
September 2014 Background Sheet 2: 

Talking points and sample Tweets  
 

 

We want as many people to get in touch with their MPs as possible. If you’re not able to get a meeting with them, 

or if you’ve sent them a letter but received no reply, then calling their office can be a great way of getting through. 

Calling your MP can be a great way of getting an issue of their agenda without having to meet them in person or wait 

for a letter or email to be processed.  

You can find your MP’s contact information on their website or on the parliamentary website. If you search for your 

MP on www.theyworkforyou.com or on  http://findyourmp.parliament.uk you will get all of their contact information.  

Points to consider when calling your MP’s office: 

 You should start by calling their Parliamentary office – this will be a number which begins 020. These staff will 

be the ones that deal with Parliamentary business…including legislation. 

 You will almost certainly not be speaking directly with your MP; that’s fine, that’s what their staff are there 

for.  

 Remember, be polite and succinct. MP’s staff are very busy but will always listen to a call from constituents.  

Using the EPIC format, here is a sample script you can adapt for when you speak to your MP’s staff. 

Hi, my name is XXX and I am a constituent of YOUR MP’s NAME and I would like to speak to you about the upcoming 

second reading of Michael Moore MP’s Private Member’s Bill titled ‘International Development (official development 

assistance target) Bill. The bill has co-sponsors from all three parties and over 50 MPs, from all sides, have already 

committed to attending the reading. 

If successful, the bill would enshrine in law the UK’s commitment to spending 0.7% of our GNI on overseas aid – a 

commitment which was in all three parties’ 2010 election manifestos. 

The second reading is taking place on Friday 12th September, and the bill is in second place on the ballot.  

As we move towards the general election, we do not want to see our aid commitment being challenged by 

sceptics….there’s too much at stake. Millions of people around the world depend on our aid and we should be proud 

of everything we have achieved. 

Am I, and the others I represent in the constituency able to count on the support of XXX? 

Many thanks 

This keeps your call and your ask short and simple. 

You are likely to get a couple of questions in return. Here are some of them and suggested answers: 

Q. Who is the sponsor of the bill and who are the co-sponsors?  

A. The sponsor of the bill is Michael Moore MP, a Lib Dem. The co-sponsors are Annette Brooke, Andrew Mitchell,    

Anne McGuire, Alistair Burt, John Thurso, Tom Clarke, Fiona Bruce, Roger Williams, Hugh Bayley, Jeremy Lefroy and Dr 

Julian Huppert. Cross party support at its finest! 

Q. When is the second reading happening? 

A. Friday, September 12th 

Q. What position is the Bill on the ballot? 

A. It’s in second position. In first place is a Bill on the EU referendum. 

 

Q. How many MPs have committed to voting on the second reading? 

A. So far at least 50 MPs have strongly confirmed their attendance at the reading. 
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If they ask you any more pointed questions, please refer to our FAQ’s document (Background Sheet 3) which contains 

a long list of rebuttals to the most common complaints about our aid spending.  

It’s also important to Tweet your MP calling for their support. Remember to use the #turnupsavelives. Here are 

some sample Tweets.  

.@nickherbertmp be a lifesaver this September. Please turn up on 12th Sep & support the Int Dev bill. 

#turnupsavelives 

British aid has helped 10.2 mil children go to school. Help more children fulfil their potential & support the 0.7 bill on 

Sep 12 @NicDakinMP 

Date for your diary @sadiqkhan -> 12th September. Please support the 2nd reading of the Int Dev bill 

& #turnupsavelives 

British support for vaccines saves a life every two minutes. Help ensure this continues by supporting the Int Dev bill on 

Sep 12. @rushanaraali  

Fancy kicking off parliament making a real difference @cathyjamieson? Please join others in your party & support the 

Int Dev bill on Sep 12th 

British support to @globalfund has helped save lives … from #TB. Turn up on Sep 12, support the Int Dev bill & help 

save millions more. #turnupsavelives  

If your MP has already agreed to attend the bill, encourage them to get their colleagues to attend.  

@jimmurphy you’re a lifesaver! Now time to get others in your party to join you on Sep 12th? #turnupsavelives 

Pleased to hear @AndrewGeorgeLD has agreed to be a lifesaver on Sep 12th. Please encourage your colleagues to join 

you. #turnupsavelives 

Thank you @justinegreening for agreeing to #turnupsavelives on Sep 12th. Please encourage others in your party to 

attend & support the 0.7 bill.  
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