
 

 

September 2018 Action Sheet  
 

The PM must commit to tackling TB  
Let’s encourage world leaders to take action at the UN High-Level Meeting on TB! 
 

 
 

TB is a huge threat to global public health 

No infectious disease has killed more people in human 

history than tuberculosis (TB), the world’s biggest 

infectious killer disease. 1.7 million people worldwide 

died from the disease in 2016 – more than HIV and 

malaria combined.  

It is a neglected disease, largely ignored and under-

funded. Yet it is treatable and curable, and if we act 

now, we could eliminate TB within a generation. But 

rapidly developing drug-resistance could send us back 

to a pre-antibiotic era. People affected by TB face 

months, sometimes years, of arduous treatment, which 

can include severe side effects such as deafness and 

psychosis. The disease has a profound social and 

financial impact on families, communities and 

countries. If drug-resistance takes hold, TB could claim 

75 million more lives by 2050, with a global economic 

cost of US $16.7 trillion. 

Rhetoric and reality 

When agreeing the Sustainable Development Goals (or 

‘Global Goals’) in 2015, all countries committed 

themselves to ending the TB epidemic by 2030. At 

current rates of progress, however, this will not be 

achieved for at least another 100 years. Until recently, 

TB has not received the same high-level political  

 

attention as other global health threats, despite its 

enormous human and economic costs. Political 

engagement has grown over the last two years, partly 

because of the growing threat posed by drug-resistant 

TB. 

After years of inadequate political efforts to contain 

and reduce the high human and economic costs of TB, 

in 2016, the United Nations General Assembly agreed 

to hold the first ever High-Level Meeting (HLM) on TB in 

2018. In 2017, we finally started to see higher-level 

political engagement among world leaders, as the G20 

meeting placed TB in their list of global priorities for the 

first time, and the World Health Organisation (WHO) 

held a Ministerial Conference on TB in Moscow, 

reaffirming the importance of taking action on TB and 

antimicrobial resistance (AMR). And in June this year, 

the G7 meeting of world leaders in Canada included TB 

in its communiqué, agreeing to “accelerate our efforts 

to end tuberculosis, and its resistant forms.” It is clear 

that decision-makers have now started to realise that 

increasingly drug-resistant TB poses a serious danger to 

global public health that they cannot ignore. 

What has campaigning achieved so far? 

Campaigning by RESULTS and our allies around the 

world has led to significant advances in the fight against 

TB, including big allocations of resources to the Global 

When agreeing the Global Goals in 2015, all countries committed themselves to ending the tuberculosis (TB) 

epidemic by 2030. At current rates of progress, this will not be achieved for at least another 100 years, yet TB is the 

world’s biggest infectious killer disease. The first ever UN High-Level Meeting on TB (‘HLM’) on 26 September is a 

unique chance for the world’s leaders to show how serious they are about getting the global response to TB back 

on track. The commitments that countries make will collectively demonstrate the global political will to ending the 

disease and to saving millions of lives. The Political Declaration that will be made at the HLM will chart the way for 

the world to do this, and it is up to all national governments to ensure that it is not just another piece of paper.  

With a history of leadership on antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and investing in TB, the UK is in a unique position to 

make the HLM a success, by taking a leading role in helping the international community to step up action against 

TB. The Prime Minister’s attendance at the HLM will be essential in making this happen. In the run-up to the HLM, 

please use your local media to explain to the public why the Prime Minister must attend the event and commit the 

UK to a strong programme of action in the fight against TB. 

 

 

 

http://www.stoptb.org/assets/documents/news/UN%20HLM%20FAQ%20rev.pdf
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2017/commitment-end-tuberculosis/en/
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/June%202017%20-%20Action%20Sheet.pdf
https://g7.gc.ca/en/official-documents/charlevoix-g7-summit-communique/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/


 

 

Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria. You have also 

contributed massively to the increase in concern we are 

starting to see among health ministers and world 

leaders. The announcement of the HLM, the Moscow 

conference, and the outcomes of the G20 and G7 

summits would not have happened without sustained 

pressure by engaged citizens around the world.  

