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Securing the UK’s 0.7% commitment to aid spending in law 
 

 

Why is UK aid spending important? 

Every day, we should all be proud that UK aid saves 

and changes lives. The cross-party support for aid 

spending has ensured that the Government, through 

its Department for International Development, is a 

world leader in aid and development. Here’s just a few 

of the ways UK aid is changing the world: 

 In the years 2011/12 to 2013/14, British aid helped 

10.2 million children to go to school. 

 Since 2011, British aid has provided 43.1 million 

people with access to clean water, better 

sanitation and improved hygiene conditions. 

How UK aid is saving lives through vaccines 

Vaccines are undoubtedly one of the best examples of 

UK aid money well spent, regularly described as a 

“best buy” in health. As a powerful and cost-effective 

intervention, vaccines save between 2 and 3 million 

lives globally every year through providing protection 

against the leading causes of child death. 

The UK has been the global leader on this issue, 

especially through our role as a founding member, and 

long-term political and financial supporter of the GAVI 

Alliance (previously the Global Alliance for Vaccines 

and Immunisation), a public-private partnership which 

has been instrumental in scaling up vaccines in the 

world’s poorest countries. Since its inception in 2000, 

the GAVI Alliance has supported countries to 

immunise an additional 440 million children, saving 

nearly 6 million lives. Coverage of basic vaccines has 

risen to 84% globally, the highest level ever. See 

Background Sheet 1 for more detail on GAVI and its 

impact. 

But the job is not yet done. Despite huge successes in 

expanding immunisation coverage, 1 in 5 children are 

still unable to access vaccines. Greater efforts are 

needed to target the most vulnerable and hardest-to-

reach children who continue to miss out. GAVI has 

announced that it is seeking $7.5 billion in new 

funding to support countries to immunise 300 million 

addition children and save up to 6 million lives 

between 2016 and 2020. Continuing UK support to 

GAVI is crucial. Enshrining the 0.7% GNI target for 

international aid into law is the first step to ensuring 

long-term political and financial support for 

development aid. In doing so, UK aid will continue to 

save lives around the world, including helping to reach 

the 22.6 million children every year who continue to 

miss out on receiving routine vaccines. 

Why 0.7%? 

The target of spending 0.7% of Gross National Income 

(GNI) on overseas aid may sound like a strange figure, 

but it isn’t arbitrary - it is an internationally agreed 

baseline, set by the UN more than 40 years ago. 

It’s also a fairer way to judge a country’s commitment 

to development. For example in terms of money, the 

USA gives more to development than any other 

country, but the 0.7% target allows us to see the 

amount countries contribute in relation to the size of 

their economy – from that lens the USA is much less 

generous, and the UK gives more generously, 

contributing  a fairer share.  

All three main political parties have committed to the 

target precisely because they think it is important to 

have a standard measurement across countries for the 

amount we contribute to assisting countries in their 

development. 

Why legislate on 0.7%? 

The current UK Government has fulfilled a long-standing commitment to spend 0.7% of Gross National Income 

on overseas aid and development. The UK is the first G8 country to deliver on a promise made 35 years ago. But 

so far, despite pledges from all three of the main Party leaders, the Government have not put that pledge into 

law, which means any future government could decide to reduce aid spending.  

Now there is an opportunity to get the 0.7% commitment fixed in law for the future. On Friday 12th September, 

Parliament will be debating a ‘Private Members Bill’ led by Michael Moore MP which, if passed, would enshrine 

the UK Government’s commitment to spending 0.7% of GNI on overseas aid into law. It’s crucial that the Bill 

passes this stage of the legislative process, and that means we need 100 MPs to show up for the debate on 

Friday 12th September. This is the last chance to secure the commitment before the General Election.  



We are the first G8 country to fulfil the 0.7% promise, 

and join countries such as Norway, Sweden and 

Denmark. But the risk is that, with a General Election 

looming and ‘aid sceptics’ still a real force in the media 

and some political parties, the next government may 

try to cut aid spending. That’s why it’s so important 

that we enshrine the 0.7% commitment in law. 

