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The GAVI Alliance 
The best example of UK aid? 

 

The benefits of UK aid are often called into question by sceptical politicians and media, citing lack of impact 

‘if aid works why is there still famine?’; or misuse ‘doesn’t aid just line the pockets of corrupt dictators?’ We 

know that aid works, and vaccines are possibly the best example of UK aid saving lives.  

Thanks in large part to the increased availability of vaccines around the world over the past 20 years, child 

mortality has dropped from 17 million to around 7 million per year since 1990. That’s progress. 

Vaccines are undoubtedly one of the best examples of UK aid money well spent. Immunisation is often 

described as a “best buy” in health, coming second only to clean water in reducing the impact of diseases 

around the world. As a powerful and cost-effective intervention, vaccines save between 2 and 3 million lives 

globally every year through providing protection against the leading causes of child death.  

Vaccines provide life-long protection against deadly diseases. Furthermore, the impact of vaccines extends far 

beyond the health of an individual child. Vaccines cut healthcare costs, improve the cognitive development of 

children, allowing them to progress further in school and become more productive as adults. Together, all of the 

factors contribute to improving the social and economic development of a country.  

The UK as a global leader 

Historically, the UK has been a leader in global health and development. This is well demonstrated by the UK’s 

role as a founding member, and long-term political and financial supporter of the GAVI Alliance (previously the 

Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation), a public-private partnership which has been instrumental in 

scaling up vaccines in the world’s poorest countries. Since its inception in 2000, the GAVI Alliance has 

supported countries to immunise an additional 440 million children, saving nearly 6 million lives. Coverage of 

basic vaccines has risen to 84% globally, the highest level ever. 

It is the UK’s commitment to development and more recently to the 0.7% target that has allowed the 

government to be the top donor to GAVI. Between 2011 and 2015, the UK is contributing a third of GAVI’s total 

funding. Without this support, GAVI would not have been able to reach so many children with life-saving 

vaccines. In addition, channelling funds through GAVI is an effective way of expanding vaccine coverage in poor 

countries for three key reasons;  

1. Secures low prices of vaccines: By pooling the purchasing of vaccines around the world and providing 

predictable funding to vaccine manufacturers, GAVI benefits from economies of scale which reduce the 

cost of a vaccine that would otherwise be charged to an individual country. In this way, GAVI “shapes” 

the market to secure the lowest possible prices and ensure even more children are reached with 

available resources.  

 

2. Country-driven: GAVI is an Alliance which brings together key partners including developing country 

governments, donor governments, the private sector, civil society and WHO, UNICEF and the World 

Bank to achieve a common goal of increasing vaccine coverage. Through harnessing the comparative 

advantage of each of its partners, GAVI works in the most innovative and strategic way while ensuring 

country ownership and sustainability of programmes.   

 

3. Impact and results: No other intervention reaches more children than immunisation. Vaccines are often 

considered the backbone of primary health care. GAVI is immunising close to half a billion children, 

while at the same time strengthening the health systems through which vaccines are delivered. As a 
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result, more children are being reached with immunisation, as well as complimentary services including 

other prevention and treatment interventions, critical to improving health and survival.  

Looking ahead  

Despite huge successes in expanding immunisation coverage, 1 in 5 children are still unable to access vaccines 

therefore greater efforts are needed to target the most vulnerable and hardest-to-reach children who continue 

to miss out. Enshrining the 0.7% GNI target for international aid into law is the first step to ensuring long-term 

political and financial support for development aid. In doing so, UK aid will continue to save lives around the 

world, including helping to reach the 22.6 million children every year who continue to miss out on receiving 

routine vaccines.  

At the same time that the 0.7% bill is debated in parliament, the GAVI Alliance is preparing for its replenishment 

conference in early 2015 to mobilise significant financial resources in order to implement its ambitious 2016-

2020 strategy. Over the 5 year period, GAVI is seeking $7.5 billion in new funding to support countries to 

immunise 300 million addition children and save up to 6 million lives. As a leading donor to GAVI, the UK’s 

continued leadership over this period will be critical to GAVI achieving these goals. 

If GAVI succeeds in vaccinating 300 million children, it is estimated that this will lead to economic benefits in the 

region of between $80 and $100 billion. With the 0.7% target enshrined into law, this would provide the 

necessary framework to ensure such investments are not at risk of changing political and ideological 

environments.  
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