This March, Secretary of State for International 

Development Penny Mordaunt delivered a speech at a 

World TB Day event in Parliament, and many of you 

have shared letters passed on by MPs which show that 

the Government is taking the fight against TB seriously. 

The unique opportunity of the HLM 

This year, the first ever UN High-Level Meeting on TB 

will be held on 26 September. Themed “United to end 

tuberculosis: an urgent global response to a global 

epidemic”, it is a unique chance for world leaders to 

show how serious they are about getting the TB 

response back on track. The commitments that 

countries make will collectively demonstrate the global 

political will to end the disease and to saving millions of 

lives. It will allow world leaders to put their stated 

ambitions on TB into action, make concrete 

commitments, and agree how to hold countries 

accountable for their promises. The Political 

Declaration that leaders will sign at the HLM will chart 

the way for the world to get on track, and it is up to 

national governments to ensure that it is not just 

another piece of paper. 

Governments must make ambitious, fully-funded 

financial commitments and set measurable targets for 

the TB response; commitments to focus on the most 

vulnerable groups and tackle stigma and barriers to 

accessing TB care and prevention; accelerated research 

and development of new tools to fight TB; and an 

accountability framework on which they can be 

monitored and held accountable through regular 

reporting. This will set the path for how we tackle the 

disease in coming years, and will be a critical test of the 

world’s resolve to achieve the paradigm shift needed to 

meet the Global Goals on health by 2030.  

The UK’s leadership role 

With a history of leadership on antimicrobial resistance 

(AMR) and investing in TB programmes, the UK is in a 

unique position to make the HLM a success, by taking a 

leading role in helping the international community to 

step up action against TB. The Prime Minister’s 

attendance at the HLM will be essential in making this 

happen. A huge thank you to everyone who has asked 

her to do this, whether you’ve contacted your MP or 

written directly to Number 10. There can be no doubt 

that the request has been heard! 

The Prime Minister must also commit the UK to an 

effective TB programme. The specific actions that will 

be needed to tackle TB effectively vary from country to 

country, and in the UK, we must invest in research and 

development, and in TB programmes such as the Global 

Fund, as well as tackling TB at home. 

What can I do now? 

Together, we have done a lot to show the Government 

that there’s a strong public expectation for the Prime 

Minister to take personal responsibility at the HLM, but 

we don’t expect to learn about her diary commitments 

in advance, or about the Government’s priorities at the 

UN in New York. In these circumstances, we don’t know 

whether they are feeling the heat enough, so there is 

still everything to play for! Having asked her directly 

and via letters and visits to MPs, and in the few days left 

before the HLM, the best way of bringing it to the 

attention of politicians is using the media – your local 

media in the case of your MP, as well as social media 

which can have global reach!  

Take action! 

1. This month, please use your local media or social media to explain why Prime Minister Theresa May must 
attend the UN High-Level Meeting TB and make concrete commitments on how the UK will tackle TB. 
Explain why tackling TB matters to you. See our media campaign guide.  

2. Increase your impact by asking others to write to the local media, for example, at an ‘advocacy evening’ 
(see this example from July’s letter-writing action). Or get creative with the format of your message, and 
share what you’ve done on social media – see this social media guide for ideas. 

3. If you know anyone who might be interested in taking action on TB, but who might not want to contact 
their local media, it’s not too late for them to take our e-action, asking the Prime Minister to attend the 
HLM and ensure it is a success. Ask them to share what they have done on social media too. 
 

https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
http://www.stoptb.org/assets/documents/global/plan/plan2/ExecutiveSummary.pdf
http://www.globalgoals.org/global-goals/good-health/
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/Media%20editors%20letter%20V2.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/July%202018%20Background%20Sheet%202.pdf
https://www.results.org.uk/guides/social-media-guide
https://results.eaction.org.uk/TBHLM