Having 0.7% fixed in legislation also means increasing 

the predictability of UK aid, which helps our partner 

governments as well as doctors, nurses, teachers and 

other service providers to plan their work for the long 

term. That means our money will be used most 

effectively and sustainably, bringing forward the day 

when those countries will become self-reliant.  

The debate about the amount of aid we give shouldn’t 

be revisited every year when the really important 

debate is about how we spend the money. We should 

be focussing on ensuring that UK aid is making the 

biggest impact, reaching the people who need it most, 

and delivering value for money. 

Finally, the value of a percentage target like this is that 

is pegs our aid to the performance of the UK economy. 

When times are good, we give more, and when they’re 

tough, we give a little less. 

What’s happening on 12th September? 

On Friday 12th September, Parliament will be debating 

a ‘Private Members Bill’ led by Michael Moore MP 

which, if passed, would enshrine the UK Government’s 

commitment to spending 0.7% of GNI on overseas aid 

into law. This really is the last chance for legislation on 

this issue before the General Election. 

This will be the ‘second reading’ of the Bill. The second 

reading is the stage in the passage of a bill when the 

main principles of the bill are considered by MPs 

through debate. At the end of the debate, the 

Commons decides whether the bill should be given its 

second reading by voting, meaning it can proceed to 

the next stage (or not). If the bill passes second 

reading it will then be discussed by a Committee, and 

by the House of Lords, before becoming law. But if the 

bill is opposed at second reading, that’s it, finished. 

Because this is a Private Members Bill getting it 

through this stage is even more difficult than usual. 

These Bills do not have specific schedules when they 

come for debate – that means if a serious opponent to 

the bill is in the chamber on the day they can ‘talk it 

out’ i.e. they can stand and speak for hours on end 

until the session runs out of time. When that happens 

the Bill is dead. The only way to prevent someone 

‘talking the bill out’ is to get 100 MPs present at the 

reading: so that’s our target. 

This won’t be easy. Fridays like 12th September are 

usually when many MPs are back in their 

constituencies, out of Parliament, and we need them 

in the chamber. We need to let our MPs know that this 

matters a great deal to their constituents in order to 

convince them to remain in London for the vote. 

What are others doing to secure the legislation? 

NGOs like RESULTS, Save the Children, GPP, Plan and 

Concern are coordinating through Bond, the sector-

wide representative body, in a big effort to get MPs to 

attend on 12th September. They’ve created the 

website www.turnupsavelives.org.uk, and will be 

highlighting and thanking MPs who commit to 

attending by including their photos in a ‘Life-savers’ 

gallery on the website. NGOs are also briefing MPs 

with all the information they need to respond to 

criticism, and planning a range of media and social 

media activity around the 12th. We want you to help 

generate the positive noise MPs need to show up and 

support on the day. 

 

Take action 

It’s crucial that on Friday 12th September we get enough supportive MPs to attend the second reading of the 

International Development (Official Development Assistance Target) Bill. You can help make this happen. Here’s how:  

1. If you haven’t yet been able to speak to your MP about this, either (a) call their office, or (b) go to a drop-in 

surgery before the 12th September. You can find your MPs contact details on www.theyworkforyou.com, and 

details of drop-in surgeries are usually published on your MP’s website. See Background Sheet 2 for a sample script 

of what to ask. And remember, we don’t just want words of support for overseas aid, we want to know if they will 

demonstrate that support by attending the second reading of the bill on Friday 12th September. 

2. Take our e-action calling on the three main Party Leaders and their international development lead MPs to 

galvanise all their fellow MPs to show up on 12th September. http://act.results.org.uk/lobby/turnupsavelives 

3. Between now and the 12th, Tweet your own MP and any other leading MP you can think of to urge them to ‘Turn 

up save lives’ on 12th September. Use the hashtag #turnupsavelives. See Background Sheet 2 for sample Tweets. 
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