was to position RESULTS as a leading expert 
on CRI among civil society and the UK Government, and to help 
shape new initiatives on disaster financing and ensure they 
deliver for the poor.

ShapiNg ThE arChiTECTurE Of TWO NEW iNiTiaTiVES

2017 saw the launch of two large and exciting initiatives: the 
“Centre for Global Disaster Protection” was launched in July 2017 
and is a loose partnership between the Governments of the UK 
and Germany, and the World Bank. At the G20 in July, the UK 

committed £30 million for the Centre to work on two core areas: 
providing neutral advice and training to governments; and investing 
in research, innovation, data and learning. Then, at the UN Climate 
Change Conference in November, the “InsuResilience Global 
Partnership” for climate and disaster risk finance and insurance 
solutions was launched, which Germany has pledged $125 million 
towards. The Global Partnership builds on the InsuResilience 
Initiative, a G7 initiative working to expand insurance coverage to 
an additional 400 million poor people by 2020.

As these large-scale initiatives develop, RESULTS will be actively 
engaging in shaping their architecture and governance structures 
to ensure they are truly fit-for-purpose, and can deliver on their 
promise to protect the poorest and most vulnerable.

A personal highlight from 2017 for me 
was attending COP23, the UN Climate 
Negotiations, led by Fiji, but held in 
Bonn, Germany. More than 19,000 
people attended COP23. I spent the two 
weeks attending side events, following 
negotiations and meeting with civil 
society from around the world working on 
climate and disaster risk financing. Two 

moments stand out. The first was being 
able to participate in the formal launch 
of the InsuResilience Global Partnership, 
where I got to meet the Prime Minister of 
Saint Lucia – an outspoken advocate for 
climate justice. The second was getting 
the opportunity to build relationships 
with civil society organisations from 
around the world, including those living 

in countries that have been adversely 
affected by the impacts of climate change. 
COP is the one time in the year that all 
the climate people gather under one roof. 
It’s a great place to make connections 
that can pave the way for international 
collaboration. Exhausting – yes. But also 
exhilarating. 

rEflECTiON frOm COp23 
rOSEmary fOrEST, pOliCy adVOCaCy OffiCEr

CLiMATE
Risk
iNsURANCE

The impacts of climate change are 
being felt across the world, particularly 
by the poorest communities, including 
the two billion people dependent on 
smallholder farming. Expanding climate 
risk insurance coverage is one important, 
emerging tool to build resilience to 
climate shocks among the poorest and 
most vulnerable communities.
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2017 was a challenging year for our grassroots campaigning, in 
which knowing how best to respond to a fluid and sometimes 
hostile political environment often seemed as important as 
bringing specific, positive advocacy propositions to the table. 
Inevitably, campaign plans sometimes had to change at short 
notice, and flexibility proved critical, with a snap election, two 
different Secretaries of State, and ongoing attacks in the media 
continuing the trend set in 2016.

In 2017, whilst the geographical reach of the grassroots network 
slightly declined, engagement with the issues seemingly stronger 
than ever, with almost twice the number of actions reported 
as in 2016. We have new keen campaigners leading the charge 
in Oxford, Brighton, London, Edinburgh, and Sheffield, and 
renewed energy reported in Macclesfield, Poole and Norwich, but 
we lost groups in Birmingham University, Canterbury, Glasgow, 
Manchester and Bristol. Overall, we end the year with 13 active 
groups covering around 40 constituencies.

The network rose to the occasion in April, promoting the importance 
of international development issues during the election period 
and making sure that whatever issue we were campaigning on in 
any given month, it was always framed as an example of ‘good aid’.
During the year, grassroots campaigning materially contributed 
to campaigning on TB and AMR, polio, education and aid, with 
high quality events and advocacy throughout the year.

vOiCEs 
ChANgiNg  
ThE WORLd 

highLighTs iNCLUdE:

On 6-8 May 2017, over 80 
campaigners travelled to London 
for the highlight of the grassroots 
annual calendar – our National 
Conference! Through workshops, 
speaker panels and training 
sessions, we explored why citizen 
activism is important now more 
than ever, providing a positive 
way of making change, in a world 
in which an internationalist 
consensus has rapidly dwindled. 

In July, four grassroots volunteers 
travelled to Washington D.C. 
for the RESULTS International 
Conference, during which they 
took part in an advocacy meeting 
at the World Bank and covered 
topics ranging from education to 
climate risk insurance. Hannah 
Lathan from the Oxford group said 
this visit showed her that “even as 
volunteers, we can have our voices 
heard on the global stage.” 

In August, the London group held 
a ‘craftivism’ (activism through 
craft) afternoon in Hyde Park. 
They crafted a range of creative 
messages that were then sent to 
MPs, such as a handkerchief with 
a hand- stitched ‘Don’t blow it’ 
message to Ruth Cadbury MP, as 
part of our on-going campaign 
on the importance of UK aid. 

Over the summer, group 
members sent over 25 personal 
‘wish you were here’ messages 
on postcards to their MPs, 
thanking them for their support 
where appropriate, and asking 
them to carry on taking action 
in support of international 
development, to show that 
there is strong support in 
their constituency for UK Aid, 
to counter tabloid-inspired 
scepticism. 

In September, as part of our 
‘Healthy Lives’ campaign, the 
Brighton group met with Caroline 
Lucas, MP for Brighton Pavilion 
and co-leader of the Green 
Party, to discuss the need for 
UK leadership on nutrition. 

At the joint-agency Lobby Day 
on International Day for 
the Eradication of Poverty 
(17 October), 11 RESULTS 
campaigners provided almost  
a sixth of the turnout and a  
third of MP engagement on  
the day. We were briefly joined 
by Leader of the Opposition 
Jeremy Corbyn, who was 
photographed with Gill Price 
from the Stort Valley group. 
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balaNCE ShEET
TOTAL 2017                       £ TOTAL 2016                         £

CURRENT ASSETS

DEBTORS  130,731  87,347 

CASH AT BANK & IN HAND 449,609 305,963

 580,340 88,052

CREDITORS

AMOUNT FALLING  
DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR 95,706 88,052

NET CURRENT ASSETS 484,634 305,258

TOTAL ASSETS 484,634  305,258

CHARITY FUNDS 

RESTRICTED FUNDS  355,795 229,166

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 128,839 76,092

 484,634 305,258

ThE ROAd 
AhEAd
BY AARON OxLEY, ExECUTivE diRECTOR

very year is special for a different reason, bringing opportunities that, if taken, can transform the 
world for the better. 2018 will be no different.

Probably the principal thing on my calendar in 2018 is the first ever UN High-Level Meeting on 
Tuberculosis, scheduled for September. This will be the first time Heads of State and Government 

will be gathering with the express purpose of making commitments to end the disease. This is mind-
boggling when you consider the history of the disease and how many people have been killed by it – 
estimated at over a billion people throughout history. Why has it taken until now?

A big part of our work and campaigning in 2018 will be to ensure not just the UK, but indeed the whole 
world, goes to the UN with powerful pledges in their pocket, and, perhaps even more importantly, that 
we leave there with a strong plan for and commitment to holding world leaders accountable for their 
promises. We’ve had lots of promises on TB, but not nearly enough action. It’s time for that to change.

2018 is also the year that Britain will have to face up to the realities of Brexit, with all that means for our 
role in the world. Our Aid programme is respected globally, and it’s our job to ensure that UK leadership 
continues to have such a positive impact on the world’s poorest and most vulnerable.

Of course we will continue to support and grow our grassroots network. The public and political will that 
RESULTS needs to achieve its mission is impossible to build without the hard work of not-so-ordinary 
people who decide that they will leave the world better than they found it, then take action to make that 
happen. I look forward to continuing our journey together in 2018.

E

fiNANCiAL 
OvERviEW

2017 ANNUAL REPORT | 23

iNCOmE: 
TOTal iNCOmE rOSE by 
£324,639 TO £1,555,314. 
Results Education Fund USA (REF 
USA) provided grants of £272,478 
for the ACTION Infectious Diseases 
Fund; £226,862 for the ACTION Child 
Survival Fund, and £183,756 for the 
ACTION Healthy Start Fund. Other 
income included, £274,309 for the 
Global TB Caucus Stop TB project, 
£91,890 for the Global TB Caucus 
New Ventures Fund and £506,019 
for other projects from over a dozen 
other donors and sources, including 
public fundraising. 

EXpENdiTurE: 
TOTal EXpENdiTurE 
iNCrEaSEd by £289,750  
TO £1,375,938 
in line with increased incoming 
resources. £20,401 was spent on 
raising funds and the remainder, 
£1,355,537, was spent on Charitable 
activities. The projects that incurred 
significant expenditure in 2017 
included the ACTION Infectious 
Diseases project (£229,291), the 
ACTION Child Survival project 
(£212,830) and the ACTION Healthy 
Start project (£111,597). Other major 
expenditure included £291,362 on 
the Global TB Caucus Stop TB project 
and £117,207 for the Send My Friend 
project. £393,250 was spent in 
respect of other projects.  

rESErVES:
An operating surplus of £179,376 
was added on to £305,258 brought 
forward from 2016 to produce a 
balance sheet total of £484,634 
carried forward to 2018. Unrestricted 
reserves increased by £52,747 to a 
total of £128,839 carried forward 
to 2018. This is sufficient within 
our present policy of maintaining 
unrestricted reserves equivalent to 
three month’s operating costs.

STaTEmENT Of fiNaNCial aCTiViTiES  
(incorporating an income & expenditure account) for the year ending 31 december 2017

UNRESTRICTED 
FUNDS  (£)

TOTAL 2017                     
(£)

INCOME/ENDOWMENTS

DONATIONS & LEGACIES 22,725 1,430,922 1,435,647 1,146,166

CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES 32,783 68,878 101,661 84,399

OTHER TRADING ACTIVITIES - - - -

INVESTMENT INCOME 6 - 6 110

TOTAL INCOME 55,514 1,499,800 1,555,314 1,230,675

EXPENDITURE

RAISING FUNDS - 20,401 20,401 22,627

CHARITABLE ACTIVITY 2,767 1,352,770 1,355,537 1,063,561

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2,767  1,373,171  1,375,938  1,086,188

UNRESTRICTED 
FUNDS  (£)

TOTAL 2016
(£)

NET INCOME (EXPENDITURE) 52,747 126,629 179,376 144,487

TRANSFER BETWEEN FUNDS - - - -

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 52,747 126,629 179,376 144,487

FUND BALANCES 01.01.2017 76,092 229,166 305,258 160,771

FUND BALANCES 31.12.2017 128,839  355,795  484,634  305,258

he work of RESULTS would not be possible without the invaluable contributions of the  
passionate and inspirational individuals who comprise our network of grassroots campaigners.  
No advocacy organisation can operate in isolation: our work depends on strong partnerships  
and effective collaborations with other civil society organisations around the world. In particular,  
we would like to thank our UK coalition partners, our international ACTION partners, and our 

European partners. Finally, we would like to thank all of our donors, whether you are able to contribute  
a couple of pounds, can afford to give regularly, or support one of our programmes on a larger scale. 
With your support, we can continue to fight to realise our vision of a world free from extreme poverty.

ThANk
YOU

T
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